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Scripture 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  For 

what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 

them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things 

that have been made. So they are without excuse.  For although they knew God, 

they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in 

their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Claiming to be wise, they 

became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 

resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.” 

 

From time to time, News channel 6 will break into a TV program with 

Storm Tracker 6. Sometimes they will issue a watch, and other times a 

warning. The watches and warnings are talking about upcoming storms. 

They could be talking about snowstorms, thunderstorms, or tornadoes. 

When Storm Tracker 6 issues a tornado watch, it means that conditions are 

favorable for the development for a tornado in, or near, where I am at, so 

they want me to be alert, and watching. They do not want me to just live 

life as I normally would. They want me to be watchful and careful. When 

they issue a tornado warning, they are telling me that one has already 



developed. It has already been seen in, or near, where I live. They are not 

just telling me to be watchful. They are telling me to take caution as there 

is a possibility that my life could be in danger. And I need to take 

necessary steps to avoid being in the path of a tornado.  

Spiritual Warning 

When I read this passage, I view the Apostle Paul as a spiritual 

meteorologist. He is talking about the climate of humanity. I do not see 

him issuing a spiritual watch. I do not hear him saying that things are 

degenerating to a point that it is possible that the coming storm of God’s 

wrath might be unfurled on humanity. I hear him issuing a warning. I hear 

him saying that the wrath of God has already been unleashed. It is at this 

present moment being poured out on ungodliness, and on all 

unrighteousness of men. And the reason is because they suppress the 

truth.  

If we will be diligent, this passage will answer so many questions we have 

about people. I am convinced that if we are going to answer these 

questions, we need to answer them on the authority of God’s Word. Many 

people know that we are Christians. Therefore, when they ask a question, 

they are not asking for our personal opinion. They want to know what the 

Christian believes. They are not just asking what I know as an individual, 

they want to know what God says, or thinks, or believes. Do you 

understand the seriousness of being a Christian?  

We have already answered the question about the innocent person living 

on the desert island who has never heard about Christ. We learned from 

verse 18 that there are no innocent people anywhere. All have sinned and 

fallen short of the glory of God. The right question is what about the guilty 

person on a desert island? He is going to hell, but not because he has 

rejected Christ. He has not heard about Christ. Romans 1, 2, and 3 are 

teaching that God’s wrath is not being revealed because man has rejected 

His Son. God’s wrath is being revealed because man has rejected God. 

These passages will crush some of our thinking that is so Americanized. 



The Church in America wants to believe there are people somewhere living 

in the world who do not know God. We will learn that is not true. People 

living everywhere know God. It is why they do what they do; they suppress 

the truth.  

Revelation of God 

Verse 19 says “For.” We see this word many times in this passage. It is 

used to further explain what has previously just been said. Here, it explains 

that the wrath of God has been poured out upon all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men because they suppress the truth.  

“For what can be made known to God is plain to them because God has 

shown it to them.” 

This helps us understand what Paul is talking about when he says “the 

truth.” I believe “the truth” is God’s revelation of Himself to people through 

nature, or creation. It teaches that our God is a God of revelation. He is a 

God who wants to be made known. He does not sit back and wait for His 

creation to try to discover who He is. God takes the initiative, the first step, 

and He breaks into His creature’s lives and reveals Himself to them. There 

are two primary ways He reveals Himself. 

1. Natural or General Revelation-through nature or creation 

2. Special Revelation-personally revealing Himself 

 

 Special Revelation 

Special revelation differs from natural revelation. An example would be 

when God stepped into the life of Abraham and personally told Abraham 

what His plan was for his life. Revealing the Law to the children of Israel 

was special revelation. Revealing Himself and Jesus in the Bible is special 

revelation.  



We have to be careful to take note when it comes to God’s judgment. God 

does not judge people according to the light they do not have. He judges 

people according to the light they already have, and people do have the 

light of God.  

 Natural Revelation 

People everywhere have God’s revelation of Himself in nature. The Bible 

teaches that what can be made known of God is made plain to them, 

because God has shown it to them. In other words, what can be known of 

God is made plain, it is made manifest, and it is simple. For the people who 

are experiencing the wrath of God in this present moment, the question is 

not have they rejected Jesus, the question is have they rejected God? The 

answer is yes, they have rejected the light they already have. In rejecting 

that light, they are rejecting God and what can be known about Him. 

According to Scripture, there are two things that everyone who has natural 

light can understand about God. 

1. His eternal power-omnipotence 

2. His divine nature-sovereignty 

Sometimes I wish I had studied God’s natural revelation in nature as much 

as I have studied His special revelation in Jesus and the Bible. In my life as 

a Christian and as a pastor, I have devoted little time to God’s revelation in 

nature. So I am not an authority to speak on this subject, but there are 

Christian authors you could read who could tell us more about this. So I 

will confine my remarks to what God has said in special revelation about 

Himself in natural revelation.  

 Eternal Power 

When you look into the stars and heavens, or you plant a little seed and 

see it germinate, and grow, and produce fruit, you should see that there is 

an omnipotent God, and He is really something! He is an omnipotent God!  

 



 Divine Nature 

Then you should know His divine nature. He is sovereign. He is Lord, He is 

ruler, and He is the supreme authority! If you look at creation, you should 

get a picture of the Creator. Have you ever stood before a painting and 

thought wow, what a painter? Have you ever heard a song and thought 

wow, what a song writer? That is what is going on here. As a matter of 

fact, verse 20 says: 

 “For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 

things that have been made.”  

Immanuel Kant, considered one of the greatest philosophers of all time, 

says that you cannot argue from a creation back to a creator. He says you 

cannot take the visible and draw conclusions about the invisible, he said 

that is not possible. According to Scripture, he is wrong! Paul said that you 

can take the visible creation and know the invisible attributes of God’s 

omnipotence and His divine nature, His sovereignty. Who will you believe? 

The world wants to say we do not know God, but Paul says yes, man 

knows God! They are “clearly perceived.” This is not like looking through a 

microscope and the autofocus being out of adjustment. This is not looking 

through a telescope and having to fine tune the lens. They are clearly 

evident. Scripture tells us that the world was created before people were 

created. Even the unbeliever believes the world was here first. The Bible 

teaches that the world was created because God was going to create 

people. He took time to get the world ready for the people.  

Paul says that ever since the beginning, man knew there was an 

omnipotent, sovereign God. There are no innocent people anywhere! That 

is why Paul says they are without excuse for doing what they do, which is 

to sin.  

 

 



Witness of God 

In Acts 14:15-18, Paul asks the men why they were worshipping him. He 

said:  

“Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature 

with you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these 

vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the 

sea and all that is in them.  In past generations he allowed all the nations 

to walk in their own ways. Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for 

he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 

satisfying your hearts with food and gladness."   

When these people were living as sinful as they wanted to live, there was 

still the witness of God in their life. The witness was the rain coming down. 

It was the fact that while they were in sin, God still allowed their sheep to 

produce sheep, and goats to produce goats, and their apple trees to bear 

apples. In theological circles, we call that common grace.  

Psalm 19 says:  

“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his 

handiwork.  Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals 

knowledge.  There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not 

heard.  Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the 

end of the world. In them he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out 

like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its 

course with joy.  Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to 

the end of them, and there is nothing hidden from its heat.”  

So what is the glory of God? It is the manifested presence of God. It refers 

to what we know of God and Him breaking into our lives. While we are in 

the flesh, He cannot let us see Him in His entirety or we would perish. No 

man can look at God so He lets us see His glory. That shields us, yet gives 

us a perfect glimpse of who He is.  



 Nature Witnesses God 

The Bible says the heavens declare the manifested presence of God, and 

yet we fear science in the Church. Shame on us! A scientist dedicates 

himself to study God’s natural revelation. We need people in this church 

surrendering to the sciences and believing it to be a call from God, just like 

you believe I have a call to study special revelation. I believe in natural 

revelation, there is a perfect revelation of God to His creation. Natural 

revelation is inerrant, infallible, and inspired of God. The same view you 

have of Jesus and the Bible is the same view you should have of God’s 

creation. When both are interpreted correctly, there will never be a conflict 

between special revelation and natural revelation. When you study science, 

you are looking at the glory of God. When Psalms says, “Day to day pours 

out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor 

are there words, whose voice is not heard,” it means there is not a group 

of people anywhere who have not seen the light of God!  

We have to get off of this philosophical thinking process of believing there 

are innocent people somewhere. John McArthur said that a leading head of 

a missionary organization said that we need to go to the islands and 

announce to those people who have not heard Jesus that they are saved. I 

would not want to be on record of saying something like that. People who 

have not heard about Jesus are not saved; they are not righteous. They 

are guilty before a holy God and they are already under His wrath because 

they have sinned against the light they have!  

 Law Witnesses God 

Psalms 19:7-11 says:  

“The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the 

LORD is sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, 

rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening 

the eyes; the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the 

LORD are true, and righteous altogether.  More to be desired are they than 



gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the 

honeycomb.  Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them 

there is great reward.”  

This is special revelation of the Law. Natural revelation is first in verse 1-6, 

and special revelation is second in verses 7-11.  

Manifested Glory of God 

I am beginning to have a different understanding of Romans 3:23, where 

the Bible says “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” I 

always interpreted the glory of God to be the standard set by Jesus in His 

life. Since the context is that God has just spoken to the Gentiles about 

natural revelation and the Jew about special revelation, I am beginning to 

believe that the glory of God is His revelation of Himself to His people. It is 

the manifested presence of God. The Bible teaches that all have fallen 

short of the revelation that God has given. He will judge you by the light 

you have already received. The Bible says that mankind does not live up to 

what he already has, and he is guilty. But he should know there is a God. 

As they were pushing atheism in their education system and their 

philosophy, the atheistic empire of the Soviet Union sent up a cosmonaut 

into space. When he came back to the earth he said, “I have been to space 

and I did not see God.” Liar, liar, liar…you saw him everywhere!   

In Acts 17, Paul is in Athens. The people he is talking to would be like me 

going to Murray State University and speaking to the philosophy 

department. These were the thinking guys; these were the people who 

were trying to answer the deep questions as to why we are here on earth. 

Paul says in verses 23-31:  

“For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found 

also an altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god. ‘What therefore 

you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the 

world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 

temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 



needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 

everything. And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on 

all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 

boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually 

not far from each one of us, for "'In him we live and move and have our 

being'; as even some of your own poets have said, "'For we are indeed his 

offspring.'  Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the 

divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination of man. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent, because He has fixed a day on 

which He will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom He has 

appointed; and of this He has given assurance to all by raising him from 

the dead."  

Suppressing the Truth 

God has designed, even by the fact that people are born in certain places, 

that people should seek Him, but they do not. Paul says “there is none that 

seek Him.” When unbelieving people say they are seeking God, they are 

seeking happiness, or contentment, or forgiveness, or peace of mind, or 

assurance, because that is what lines up with the Word. They should seek 

Him, but they do not. People who have this knowledge of God suppress it. 

So as God steps into people’s life and reveals Himself through nature, they 

suppress it.  

A modern day example is Frank Crick, who was the man who did the 

research of the DNA structure of human beings. He was a brilliant man. He 

said, “Biologists have to constantly remind themselves that what they are 

observing was not designed, but evolved.” When a biologists looks at 

something that looks designed, but he has previously concluded that it is 

evolved, it overshadows what he sees and believes. That is suppressing the 

truth.  



Arthur Eddington, one of the most brilliant men who have ever lived, said 

“The notion of a beginning of the present order of nature is philosophically 

repugnant to me. We must allow evolution infinite time to get it started.” 

That is suppressing the truth.  

Albert Einstein said the greatest blunder of his professional career was his 

cosmological constant. He, who refined the theory of general relativity, 

began to do the mathematical calculations and concluded the universe was 

not static, it was expanding. That could only conclude that it must have a 

beginning. So he altered his math and called that his cosmological 

constant. He did that because he does not want to believe the universe 

had a beginning. If there had been a beginning then there must be a 

beginner.  

I have read so much in this study that I did not document who said this, 

but a female scientist said, “I do not believe in evolution because of 

science, but because of its alternative.” In other words, it was not that she 

did not believe in God because of evolution, but she believed in evolution 

because she did not want to believe in a God. That is suppressing the 

truth.  

A Created God 

We think we have an answer to the atheist, but what we do not want to 

admit is the agnostic. How do we deal with the guy who says he has no 

knowledge? He does have knowledge. You want to excuse the guy living 

on an island that carves a tree into an image and worships it. You want to 

believe he does not know. But philosophers tell us the very fact that man, 

who has never heard of God, creates his own god, is because he has an 

innate desire to be religious. That is a lie! We will learn that the reason 

man made a god out of stone and wood to look like men, and birds, and 

animals is because he knew God but did not like Him. So he invented his 

own gods. Do not think this just happens in the jungles of the Amazon, it 

happens in the concrete forest of the USA. Man has invented his own gods, 

and some of you are doing the very same thing. You think your God would 



not send your spouse to hell because they are good people. You cannot 

believe God would let something bad happen to your kids. Wrong…He 

does! He is God, but whatever He does, He does in righteousness, never in 

wrongness. How dare we critique the God in heaven! We either accept Him 

for who He is, or we reject Him for who He is.  

There is but one God, and the great light that He has revealed Himself 

through is the light of Jesus Christ. Is there hope for the guilty man on the 

native island? You had better believe there is, because of Jesus Christ! 

Some of you need to answer those prayers for missions and sell your 

business, and your house, and move somewhere where you can tell 

someone about Jesus Christ, because you are not doing it where you are 

at. So why not do it some place where it will matter? Instead of spending 

the rest of our lives getting better at what we like to do, why do we not 

spend the rest of our lives doing something that really counts? That is 

telling guilty people everywhere that there is hope, and it is only in Jesus. 

 


