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Romans 3:37-28 accompanies a great place in the final paragraph of Paul’s 

thinking in chapter 3.  

Have any of you noticed that is seems like everywhere you go now there is 

a sign somewhere near the entrance of a building or facility that says this 

is a smoke-free building? You just cannot go anywhere anymore without 

seeing that sign. I am sure that if you are one of those who do not smoke, 

and do not like the smell of smoke, you are tickled to know you can go into 

a building and not be annoyed by someone smoking. I mean, you sit down 

to eat and all of a sudden the a/c blows someone else’s smoke right in 

your nose and eyes. That can truly take your mind off of what you are 

eating.  

This morning we will talk about a boast-free salvation.  

Scripture 

“Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a 

law of works? No, but by the law of faith.  For we hold that one is justified by 

faith apart from works of the law.” 

For the last few weeks we have seen that Paul makes no doubt that the 

only way a sinner can be made right in the sight of God is by faith. 

Salvation is not something that a sinner does to earn a right relationship 

with God. It is received by faith because it is complete in Christ Jesus. God 

justifies a sinner based on His grace, without cost or cause in the sinner 

because of his redemption that is in Christ whom God put forward as a 



propitiation by His blood to be received by faith. The thought is if salvation 

is by God’s grace and is based on the finished word of Jesus and man does 

not do anything to earn salvation, he does not do anything to merit 

salvation, he does not do anything to add to his salvation, then Paul asks 

the question: Where then is our boasting? The answer is it is excluded.  

This word excluded means to be put in a room and the door is locked and 

the key is thrown away. It is shut up once and for all. Do you get the 

picture? If salvation is by grace through faith, and is not based on any 

work of a sinner, then there is no room in the life of a saint to ever boast 

before God or anyone about what he does. Paul wants us to understand 

that we have a boast-free salvation, and it leads to a boast-free life 

because we are going to a boast-free place. I promise there will not be any 

signs in heaven that say this is a boast-free facility, but when we get there, 

there will not be any boasting by any saint of God. When we get there, we 

will personally know we are there by God’s grace. Not based on anything 

we have done for Him, it will be based totally on what He has done for us. 

This is an important lesson; there is no room in our lives to be boasting 

about what we are doing for God. God takes no pleasure in a person who 

boasts about what they are doing. There is nothing you can do to earn a 

relationship with God. I do not know how you feel, but I do not like to be 

around people who brag about themselves. (I like to be around people who 

brag about me, but not themselves!) That is annoying. I just want to say 

hush talking about yourself. There is nothing more annoying than someone 

going on and on about themselves. When you go around that person who 

is always bragging about themselves, you know their mind is on 

themselves. The mouth usually reveals the mind. If it is in the mind, it will 

eventually come out through the mouth. That is what boasting or bragging 

does. It reveals what is on your mind. That is what is on the mind of a 

sinner, themselves. That is why salvation has been designed by God to be 

boast-free.  

For you see at the core of being a sinner is to be self-centered. Your mouth 

will betray that. To become a child of God you repent of a lifestyle of sin, 



or self-centeredness. There will be a change of who you talk about because 

there is a change in who you think about. Your talk will reveal your 

thinking. If you are thinking about you, you will be talking about yourself. 

But when you come to know Christ, you quit thinking about yourself solely, 

and begin thinking about Him. Therefore your boast becomes what God 

has done for you in Christ, not what you do for Christ. Our mouth should 

be letting the world around us know that we are thinking about Christ. I 

am convinced when we get to heaven, we will not hear anyone talking 

about what they did because we are not there because of what we did; we 

are there because of that great work of God on the cross for us in Christ. 

Therefore we will boast about Jesus.  

This is why Romans 8:29 teaches that “those whom God foreknew, He 

predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son that He might be the 

firstborn among many brethren”. In Hardin terminology that means when 

we get to heaven and sit down at the family table, we will not be at the 

head. There will never be a time when we come to the dinner table in 

heaven and try to get to the head of the table first. That seat will always 

be reserved for Jesus. He is the preeminent One of heaven and the 

universe, and therefore of our lives. You think I am being redundant 

because I have beaten it into your heads that salvation is by grace through 

faith every week. You say you know that, but do you really know that? 

Then why in the world do you talk about you so much? If you really believe 

in a boast-free salvation it should lead you to start living a boast-free life 

because you are headed to a boast-free place. I think you behave what 

you believe. So when your behavior is not matching what you believe I 

think you are lying to yourself and you do not really believe what you say 

you believe. This is why Paul labors this point. There is no basis at all for a 

believer to ever glory in himself. Salvation is boast-free. Paul says in 

Ephesians 2:9 that salvation is not of works, “lest we should boast”. Paul 

and God knew that it is human nature for a person to boast. So if God had 

created salvation where we had something to do with it we would be 

boasting throughout all of eternity! If it had been by works you would have 



not wanted to go to heaven, because our boasting would have turned 

heaven into hell.  

Can you imagine walking down those streets of gold and running into a 

guy named Noah? Noah would start telling you about this big boat he built 

and this big storm where it rained for 40 days and nights, but praise God 

he had enough sense to get in the boat when everyone else did not. You 

would kind of get the idea that Noah had done something really good to 

get there. Can you imagine running into Abraham? He would tell you about 

where he used to live and how he got this idea to go over here and then 

God really blessed him because he followed God. He was so faithful to God 

that when he was 100 years old he had a kid. When he was older than that 

he took him on a mountain and was going to offer that kid as a sacrifice 

because he loved God so much. You would kind of get the idea that 

Abraham thought what he did got him to heaven. Can you imagine running 

into Moses and him talking about that big stick he had? He pointed that big 

stick out over the Red Sea and it parted and then he led one million 

Israelites through the Red Sea and they did not even get mud on their 

sandals because he was such a great leader for God. Can you imagine 

Gideon being the least of the least, but yet being such a man of courage 

that when the other 32,000 Israelites were afraid to fight he led 300 

fighting men into battle against the Midianites and all he had was a pitcher, 

a candle and a trumpet? I can just imagine after millions of years in 

heaven that story would get embellished. Pretty soon every time we were 

walking down those streets and saw Gideon we would want to go another 

way because we would not want to hear that same old story again. Can 

you imagine running into David and him talking about that day he went 

into that valley and took on that big giant Goliath? All of the armies of Saul 

were afraid to go down to battle and here this little shepherd boy went 

down with just a sling. Can you imagine meeting Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego on those streets and them telling you how faithful they were to 

God? They would not bow down to that false image and did not care if 

they got thrown into that fiery furnace. They went in there and you could 



not even smell smoke on their clothes when they came out. Can you 

imagine Daniel telling us about sleeping with the lions in that den? Can you 

imagine hearing Peter talk about how he got there because he had the 

ability to walk on water? I just want to know what you would tell. Heaven 

would be hell if for all eternity we had to listen to all of the saints tell what 

they did to get there. I am amazed that to hear some of us talk you would 

almost think it is what we have done, added to what God did, that will 

actually get us there. The reason some of us talk about us so much is 

because us is what is on our mind. I think really down deep there are some 

of us here that really do not get it. We really think we are doing something 

for our salvation, when in reality we are not.  

I want you to read 1 Corinthians chapter 1. Notice when you come to the 

last 2 verses that Paul will tell us the reason salvation is by the call of God 

is so that no one would boast in His presence. He had been saying that if 

they would look around there were not many that were wise or strong, and 

that goes for us as well. If the world ever did a survey of the Church, they 

would not choose us to do anything. The Church will never be among the 

Who’s Who of America. That is why we are so looked down upon, so 

ridiculed and cast down in the eye of the world. We do not have it. But that 

is exactly what qualified you to be who you are. Paul said the reason God 

designed salvation the way He did was so that no one could glory in their 

own accomplishment. God says He will not tolerate someone in His 

presence talking about themselves. In verse 31 Paul says if you are going 

to glory, or boast, or brag, then boast in the Lord. You boast in the work of 

another, boast in what He has done for you, not what you do for Him.  

I want to say as well to quit bragging on pastors and certain teachers. You 

would almost think you have learned what you have learned from a man 

rather than a man teaching the Word of God. You are not following my 

teaching; you are following the Word of God. I just happen to be a guy 

who God has gifted and anointed to teach the Word of God, but you are 

not building your life around the truths I teach. My truths did not set you 

free; I am just teaching the Word of God. If we are going to boast, let’s 



boast in the Lord because we do not want to point people to us, or to other 

people. If we point someone to other people then what happens is the one 

we point them to will let them down. I promise you there is another being 

who will never let anyone down, and that is God. This is why God has 

designed salvation the way it is. If you were a pagan and you were reading 

our Bible about our God, you would get the opinion that God does not 

want us to be self-centered but He is self-centered. I have come to believe 

that God is self-centered. At the very core of the heart of God is God. I 

have stunned you haven’t I? Does that mean God is sinful? No. For God 

not to be self-centered would be sinful. Do you understand that? There is 

only one God, one perfect, holy, righteous being. He is God, therefore God 

must be self-centered because He is revealing to the world who He is. He 

will never let a sinner down. When I become self-centered I am replacing 

God with me on the throne. I am saying to people “look at me!” When I do 

that I will let someone down.  If God were to center everything around a 

Christian, it would be idolatry for God. That would be God giving us the 

hope that we can trust in someone other than Him. That is not possible. 

Therefore our God must be self-centered and that is the hope we have. 

That is why when you read the Scripture you see it is about the glory of 

God. The glory of God is that He be known.  

I have been reading through the Old Testament prophets, and many times 

God tells us what He is going to do and tells us it is so that they will know 

who He is. The world does not need to know who Ricky Cunningham is or 

who you are; the world needs to know who Jesus Christ is. When we really 

come to understand this thing called grace we are going to quit lifting men 

up, including ourselves, and we will lift up Jesus Christ the King of kings, 

and Lord of lords. He is the only One worthy of our praise.  

Because there is such a large group of Jews in Rome, Paul is going to give 

an example to the Jews as to why they should not boast in chapter 4. Then 

he will knock down their esteem in father Abraham. You see, many of the 

Jews put Abraham on such a pedestal that they actually believe God 

justified Abraham because of His faithfulness to God. From the idea of faith 



flows faithfulness. But you are not justified by faithfulness, which would be 

a work. You are justified by faith. Faith is not a work. I hope you see this. I 

think some of us think what is so different about us from others is that we 

are a person of faith, and we almost brag about being a person of faith. It 

is almost like: I have come to faith in Jesus so I am a little bit better than 

the guy who does not come to faith in Jesus. If you have that view, then 

that is works. Do you understand that? Faith is not a work. It is not 

something you do that merits you salvation. Your salvation is totally a work 

of God in Christ on a cross, and it is finished. Faith is simply you 

acknowledging what God has done for you when God through the Holy 

Spirit and the Word steps into your life and says I crucified my Son in your 

place. We reach out the hand of faith and say amen. I am telling you I 

cannot even brag about that. And some of us do. When we go into 

Romans 4, Paul will show how that even Abraham could not boast before 

God. He will say to the Roman Church that if Abraham, according to his 

flesh had reason to boast, then his right standing with God would not be 

based on grace, it would be based on pay and reward. He says what will 

Abraham bring before God and boast about that got him in a right 

relationship with Him? He goes on to say, not a word. Do you realize that 

in heaven even Abraham is not even going to talk about what he did? 

Abraham knows that what he did did not get him into heaven. What he did 

was simply respond to what God had already done for him and what He 

said was true. That is why in Romans 4 Paul is going to use Abraham as an 

example. Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness. Then he will answer the 2nd question he will raise in the 

paragraph. Is God the God of the Jews only? He will answer no, and use 

Abraham as an example for that. But this morning let’s stick with this 1st 

thought. If Abraham cannot stand before God and boast about any work 

that earned his salvation but can only credit his salvation to the work of 

God in his life, then where do we stand? We stand on the same ground.  

I did not know this at 13 when I got saved, but the more I have studied 

the Bible, I believe the same thing that happened to Abraham happened to 



me. You may think that sounds arrogant but it really is not. When I look 

back at my experience of salvation through the lens of Scripture, I realize 

that I got saved the same way Abraham did. If you are really saved you 

did too. Do you remember Abraham? He was getting old and he had a 

name Abram which meant father of a bunch. Can you imagine being the 

father of a bunch and you do not have any kids? It would be kind of 

embarrassing would it not? Who are you? Well I am Abram. How many 

kids do you have? None. When he was an old man, God told him that one 

day he would have as many kids as there are stars in the heavens. And 

Abram said āmán, āmán. He said let it be true. That Hebrew word āmán is 

translated in our English Bible by the word amen. This is why Baptist 

people used to amen the preacher. When the preacher would say 

something they would agree with they would say amen, meaning let it be 

true. Abram looked up into the sky, and as he tried to count the stars he 

suddenly began to realize that one day he would have that many kids 

because God said it was true, and he believed. Not intellectually, he 

committed to, trusted in, and he was going to rely for the rest of his life on 

that being true. At that moment that he trusted, at that moment he said 

amen, God took his amen and put it into the account. But when he put it 

into Abraham’s account, faith had been counted as righteousness. And 

what God put into Abraham’s account was righteousness. Did you catch 

that? Abraham simple trusted what God said was true was true. Abraham 

did not have the plan or the thought, God did. Being a God of revelation, 

God did not leave it up to Abraham to discover what God’s plan was for 

him. God broke into Abraham’s life and said this is what is going to happen 

to you, and Abraham said let it be so! At that moment he came into a right 

relationship with God.  

I remember being 13 years of age and coming under the conviction of 

God’s Holy Spirit. I remember walking down the aisle and my sister joining 

me on the front seat. I remember her getting saved before I did. Our 

church stood up during the invitation and sung until everyone got done. I 

was on the front row so long that people sat down. The preacher told 



everyone they could go home. I desperately wanted to be saved. I cannot 

tell you how many times I said the prayer they told me to say. I said the 

prayer and said the prayer and it just did not work for me. I am not saying 

it did not work for you. I was there on that front row out of conviction, but 

I did not get it. I thought saying a prayer was something that I had to do. I 

did not understand until a while later, still on the front row, after hearing 

the preacher talk. That is when I got it. There was not anything I could do. 

My salvation was finished in Jesus on a cross. I remember the Holy Spirit of 

God taking that story and telling my heart that it was true. I can remember 

saying amen, let it be true God! The moment I knew it was true I came 

into a right relationship with God. The moment I trusted Christ, the 

moment I put my faith in Jesus I was right with God, but my faith was not 

a work. My faith was not me being good or right, it was just my response 

to what God said was true. He had crucified His Son in my place. Do you 

understand that? You are saved, not by what you do; you are saved by 

what Jesus did for you on a cross. You will not be saved until you positively 

respond to what He did on the cross by trusting, committing to, and saying 

amen, let this be true. The moment you do He brings you into a right 

relationship with Him. Now your mind moves off of you and onto Him, and 

now your mouth does not talk about you, but talks about Him. If you agree 

heaven is a boast –free place then let’s make the Church a boast-free place 

too. Let’s make our life a boast-free place as well. Let’s quit giving men 

credit for our life and give credit where credit is really due. That is to the 

King of kings and Lord of lords. I am convinced if we let our mouths reveal 

our mind on Jesus we would probably have more people coming here to 

want to find out what God did for us. They might just discover He did it for 

them too.  

Do you remember the demonic that lived in the cemetery? Jesus went to 

him and healed him. All of a sudden the town comes back and they see 

him in his right mind. Then the town leaves and this guy wanted to follow 

Jesus, but Jesus told him He did not need him to follow. He needed him to 

go back home and tell his friends what the Lord had done for him, and 



how He had mercy on him. Quit telling people what you are doing for God 

and spend a whole lot more of your time telling people what God has done 

for you. Maybe that is the reason people do not want to come to our 

church. It is kind of annoying going to a place where all people talk about 

is themselves. Let’s make this place like what heaven will be, boast-free. 

When we do brag, it will be on the Lamb who was slain before the 

foundation of the world.  

 


