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Scripture 

“Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in 

passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, 

practice the very same things.  We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on 

those who practice such things.  Do you suppose, O man--you who judge those 

who practice such things and yet do them yourself--that you will escape the 

judgment of God?  Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 

forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you 

to repentance?  But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing 

up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be 

revealed.” 

 

I do not know if my mother specifically taught me this, but ever since I 

was a child I have known that it is wrong to point at someone. I was 

always told not to point. Later, I began to understand the wisdom of not 

pointing. It is really easy to point at others who are different, or when they 

make mistakes. It is so easy to see the faults and sins in others. We know 

there is sin in us, but it is just easier to see someone else’s sin than it is to 

see our own. It dawned on me as I got older that every time I would point 

at someone’s sin, there was one finger pointing at their sin, but three 

fingers were pointing back at me.  



Romans 2:1 begins with a “Therefore.” It is a new chapter but not a new 

thought. I must remind you that the whole thought is expounded in 

chapter 1:18-3:20. The context is that Paul believes all to be guilty of sin 

against God, whether Jew or Gentile. There is no one who will stand before 

God on the Day of Judgment and have an excuse for doing what they did. 

Paul will expound that the problem is not with a person’s head, but with 

their heart. The problem with sin in a person’s life is not because they do 

not have enough information, but it is a moral, spiritual problem. We are 

not talking about a person lacking in intellect, we are talking about lacking 

in moral discernment. “Therefore”, this great list of sins Paul just named in 

the previous verses that people are entertaining themselves with, or 

applauding others for when they commit, is the basis for what he is going 

to say next.  

Indictment of the Jew 

You immediately sense in verse 1 that we have a change. Not a change in 

content, but a change in audience. Remember, in verse 18-32 you 

understood the Bible clearly taught the wrath of God is being poured out 

against all of the unrighteousness and ungodliness of immoral people at 

this very moment because they have suppressed and perverted the 

revelation in nature that God has given to them. Man does not want to live 

up to the light he has already been given. As Paul is writing this letter to 

the Church in Rome and lists the conduct of the Gentile, the Jewish part of 

the Church would be amening this letter. The Jew continually sat in 

judgment of his neighbor. You can look on a map and see how strategic 

the land was that God gave Abraham. They are surrounded by pagans, and 

as a Jew, they were always looking at them as being amoral. They believed 

the day would come when God would step in and rightly judge the Gentile. 

Now Paul will turn to the Jews and indict them under the same 

condemnation of sin as the Gentiles. The scholars are divided over exactly 

who he is speaking of in chapter 2:1-16, but in verse 17 he says Jew. 

Some believe Paul is continuing to talk about moral Gentiles, but I believe 

he is talking about the Jew. In chapter 1 he talks about the Gentile being 



immoral, but in chapter 2 he talks about the Jew who is moral. But 

whether you are moral or immoral, if you are outside of Christ, you are 

condemned as a sinner. In both classes, you are without excuse to do what 

you do. Whether with special revelation as a Jew, or natural revelation as a 

Gentile, when you stand before God, there will be no excuses. You will be 

held accountable for every sin you have committed if you are outside of 

Christ. 

 Judging Others 

“Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges.” 

Now let’s be careful here. There are some who would say this is teaching 

that in the Church, we should never make judgments. I do not believe that 

is true. I think that is heresy. I think it is a lie. I think it needs to be 

exposed. In the Church, those of us who know Christ and have the special 

revelation of the Bible, have absolute truth. God in Christ, through the 

Bible, reveals to us what is absolutely right and wrong in His eyes. Based 

on that truth, we can and should and must, from time to time, step into 

people’s life and say this is wrong and this is right. We must make 

judgments. That is not what Paul is condemning here. He is condemning 

the guy that has the absolute truth through special revelation, and commits 

the same sins. The Jew had the Law, specifically the Ten Commandments, 

and 613 specific laws that are absolutely true. But the Jews were looking at 

their neighbors, sitting as a judge and pointing out what they were doing 

wrong, and then turning around and doing the same things. Do you see 

the fault in that? Once you make a judgment about something being 

wrong, and then turn around and do that very thing, you just judged 

yourself as doing wrong. And that is wrong. It is one thing to be that group 

of people who live somewhere under natural revelation, and God has 

turned them over to be as sinful as they want to be, and now they think it 

is right to sin, even though it is wrong. It is one thing to do what you think 

is right when you do not know it is wrong because you have rejected 

revelation. It is another thing to be the group that has accepted God’s 

special revelation, you have brought yourself under Law, and you take the 



Law and judge another man for breaking it when you yourself are breaking 

the very same laws. Oh what condemnation for a guy who does what he 

knows he should not do. Now, I would dare say 99.9% of you, before you 

met Christ, are in group number two. You are not in the group who really 

believes it is ok for you to do what you are doing, you are in the group that 

knows what you are doing is wrong but you did it anyway, or you are still 

doing it anyway. That says that outside of Christ, if you do not accept the 

judgment of your sin in Christ by God, you will one day be judged for every 

sin you commit. The problem is there are a lot of people today who do not 

think they have a problem. The Jew did not believe he was sinful, he 

thought he was ok. He knew he did some things wrong, but while the 

other guy lies, the Jew just stretched the truth. When the other guy steals, 

the Jew just borrowed it and forgot to return it. Paul is saying that if you 

sit in judgment of other’s sins and then commit the same sins, you do not 

see yourself as you should. Regardless, you will be held accountable for 

being a sinner.  

A classic example of this is King David. He was a guy who had special 

revelation from God. In 2 Samuel 11, the Bible said that in springtime 

when kings went to war, David did not go. He should have been in the 

battlefield leading his army into war. But this time he decided to live in the 

luxury of the palace instead of the hardship of the battlefield, and he sent 

his commander in his place. Instead of seeing the enemy, he sees a 

beautiful woman bathing on the rooftop. David knows what God has said 

to be true, he has absolute truth. David should have spun around and went 

right back into the palace. But he did not, he kept looking. Then he 

enquired who she was. He was told she was Bathsheba, married to a 

Hittite by the name of Uriah. Then he sent for her. He wined and dined 

her, and before that night was over, they had moved from the parlor to the 

bedroom of the palace. A few months later he got word she was pregnant. 

Instead of him confessing and repenting, he calls for her husband to be 

brought home from the battle and rewards him with a night at home with 

his wife, hoping to cover his sin by getting Uriah to sleep with Bathsheba 



so Uriah would think the baby was his. However, Uriah did not go home. 

He stayed at the doorsteps of the palace. Later that night, David throws a 

party and gets Uriah drunk and tries to send him home again, but he will 

not go. So David, though knowing it was wrong to covet, knowing it was 

wrong to commit adultery, knowing it was wrong to take a man’s life, sent 

Uriah back into the battle. He told the officer to send him to the front of 

the battle and command the troops to withdraw when they were within 

range of the archers, and he was killed. Uriah did not die, he was 

murdered by David. Bathsheba cried some crocodile tears, and after the 

mourning period was over, David moved her into the palace. She bore him 

a son and everything was looking good until Nathan the Prophet shows up. 

You have to understand that as the sitting king of Israel, David is a judge. 

He has to make important decisions and determine truth. Nathan just tells 

him this story: There is a rich man and a poor man in the kingdom. The 

rich man has hundreds of sheep, but the poor man only has one, and he 

loves the one he has. One night the rich man decides to entertain guests, 

and instead of slaughtering one of his animals for the feast, he slaughters 

the poor man’s only sheep and serves it instead. Immediately David was 

outraged, and he cried out that the man shall be killed! Nathan pointed his 

finger and said you are that man.  

It is just easier to see someone else’s sin than it is your own. Jesus said 

that when we make judgments not to be a hypocrite. You cannot rightly 

deal with what is wrong in someone else’s life until you deal with what is 

wrong in your life. He paints the picture of someone falsely judging. There 

is nothing wrong with a guy rightly judging, we must. But it is wrong when 

we falsely judge, when we see other’s sins and not our own. Jesus said the 

hypocrite is like the guy who tries to take the speck out of another’s eye 

and has a beam in his own.  

I cannot help but remember when I was a kid and would get a speck in my 

eye. I would usually be at my grandparent’s house climbing trees. I would 

be the one who got bark in my eye and would have to go find someone to 

help get it out. Mamaw would open my eye and take a napkin and carefully 



get the speck out of my eye. Now just imagine Mamaw trying to get the 

speck out of my eye and she has a big telephone pole coming out of her 

eye! 

 God’s Judgment 

 That is how the Jew was, totally blind to his sin. I know there are some 

today who are totally blind to their sin. Even though you have the special 

revelation of God’s Word, of Jesus Christ, you are outside of Christ and are 

totally oblivious to your sin. Why is Paul laboring so hard here talking about 

sin? Why does he start with the bad news? Why does he go into so much 

detail? It is because Paul knew that a person would not ever see their need 

of Jesus until they come to grip with their depravity. They are sinful. Until 

men and women understand they are sinners before God and are under 

the wrath of God right now, and a future wrath awaits them, there will be 

no need for a person to be saved. When people quit realizing they need to 

be saved because they do not know they are sinners, then there is no need 

for the Church to continue to preach the good news of Jesus! We can be 

just like every other organization and we can try to help man have a better 

life right here and now, instead of realizing there is something far more 

important than this life. And that is the life hereafter. The most you will get 

in this life is maybe 100 years, but in the next life it will be for eternity.  

I saw an episode of CSI: Miami where there was a guy that was doing 

terrible things because he did not feel like he could be judged. His dad was 

a diplomat so he had diplomatic immunity. It is a dangerous thing when 

you think you have immunity. The Jews felt like they had immunity. There 

is no immunity from sin outside of Jesus Christ! Outside of Christ, you will 

be judged by the light of revelation that God has given you. You will not be 

held accountable for a light you have not been given. But there is enough 

revelation in the light you have to send you to hell for all of eternity! And 

God is right and just to do that. That is what verse 2 teaches. The 

judgment of God rightly falls on moral people outside of people, just as the 

judgment of God falls on immoral people outside of Christ. If you were to 



be taken to court today and a witness was brought against you, that 

person would be sworn to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 

the truth. But sometimes that truth is not truth. If you are an unbeliever, 

on the Day of Judgment, you will be judged justly and rightly. You will be 

judged by the truth of God’s Word, and the truth of your life. The whole 

truth will be told, and there will not be anything told but the truth. But 

when the truth comes out, God will throw the book at you if you are 

outside of Jesus Christ. 

Paul says how can you suppose, being moral, judge a guy for sin, turn 

around and practice the same sin, and then think you will not be judged 

and will escape God’s judgment? This word, “suppose”, is interesting, it is 

another banking term. It means to add up. It is translated in some 

versions, “to account, or to reckon.” When you go to the bank, you have 

already added up the money, but the teller will add it again to make sure it 

“reconciles” with your figures. It is a strange term. I have never seen 

anyone add up in our society, we always add down. We list our numbers in 

a column and draw a line at the bottom, add down and then put the total 

at the bottom. Why do we say add it up? It was because in ancient society, 

they added up. They put their numbers in a column and put the 

summation at the top. Now banks have a reputation for being right, thus 

the phrase “you can bank on it.” Paul is telling the Jew that their spiritual 

math is fuzzy, it is wrong. The Jew thought because they had special 

revelation and were God’s covenant people because could trace their 

lineage back to Abraham, they would not be judged by God.  

When I was at Mid-Continent Bible College, they brought in a math 

teacher. This was the only time I have seen someone get credit in math for 

getting it wrong. If you could demonstrate on your paper that you knew 

the principles of math and you had just made a simple mistake in adding, 

multiplication, or division, they would not count the answer totally wrong. 

They would still give you credit for getting part of it right, even though you 

were totally wrong in your answer. I did not understand that because math 

is either right or it is wrong. At Faxon Elementary, if you did not add it up 



right, it was wrong. There was no gray, it was pass or fail, right or wrong. 

Then I got in college, and all of a sudden you could have fuzzy math and 

still get credit for it! Your fuzzy math is going to get some of you in big, big 

trouble. You think you can stand before God and there not be evidence 

against you for God to cast you into hell forever, but you are dead wrong! 

If you knew nothing but what you hold others accountable for, every time 

you have done that which you judged someone else for, there is enough 

evidence for God to condemn you as a sinner, and throw the entire Law of 

God at you on the Day of Judgment. You had better get your spiritual math 

right. It is a fearful thing to be outside of Jesus Christ, now and on the Day 

of Judgment. 

God’s Patience   

Paul said “do you presume?” Do you take lightly? Do you disregard the 

riches of God’s kindness and forbearance and patience? The word, 

“kindness”, here literally refers to all of the kindness and graciousness that 

God bestows upon us. “Forbearance” is literally a word that means “to 

come to a truce.” God has called a truce. He said ok, I will not judge man 

right now, but I have appointed a day when I will judge man. So what 

does man do? He thinks there is not a God; that God winks at sin. He 

thinks that God is only loving and forgiving, so he just sins and sins more. 

You take lightly the forbearance, and kindness, and patience of God. This 

is not the word hupomonē, “to remain under”, but it is the word 

makrothumia, which means “to have large feelings, or a large temper.” 

Praise God, He is not short tempered or we would all be in hell! God is 

long-tempered, He is longsuffering. That leads to man being more sinful, 

but it should lead him to repent. He should turn from his sin.  

We are still asking the wrong questions. I know some people are sincere, 

but we are just missing the boat when we ask why bad things happen to 

good people. Have you ever wrestled with that question? You are asking 

the wrong question. The right question is why does God allow good things 

to happen to bad people? You do not want to think about that one, do 



you? I think the bigger question is why does God allow anyone to live? The 

kindness of God is not to be sinned against. Why does God bestow His 

riches? Why is He so gracious to unbelievers? 2 Peter 3:9 says it best: 

“God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 

repentance.”  

Day of Judgment 

The context is the second coming of Jesus. People are scoffing at the 

preaching of the second coming and Peter is trying to say there will be a 

day when God will judge the world. And it will be a day of destruction for 

the ungodly. Do you wonder why Jesus has not come yet? Right now there 

are almost 6.4 billion people living on this planet. God is not delaying the 

return of His Son until the last elect person is saved; He is delaying the 

return because He knows that on that day, it is over! The vast majority of 

those 6 billion people are going to be judged by God on that day, and they 

will go out into a Christ-less eternity where they will be separated from God 

forever. The death of Jesus and His payment for their sins will never be put 

into their account. On that day, they will begin to pay for every sin they 

have ever committed against a holy God. Is the problem God? No…do not 

ever let anyone blame the damnation of man on God! Paul says man does 

not repent because of his hard and impenitent heart. Man, outside of 

Christ, does not have a soft heart. He has a hard, callous, impenitent, 

unrepentant heart.  

I am not attacking intellectual people; man does not have an intellectual 

problem. Man has knowledge, man’s problem is not misinformation; his 

problem is his heart. He has a heart problem. Our answer to everything in 

America is more education. We believe if we can just change the way a 

man thinks, we can change his life. There is some truth to that in some 

areas, but we need to stop and realize what the Bible teaches. What is 

wrong with man is not his head, it is his heart. He does not want to bring 

himself under subjection to a God who is sovereign, holy, just, and 

righteous. The more God lets the man outside of Christ sin, the more he 



will sin and do what he wants to do. He will lay up treasures for himself, 

and when he opens up the chest in eternity he will face the wrath of God. 

Every sin that a man commits that he does not receive forgiveness for in 

Christ will be held against that man on the Day of Judgment. For each of 

those sins, from degree to degree, God will pour out His wrath on that 

individual sinner because he is outside of Christ. He will pay for his own 

sin. Yes, we may sing There is a Great Day Coming, but I am telling you, 

there is a horrible, terrible, and sad day coming. 

 I know some of you are wondering why I am beating this to death. Let me 

explain. In the religious section in the Murray Ledger and Times, there was 

a big article of a published interview with a man by the name of Brian 

McClaren. When you read his answers to the questions, you will see that 

he did not actually answer one single question. The first paragraph says 

Brian McClaren is now the most influential, religious person in America. He 

believes there is no absolute truth. He teaches there is no hell. He believes 

it is an archaic thought that God is that kind of God. He does not believe in 

the penal substitutionary death of Jesus for us on the cross. Brian McClaren 

says he has not decided yet about homosexuality.  

I can go on and on. There is a movement today called the Emergent 

Church. You cannot pinpoint its beliefs because they have no absolute 

truth. They do not really have anything to talk about because they have no 

absolute truth, but they are all talking. It has been termed successful 

because they are getting a lot of people that will not go to a traditional 

church. Some of the other writers in the Emergent Church movement say 

that if you believe in the penal substitutionary death of Jesus on the cross, 

you are sanctioning divine child abuse. Have you ever heard such garbage? 

This is the culture that is embracing young people in America. This is the 

man the media is claiming to be the most influential religious thinker of our 

time! No!! There is absolute truth. God has judged our sin in Christ. If you 

do not hear the gospel and get the opportunity to put your faith in Christ, 

on the Day of Judgment, you will be judged by the light you had and you 

will pay for your sin for all of eternity! People will not want to be saved if 



they do not think they have a problem. The Church has to let people know 

there is a problem. The problem is the sin of mankind. Because it is a sin 

problem, we will continue to ride the back of the Lamb of God. He is our 

only hope.  

 


