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Have you ever had someone tell you they have some really good news, but 

also some really bad news? Normally, they give us the option of choosing 

which we had rather hear first. We will discover in Romans that Paul has 

some really, really good news, but he also has some really, really bad 

news. Paul decides to start with the bad news first. His thought in verse 18 

will not actually stop until Romans 3:20 as we transition from the 

introduction of Paul’s letter to the first theological peak in this mountain of 

theology called Romans. We will just concentrate on verse 18 right now, 

but will read on to verse 30 of chapter 1. 

Scripture 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For 

what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 

them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things 

that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, 

they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in 

their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they 

became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 

resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. Therefore 



God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 

their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for 

a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 

blessed forever! Amen. For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable 

passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are 

contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women 

and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless 

acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. And 

since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 

mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all manner of 

unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, 

deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 

haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,  foolish,  faithless, 

heartless, ruthless. Though they know God's decree that those who practice such 

things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who 

practice them.” 

 

The Bad News 

We know what the Bible says about those who preach good news, but 

what does it say about those who preach bad news? As a pastoral 

theologian, I approach this passage with fear and trembling. What we will 

be studying over the next few chapters is probably the most shocking, and 

dreaded, and fearsome revelation in all of Scripture to me. You will hear 

some really, really bad stuff. We have already studied, in verses 16 and 17, 

three reasons why Paul was ready to preach the gospel.  

1. He is not ashamed of the gospel. 

2. He knows the gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone 

who believes. 

3. He knows the gospel reveals a God kind of righteousness. 

We see in verse 18 that fourth reason as to why he was ready to preach 

the gospel.  



 

4. The wrath of God is being revealed. 

We expected Paul to go into great detail of the really good news, but why 

does Paul go into such a detailed explanation of the bad news? I believe it 

is because he knew there would not be an urgency among men to desire 

to be made right if they did not first understand what was wrong. In other 

words, a person will not realize the need to be saved if they do not realize 

they are in danger and are in need of being rescued.  

Why are we seeing so few come to Christ? Baptism has dropped again in 

our Southern Baptist Convention for four consecutive years. While overseas 

baptisms are rising at a dramatic rate, at home, there is nothing. Last year, 

10,000 Baptist churches did not baptize a person. I believe there is a 

general feeling among sinners that everything is ok. In places where the 

gospel is not proclaimed in truth and power under the anointing of the Holy 

Spirit, there will be a sense among people of being ok.  

I need to carefully and passionately warn our parents to be careful. Our 

children that are raised in a church climate almost seem to have an innate 

love for Jesus. They grow up loving church and Jesus, and they want to 

express it by being baptized at a very young age. But be careful, because a 

true salvation is only true if it is from something to something. Sometimes 

we let our kids make professions of faith in who they are in favor of or who 

they are in love with, but they never come to an understanding of what 

they are being rescued from. This is why, if we are going to preach a true 

gospel in the Church, we must preach the gospel in its entirety. And it does 

not just start with good news, it starts with bad news. 

 Man is Condemned 

The bad news is man is condemned. Man, outside of Christ, is a sinner and 

he is guilty. At this very moment, he faces the wrath of God. Paul has told 

us he is ready to take the gospel to the world because he knows it is first 

for the Jew, and second for the Gentile. In this really bad news, he will tell 



us in chapter 3 verse 9 that though the Jews have special revelation, they 

have no advantage over the Gentile who has natural revelation. The truth 

is, whether you sin against the revelation of nature or against the 

revelation of the Law, you are a sinner. But when Paul starts preaching 

about the righteous wrath of God, he does not start with the Jew first, he 

starts with the Gentile. In every positive expression of this, it is always to 

the Jew first, then the Gentile. It is the opposite when it is the negative 

expression, the Gentile first and then the Jew. I believe that is because 

Paul, as a man of the Old Testament Scriptures, was influenced by the 

prophet Amos. 

 All Have Sinned 

I think Paul knew that people who are right with God enjoy preachers 

preaching against sin. Have you ever noticed that? If I really wanted to get 

some emotion from you, all I would have to do is to bring out a list of sins 

that are going on in America, and before you know it, we would have a 

giant pep rally going for Jesus. They especially love preaching about sin 

when it is someone else’s sin. Amos, a prophet from the south, goes to the 

north to preach. When he preaches his sermon, he starts talking about the 

sin of all of Israel’s neighbors. He starts with Damascus, then to Tyre, then 

to Gaza, then to the Moabites, and Ammonites, and then he talks about 

Judah. Here he is on his soapbox and preaching against the sin of these 

neighbors, and Israel is going wild, there are amen’s everywhere! All of a 

sudden he says, “And hear O Israel...” He zeroes in on their sin, and the 

amen’s turn to oh me’s. If you want to get a crowd going, then preach 

about everyone else’s sin. If you want to hear a congregation go silent, 

then talk about what they are engaged in. Even though many believe the 

Roman church is predominantly Gentile, I do not know that is true. The 

evidence seems to be that Paul starts with the Gentile and then he moves 

to the Jew, which would make me possibly believe there are many, many 

Jews in this church. He is going to start with their neighbors, the pagans, 

the heathen, and the Gentile. But when he finishes, all, Jew or Gentile, will 

be guilty before God because “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 



of God.” You must understand that “all” have fallen short. It does not 

matter how close some get to the mark, if you fall short, you fall short. In 

our society and in the Church, we have gotten our eye off the glory of God, 

and have it on the guy who has out-jumped all of the rest of us. We are 

glorifying that guy, trying to keep up with him, and we say how close we 

are with him. But the truth is; all have sinned, and everyone has missed 

the mark! Whether you come within an inch or a mile, it does not matter 

because all are guilty before a holy God. The only reason we need to 

preach the gospel is because man has already been condemned by God.  

That is why I preach with a broken heart and with fear and trembling, 

because a holy God is, at this present moment, pouring out His wrath.  

 God’s Wrath Revealed 

The phrase “is revealed”, in English, looks like it is past tense, but it is not. 

In the Greek, it is a present tense verb, meaning, it is a continual action, it 

is constant, and it is happening right now. So many of us have heard about 

the wrath of God that will be revealed on the last day that we overlook 

what the Bible teaches. Man is not just waiting to be condemned; man, in 

sin, is already condemned. God’s wrath is already being poured out. Paul 

knew that unless there is preaching of the gospel, then there is no 

revelation of the righteousness of God. The reason the gospel needs to be 

preached to the corners of the earth is because the wrath of God is already 

on the corners of the earth. Man, in sin, will not know how to be made 

right with God unless he hears the gospel. Only in the gospel is there 

power to make a man right with God and transform him from a sinner to a 

saint. Do not view God’s wrath like you view man’s wrath. It is not God 

losing His temper. It is not God being surprised and having a sudden 

outburst of emotion. God, in His wrath, is righteous. He is holy, He is just, 

and He always pours out His wrath in proportion to the offense.  

Now what is the wrath of God? In the commentaries I read, there were 

three that caught my attention: 

1. It is God’s holy hatred of sin. 



2. It is God’s personal reaction against sin. 

3. It is God’s holy revulsion of His Being, against that which is in 

contradiction to His holiness. (John Murray) 

The wrath of God is His holy revolt. It is His revulsion of His entire Being, 

against that which stands in contradiction to who He is, which is holy. This 

is not an attribute of God; it is the activity of God, just as righteousness is 

an activity of God. The righteousness is an activity of saving power, and 

the wrath is an activity of destroying power. Many churches today are 

leaving out God’s wrath. Churches today have surveyed their community, 

and folks do not want to hear about sin. They want to believe in a God 

who is a God of love, a God of grace, and a God of mercy and 

righteousness. People say they cannot fathom how God can send people to 

hell. They cannot imagine how they can enjoy heaven if God is not going 

to let their family in. God is God. And just as He is a God of love, He is a 

God of wrath. Just as He is a God of grace, He is a God of judgment. Just 

as He is a God who exercises mercy, He is a God who exercises 

punishment. When you, as a Christian, leave out the fullness of God and 

who He reveals Himself to us as, you no longer have God, you only have a 

figment of your imagination. I promise you, one day you will not stand 

before your figment. He will not be cute and cuddly; He will be a holy, 

righteous, just, and wrathful God. He hates sin. His entire Being is set 

against what contradicts His holiness. At this very moment, if you want to 

know what is going on in America, and why the Sunnis and the Shiites do 

not get along, and why the Palestinians and Jews do not get along, you 

must understand that God’s wrath is being poured out on all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men. We are going to discover that the wrath of 

God manifests itself by God letting sinful man being as sinful as he wants 

to be. We need to interpret what is going on because we have family 

members and neighbors believing there must not be a God if people can do 

what they do and get by with it. No, the reason people are able to get by 

with it is because God is pouring out His wrath upon them and that is the 

very result of His wrath. For a short period of time God lets man be as 



sinful as he wants to be. It is a terrifying thought to live in a world where 

God allows people to be as sinful as they want to be.  

 Idolatry and Immorality 

In the next part of the verse, “against all ungodliness,” the word ungodly 

means to be wrong in your relationship to God. It is talking about your 

religiosity. It is talking about you and your god-ness. “Unrighteousness of 

men” refers to man in his un-rightness with man. Men treat men the way 

they do because they treat men the way they treat God. When there 

becomes no regard for God in society, then there will be no regard for 

man. Man became ungodly, and because of his ungodliness, he began to 

worship idols. Idolatry always leads to immorality. Ungodliness is referring 

to the idolatry of man, and unrighteousness is referring to the immorality 

of man.  

 False Behavior 

When a man is wrong in his thinking about God and he begins to worship 

Him falsely, it always leads to false behavior. We are being reared in a 

society where the Church is dumbing down the gospel to make it 

presentable to people who do not know God. I cannot tell you how many 

secret churches are taking theology out of the Church. When you take 

theology and the study of the fullness of God out of the Church, the 

Church has nothing! It is the reason the Church today looks more like a 

zoo than a sheepfold. What determines our behavior is what we believe 

and know about our God. The words of a lady on the Phil Donohue show 

are still in my mind. She said, “I do not care what Paul said, I know what 

kind of God I serve.” The only way we can know God is by what He has 

revealed to us through His Word.  

 Suppression of the Truth 

God has unleashed His fury against the ungodliness and unrighteousness 

of men, who in their unrighteousness “suppressed the truth.” This word, 

suppress, literally means “to put force on an object that has a 



counterforce.” It is the picture in manufacturing of a giant, steel spring. 

When you try to compress a spring, it exerts force back. God has revealed 

Himself to men everywhere. The pagans suppressed what they knew of 

God. 

 Light of God 

Have you ever heard someone say they could not believe a God of love 

would send innocent people to hell? They cannot believe that God would 

send those people in the middle of Africa, who have never heard about 

Jesus, to hell. That is a real question…but it is the wrong question. I 

challenge you to show me a man on a desert island who is innocent, and I 

will show you a man who God will be merciful to. The question is not about 

the innocent man on an island, because Scripture says there are no 

innocent men anywhere! The question is what do you believe a God, who 

is holy, will do to the man who is guilty before Him, has sinned against the 

revelation given to him, suppressed what he knew about God, worships 

false gods because he wants to, and has never heard about Jesus? I can 

answer the question. That man is going to hell unless the Church gets out 

of its seat and takes the gospel to that man and he hears about his 

condition before God, turns from a lifestyle of paganism, and puts his faith 

and trust in Jesus!  

God does not judge a man by the light he does not have, but by the light 

he does have. There has never been a person born who has not been 

given light. But man, in sin, hates the light. There are no innocent people. 

All are condemned under the wrath of a holy God and are in need of a 

Savior because they are without excuse for what they are already doing. 

God is righteous to judge a man when he does not live up to the light he 

already has. God is under no obligation to give a man more light when he 

does not live up to what he already has. When God gives a man more 

light, that is grace.  


