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Scripture 

“Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision?  

Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of 

God.  What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the 

faithfulness of God?  By no means! Let God be true though every one were a 

liar, as it is written, "That you may be justified in your words, and prevail when 

you are judged."  But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of 

God, what shall we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak 

in a human way.)  By no means! For then how could God judge the world?  But 

if through my lie God's truth abounds to his glory, why am I still being 

condemned as a sinner?  And why not do evil that good may come?--as some 

people slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just.” 

 

R. Kent Hughes, senior pastor at Wheaten College Church in Wheaten IL, 

was preaching through Romans and he reminded the congregation of the 

story told by Hans Christen Anderson. The story was The Emperor’s New 

Clothes. A certain emperor was fond of appearance and clothing. Some of 

his philosophers came to him one day with the idea that they could, for a 

certain sum of money, weave him an extraordinary set of clothes. It thrilled 

the emperor that this clothing would be invisible, only to be seen by the 

wise and pure of heart. So the emperor commissioned this project. After 

some time had passed, curiosity got the best of him and he sent his chief 

minister to check on the project. The chief minister walked into the room 



and saw these men sitting at the looms and it looked to him as if they were 

doing nothing. But remembering that only the wise and pure of heart could 

see the clothing, he went back to the emperor and went on and on about 

how beautiful this new set of clothing was going to be. Some more time 

passes and the emperor sends his second in command to check on the 

project. When he walks into the room, it is the same as before. It looks as 

if these men are just sitting and doing nothing. He also remembered that 

only the wise and pure of heart can see the invisible clothing so he goes 

back to the emperor and shares how extraordinary this clothing is going to 

be on him. So again the emperor continues to make his installments to 

these philosophers. Finally, he can no longer stand it so he goes himself to 

check on the project. When he walks into the room, he sees these men 

sitting and appearing to be doing nothing. He knows that only the stupid 

see nothing, so he gets excited about how awesome these invisible clothes 

are because he knows only the wise and pure of heart can see them. The 

day finally comes when the philosophers say the project is finished. They 

strip the emperor of his clothes and put this new set of clothing on him. He 

walks out of the palace into the kingdom and then walks in a parade. 

Everyone, knowing that only the wise and pure of heart can see the 

clothing, rants and raves about his new clothing. But standing on a street 

corner, a little boy looks and points and says, “The emperor has no 

clothes.” At that moment, the entire kingdom and the emperor himself 

realizes they have been duped.  

Paul, in a real way, exposes the nakedness of the Jew before a holy God. 

The Jew believed he has a righteousness that he has weaved with his own 

hands by keeping the Law of Moses. He has imagined a new set of clothing 

that makes him right with God. Paul, like the little boy, stands and points 

out to the Jew that outside of Christ they will be judged according to their 

works just like the Gentiles. Paul has exposed that to be a true Jew; one 

must experience an internal circumcision of the heart, not an external 

circumcision. He is revealing that to be a Jew is not an outward conformity, 

but an inward change of heart. This passage is considered by most of the 



scholarly world as the most difficult section in the book of Romans, and 

possibly in the entire Word of God, to understand. This will be my third 

time to preach through the book of Romans, and the first two times I did 

not have an adequate concept of this particular passage. If some of you 

were with me then, you recall that I skipped this section since it is better to 

remain silent and thought a fool than to open one’s mouth and remove all 

doubt! Since I had no understanding of this passage, there was nothing for 

me to say. I do not mean to imply that I have this figured out now, but I 

do feel like I have studied this to the point that I can now attempt to teach 

these verses. 

Paul’s Diatribe 

In the scholarly world they believe Paul is using what is called a 

philosophical diatribe. In the philosophy of Paul’s day, sometimes the 

speaker, in order to engage the audience, would enter into a dialogue 

where he would ask questions and then give answers. Many times this 

technique would produce hecklers or opponents in the audience. The 

scholarly world was not sure if there was a real heckler Paul had 

encountered, or if he had imagined an opponent, or if he had a real 

opponent in mind. The speaker would ask the question that was in the 

opponent’s mind and then he would answer the question. Normally, in the 

diatribe the question would be really short and the answer would be quite 

lengthy. If you will notice in these eight verses, several questions are asked 

and they are longer than the answers. How can Paul ask a long theological 

question and give such a short answer and then expect us to understand? 

We have to remember that Paul does answer each of these questions in 

great length, but not in this section of Scripture. He answers the questions 

in the part of Romans that is neglected in our churches; Romans 9, 10, and 

11. If he had chosen, Paul could have gone straight from chapter 3 verse 8 

to chapter 9, but I am glad he did not. But because he did not, we have a 

great theological mind exposed to us about sin, salvation by grace through 

faith, and sanctification in Christ. He taught about baptism being our 

identity marker, being set free from sin and the Law, and the only victory 



that comes to us in this life is by living the Christian life through the Holy 

Spirit. Then we come to the conclusion of Romans 8, and many of us skip 

9, 10, and 11 and go straight to chapter 12. We have totally neglected 

those chapters and they answer the questions that are asked in great 

detail here in Romans 3:1-8. With all of that being said, let me say that a 

pastor never likes to go against the scholarly world. You know when you 

do that you are out on a limb. While Paul may have been influenced by the 

philosophical diatribe method, I do not believe that the questions he is 

asking are being asked from without, but they are being asked from within. 

I do not believe they are coming from a heckler or opponent, real or 

imagined. I think these questions came from Paul himself because here 

and in so much of the book of Romans, especially chapter 7, Paul reflected 

and remembered what it was like to be a Pharisee and a Jew. In this 

section, Paul, the Pharisee of the past, asks the questions and they are 

being answered by Paul, the Christian. He now has the answers to the 

questions that perplexed him when he was a Jew being exposed to the 

gospel.  

Have any of you ever changed your mind about certain things? Do you 

remember when you started to change your mind as you were exposed to 

new information? It was hard to let go of what you believed and the only 

way you really let go of it was to put what you used to believe through the 

philosophical test and ask questions of your old system based on the new 

light that has been given to you. Only until you could adequately answer 

those questions could you really let go of your old thinking. That is what 

Paul is doing here in Romans. Paul so adequately asks the right question 

because he used to believe the very thing he is writing against now. 

Philippians 3 and Romans 7 are clear that the Apostle Paul used to believe 

that a person could earn a right relationship with God by keeping the Law 

of Moses. Paul, as a Pharisee, thought he was alright with God until he saw 

the light on the road to Damascus. When he saw the light, it changed his 

perspective, but there were certain questions that had to be answered 

satisfactorily, so God took him out to the desert for three years. God 



completely schooled him in the school of grace. So these questions that 

Paul is answering here are not imagined. They are coming from sincere 

people who have sincere questions, and I think that is good.  

An illustration of this was just the other night when a church member and I 

met after church. We met for several hours and one of the things we 

discussed was eschatology. In our discussion, we were talking about John 

McArthur and how he is wrong in his eschatology. He asked me how I 

could say that. John McArthur believes in dispensational pre-millennialism 

and that is what he had been exposed to as a young man. As we were 

talking, he was beginning to pick up that it was really easy for me to 

anticipate his questions. He saw it was really easy for me to lead him to an 

answer to a question he was asking even though he had not asked yet. It 

finally became obvious to him that there was a time when I believed in 

dispensational pre-millennialism. The very questions he was asking of me 

were the very questions I had asked of myself, so I knew the questions to 

ask. I knew the answers to the questions because I used to be there.  

Judgment of the Jew First 

Paul used to be here, so it is really easy for him to ask the questions. The 

thinking is that there is a coming Day of Judgment in which God will judge 

the Jew just like He will judge the Gentile; based on the right light of 

revelation they has been given. The Jew perfectly thought that God would 

judge the Gentile, but the Jew never thought he would face the judgment 

of God. The Jew felt like the Gentile was a sinner and would be judged, but 

the Jew was not a sinner because he was of the covenant nation of Israel. 

They could trace their ancestry back to father Abraham and had been 

given the Law of Moses and had been circumcised from infancy. Therefore, 

they were the covenant people of God. And now Paul has taught them that 

salvation first came to the Jew and then the Gentile. Then he turned this 

thing around and said that on the Day of Judgment, since salvation came 

to the Jew first, they would be judged first.  



If you are the object of someone’s affection, do you not expect partiality? I 

will be honest; I am partial to my wife. It is really hard to be impartial to 

those you really are affectionate toward. Can you understand the Jewish 

way of thinking? If we are the apple of God’s eye, if we are His covenant 

people, then He will be partial to us. He will show favoritism to us, we will 

have His face. Then Paul comes along and says no, on the Day of 

Judgment, God will judge without partiality. He will judge each one outside 

of Christ according to his works. The thought is that if Paul is saying that 

Jews will be judged by works just like the Gentiles and there is no partiality 

with God, then is there any advantage to being a Jew? Is there any value 

to circumcision? That is an honest question. In the natural realm, the 

answer is no, but that is wrong. Paul says yes, “…much in every way.” He 

does not just say yes, he puts five exclamation points at the end of his 

yes!!!!! Yes, there is much advantage to being a Jew.  

The Jewish Advantage 

Paul says of the advantage, “To begin with” (ESV). Some translations say, 

“First of all” and some say, “Chiefly.” This word translated here is a word 

that was used in the biblical world to talk about making a list. Usually when 

you make a list, you have more than one thing to do. You never just make 

a list and put number (1.) and that be the only thing on the list, we usually 

have several things on it. In Romans 3, Paul only lists one thing, but it 

does not mean he believed the Jews only had one advantage over Gentiles.  

You see, Paul gives the detailed answer to this question in Romans 9-11. 

In chapter 9:4-5, Paul is pouring out his heart over the lost condition of 

Jews who are not coming to Christ. In verse 3, Paul makes a statement. 

Now this is a man who wrote much of the New Testament. This is a man 

whose theology is lambasted today by the Christian Church without 

realizing it when they are critical of the doctrine of grace. The doctrine of 

grace did not come to us by a man named John Calvin; it came to us from 

a man named Paul who was taught by the Lord for three years in the 

Arabian Desert after coming to Christ. The reformation under Martin Luther 



did not introduce us to grace, Paul did! He believed salvation was by grace 

through faith only. But when he writes about his Jewish brothers, he said 

he wished he could be accursed from Christ for their sake. Here is a man 

who understands eternal separation from God forever, and said he was 

willing to face that if they could just come to Christ. Do you have that kind 

of heart for anyone?  Do you have a heart like that for the people in 

America? Here in these verses he completes his list. They are Israelites and 

to them belongs the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 

Law, the worship, and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs and 

from their race is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever amen!  

  Entrusted with the Oracles of God 

Number one on the list was that the Jews were entrusted with the oracles 

of God. The root of the word “entrusted” is “to believe, to have faith, to be 

reliable.” And the Jews were given the oracles of God. In the biblical world, 

an oracle was “a short, divinely, inspired saying of God or the gods.” You 

have heard of the oracle of Delphi. Now most Christians cringe when we 

call the “oracles of God” by the same word we talk about the sayings of the 

false gods.  

The word that is translated “oracles” was found 22 times in Psalms 119 

when it talks about the Law of God. There is a lot of debate on exactly 

what the “oracles” are here that Paul is talking about. But I believe it 

makes sense to believe that we do not have just one oracle of God, but we 

have “oracles of God.” We have a lot of sayings that were divinely inspired 

by God and they are all written and recorded for us in the Old Testament. 

Paul is saying the Gentiles had revelation of God in nature, but the Jew’s 

advantage was they had God’s revelation of Himself to them through His 

very Word. The God we serve is not a God of speculation; He is a God of 

revelation. He is a God who wants to be known, and there was a day when 

He stepped into the life of a man and called a group of people and gave 

them revelation of Himself and what He was like. That is what 

distinguished them from all other nations; they had the true picture of God. 



They did not paint it themselves, God gave it to them. This is why in 

Deuteronomy 4:7-8 Moses can say:  

“For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD 

our God is to us, whenever we call upon Him? In what great nation is 

there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this Law that I set 

before you today?” 

Psalms 147:19-20 says:  

“He declares His Word to Jacob, His statutes and His rules to Israel. He has 

not dealt thus with any other nation, they do not know His rules, praise the 

LORD.”  

You see the writers of the Bible are conclusive in that Israel had an 

advantage that no other nation of people had, and that was God had 

revealed Himself to them. Do not ever think that because on the Day of 

Judgment it will be by works and there is no partiality of God, it means 

some people do not have advantage over other people. There are great 

advantages of some nations of people over other nations of people. You 

realize that, right? The Jewish nation had a great advantage because they 

knew who God was, meaning they knew better than to be doing what they 

were doing. They were trying to earn a right relationship with God. The Old 

Testament Scriptures revealed this truth to them; that God is a covenant 

keeping God. Our hope of salvation lies within God being a covenant 

keeping God. The Bible reveals two types of covenants in the Old 

Testament. 

1. Abrahamic Covenant (Salvation Covenant) 

2. Mosaic Covenant 

 -Unconditional 

The covenant of Abraham, which is the covenant by which our salvation 

depends, is an unconditional covenant. God stepped into a man’s life and 

said, according to Genesis 1-4, I will…I will…I will. That is called an 



unconditional covenant. It was not based on anything Abraham did; it was 

based on what God was going to do in Abraham’s life. In Genesis 15:6 

when God stepped into Abraham’s life and revealed it fully to him, 

Abraham said āmán, “I believe, let it be so.” At that moment, God brought 

him into a right relationship with Him. Which means every Jew who 

descended from Abraham should have known it was by faith that made 

him right with God. It was faith in God’s revelation of Himself to Abraham. 

That is why Paul is going to present him as the father of all those who 

believe. Abraham experienced something that was not just outward. Yes, 

Abraham experienced an outer circumcision, but it was because something 

had happened to his heart. He had a change of heart. He was now a 

believer in Yahweh. He believed God would accomplish His Word in his life, 

and that is the basis of our salvation. Do not ever forget that!  

-Conditional 

But there was another covenant revealed, which was the Mosaic covenant. 

God took the descendants of Abraham and formed them into a nation of 

people. They were to be a people chosen by God because one day He 

would bring forth a Messiah. To keep them pure and holy before Himself so 

that the Messiah could be born and the world would know their God was 

holy, He gave them the Law of Moses. He told them specifically in Exodus 

19:5-6:  

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, 

you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is 

mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 

These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel."  

Do you see the difference? In the Abrahamic covenant God said I will, He 

never said if you. In the Mosaic covenant He said if you, then you shall be. 

Therefore, for them to be a nation of God’s people through which the 

Messiah would come, it depended on them being obedient. God never 

intended for this to be the salvation covenant. The salvation or Abrahamic 

covenant was individual, not collective. The Mosaic covenant was 



collective. Israel had the advantage of having the Word of God, but they 

started trying to keep the Law of Moses to earn a right relationship with 

God. That does not excuse them, but it reveals to them that they clearly 

had an advantage.  

The Advantage of Special Revelation Today 

Is there any group of people today that has an advantage over any other 

group of people? I say yes. I think the people living in the Bible belt have a 

great advantage over other people. I think children born to believing 

parents have a great advantage over children who are not born to 

believing parents. I just want to be totally honest; I think, without a doubt, 

my children have a greater advantage than the children born to Osama Bin 

Laden or Sadam Hussein. I think a child born in the USA has a greater 

advantage than a child born in a Buddhist or Muslim country. Does that 

excuse them from judgment outside of Christ on the Day of Judgment…No. 

Does it mean all men are born equally…No. There are individuals and 

people who have the great advantage of God’s special revelation. Do not 

ever believe that because judgment is by works, it means all are treated 

the same. They are all treated equally on the Day of Judgment, but some 

have a greater light than others do, which brings a greater advantage to 

them. This is why judgment will not be according to light you do not have, 

but by what you do have. But the people who have greater light have 

greater advantage, and the Jews had greater advantage because they 

were God’s chosen people.  

 Jewish Unfaithfulness and the Faithfulness of God 

Now watch this: What if some of God’s chosen people, the Jews, were 

unfaithful? They have been entrusted with the oracles of God, but some 

never come to faith in the Messiah. Does their lack of faith in the Messiah 

render the faithfulness of God inoperative or powerless? I know we will 

easily answer this question no, but do you understand the question? I do 

not want to be dramatic here because I know there is a lot of great stuff in 

the book of Romans, but I do believe that to understand the book in its 



entirety, you have to understand that Romans 3:3 is one of the central 

thoughts in the whole book. Yet less is written on this verse than any verse 

in the book because many of us do not want to think what this verse really 

means. The thought is that if the Jewish people were trusting in being 

God’s covenant people to keep them from judgment, and right with God for 

eternity, then if they do not come to faith in the Messiah, is the fact they 

do not mean that it is God’s fault? You say no. Paul is wrestling with the 

question of why the vast majority of Jews do not come to Christ, and why 

some are coming to Christ. Do you know where you find the answer to that 

question? You find it in Romans 9, 10, and 11. We do not like to deal with 

9, 10, and 11 because there is some tough stuff in those chapters. There is 

some stuff in those chapters that give enough light to knock our 

philosophical reasoning about who God is in the head. There is enough 

light to say that most of us serve a God of our imagination rather than the 

God of the Bible. Or, we either dismiss the chapters or say it is just dealing 

with the Jew and it does not deal with us, so why study it.  

 True Israel 

I want you to understand that Paul will teach in those chapters that the 

true Jew is not a Jew because he was born physically to Abraham, but 

because he has been elected before the foundation of the world to be a 

part of God’s chosen people to be the elect. He will say that not everyone 

who descended from Israel is Israel. He will say that not everyone who is a 

child of Abraham is a child of Abraham, but “in Isaac shall your seed be.” 

You see, in Romans 9:6 the question is, after Paul delineates about the 

lost-ness of the Jew, he comes back and asks if this means the Word of 

God has failed to create faith in God’s chosen people? If the Word does not 

do its part, is there hope for anyone…No. Then why is the Word not 

causing the Jews to see who Jesus is? It is because not everyone who 

descended from Israel is really an Israelite.  

I can understand that, I mean look at Isaac and Ishmael. I can understand 

why God chose Isaac and not Ishmael. Ishmael’s mother was a slave and 



Isaac’s mother was a free woman. He was the child of promise, and 

Ishmael was a child of the flesh, right? From a human perspective, Ishmael 

should have never been. Paul knows we can understand that, but can you 

understand this next one? 

 Sovereign Will of God 

There were two boys born with the same daddy and the same momma. 

One’s name was Jacob and the other was Esau. God chose one and 

rejected the other. He loved one and hated the other one. He said one will 

serve the other. One will rule over the other. I hear people say, “Yes, but I 

understand why God chose Jacob over Esau.” I do not. I think Jacob was 

more of a scoundrel than Esau was. That is what his name means, 

“deceiver, trickster.” That is why God changed his name from Jacob to 

Israel. You cannot have a group of people running around with the name 

trickster, or deceiver, so He changed his name to Israel after he wrestled 

with God. His walk revealed he lost and he walked with a limp for the rest 

of his life. The Bible says God chose one over the other before both boys 

were even born, and not based on whether the boys did good or evil. The 

reason was so that we would understand that salvation was not by works, 

not based on what we do, but based on a sovereign call of God. The 

thought is: then doesn’t that mean that God is not faithful? In other words, 

if salvation is by sovereign act of God, then is it not God’s fault when 

people do not come to Christ? It sounds like it, does it not? That is what 

the fleshly mind wants to believe. There are many people who say to me 

that if I teach God is to be glorified for our salvation, then I have to also 

admit that God is to be blamed for man’s condemnation. That is exactly 

what Paul is wrestling with here. The thought is that if God, by a sovereign 

choice, chose who He was going to save and it is not based in you, then if 

you give Him credit for salvation, does He not deserve blame too? Do you 

understand that philosophical thinking? You have wrestled with that before, 

have you not? Paul wrestled with it here! Does this mean God is not 

faithful? Of course the answer is going to be no. God is faithful. But you 

have to wrap your head around this and you have to believe this, because 



Romans 9 teaches that our salvation lies within the will of a sovereign God. 

But in Romans 10, when he is going to deal with Israel’s unbelief and why 

they are not coming to faith in Christ, he blames them. This is why I 

believe the Bible teaches that God is to be glorified in our salvation and 

only God is to be given credit for our salvation, and man is to be totally 

blamed for his condemnation. While God is to be totally given credit for my 

belief, I am to be totally blamed for my unbelief. 

 Single Predestination 

To Man be the Blame 

This is why the Bible teaches what is called single predestination, not 

double predestination. We want to think double predestination. We want to 

think that if God is positive in predestination and elects those who are 

going to be saved, then you have to blame Him for those who are lost. 

That is not biblical. You think it is the only thing that is logical. You have 

forgotten what the Old Testament teaches. God reminded the prophets 

that His thoughts were not their thoughts, and His ways not their ways. 

When the Bible deals with election, predestination, and salvation, it is 

always positive, and it is singular. It is not double. This means if you stand 

before God on the Day of Judgment, you have no one but yourself to 

blame for your unbelief.  

This is an important concept because if there was a true Jew who was not 

going to get in and was going to be judged on the Day of Judgment 

according to his works, then how do we know we are going to get in? You 

have to base your salvation on one truth only, which is that He is true to 

His Word. And His Word says: 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 

whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  

This means that if I turn from my sin and put my faith in Jesus Christ as 

my Lord and Savior, then I am banking on one thing being true. God will 

keep me saved until that Day of Judgment, and He will not judge me for 



my sin according to my works, because He has already judged me in Jesus 

Christ! If I do not come to faith in Jesus, it is not God’s fault.  

To God be the Glory 

But it does not mean that I can take credit for my coming to Christ. It 

sounds like a contradiction. No…it is a paradox. They are both equally true. 

What lies at the bottom of this question is the integrity and faithfulness of 

God. I stand before you to say that our salvation rests in God being true to 

His Word. I am banking on one thing and one thing only for my salvation. 

When I stand before God, He will keep His Word to me that if I turn from a 

life of sin, and put my faith in His Son, and it issues into a life of faith, He 

will not judge me for my sin. He has already judged my sin in Christ and 

that is my only hope of salvation. It is not in what I have done, it is in what 

my God has done and will do for me. Are you beginning to understand 

what grace is? Grace is not this equal opportunity stuff. God did not just do 

part of it and leave it up to you to do the rest, it is all of Him. We need to 

praise Him for the advantage we have of special revelation. We could have 

been a person who never received the truth. We could have been a person 

who never heard the truth. We owe our salvation to the faithfulness of God 

to being a covenant keeping God.  


