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Scripture 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, "The 

righteous shall live by faith." 

As we look at the part in the verse that says “for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes”, we are going to talk about two things: 

1. The sufficiency of the gospel 

We see the sufficiency of the gospel in this phrase. There is enough power 

in the gospel to bring you to your full and final salvation in Jesus Christ.  

2. The simplicity of the gospel 

It is to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. Paul 

is not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes. When Paul uses the word gospel, he is talking 

about the message of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the seed of David, 

who came into this world and lived a sinless and perfect life. He went to a 

cross and died for our sins. He was buried and three days later was 

resurrected from the grave. We know that to be true because the Bible 

teaches there were many appearances of Jesus to His disciples after His 



resurrection. Paul believed that message of Jesus taking your place, God 

judging your sin and completely satisfied His wrath on the cross, and it is 

the power of God for salvation.  

The Sufficiency of the Gospel 

This phrase “power of God” is the Greek word dunamis. We get our 

English word “dynamite” from that Greek word. I have always heard you 

do not play with dynamite and I think we all understand the logic of that! 

My Papaw used dynamite several times to clear his farm. Basically, 

dynamite is a very destructive power. It has the ability to blow things 

apart. When we think about the gospel being the power of God, or being 

the dynamite of God, the first thing it does when it comes into a person’s 

life is to blow the person’s confidence in himself apart. Without the hearing 

of the gospel, most people are going to believe they are ok. Most people 

will believe they are good enough to get to heaven. It is the hearing of 

what Jesus Christ did for us on the cross at Calvary that actually breaks 

into a person’s life and brings them to a place to see their need of Jesus. 

Power can be destructive, but power can also be constructive. As the 

power of God, the gospel not only breaks into your life and blows apart 

your reliance upon yourself, but it brings you to that place to see the need 

to put your faith and trust in Jesus as your Lord and Savior. Paul is not 

ashamed of the gospel because he knew that it was the only thing that 

could break into a person’s life and bring them to a place of salvation.  

In Scripture, the word salvation is sometimes used in one of three different 

ways. If you do not understand this, you will have a hard time seeing how 

the Bible presents the picture of salvation.  

1. Justification  

2. Sanctification  

3. Glorification  



The word “salvation” in this verse comes from a root word that Paul often 

uses. It is a word that literally means “to be rescued or delivered.” In this 

verse, it could mean justification, sanctification, or glorification.  

 

 Justification 

First of all, when the Bible talks about being justified, it is talking about a 

past event in our life. There was a moment when the gospel broke into our 

life and made us aware of our need of Christ. We repented of sin and put 

our faith and trust in Jesus. At that moment of faith a person becomes 

justified in the sight of God, this is justification. To be justified means to be 

made right with God. Until a person hears the gospel, repents, and puts 

their faith in Jesus, they are not in a right relationship with God. Things are 

wrong in their life because of sin. At the moment the gospel breaks into a 

person’s life and they repent and put their faith in Jesus, that person can 

say they have been saved.  

If you have been raised in a Baptist church, most of you have been taught 

to say, “I have been saved.” I tease that if a Baptist ever knocks on your 

door and witnesses to you, do not dare say you are not saved, or you want 

to be saved, or might be saved because they will be all over you with the 

gospel! Baptists talk about salvation in the past tense. We know that at the 

moment we turned from sin and put our faith in Jesus we became saved. 

When Ephesians 2:8 says, “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith”, it means that you have been rescued or delivered. So when Paul 

talks about the gospel being the power of God to salvation, he is saying 

there is enough power of God in the gospel to rescue you from a life of sin.  

“Have been saved” is a perfect tense verb. This means the activity of the 

verb has been completed in the past, but the finished results of that 

activity are still in the present. In other words, your salvation was 

completely finished and you have been completely made right with God, 

and the result of that salvation is that you still are saved at this moment. 



That is the perfect tense of salvation. We can look at the Bible and see the 

picture of salvation and say you have been saved. You have been set free 

from the penalty of sin, and sin can never separate you from God again. I 

do not believe justification is what Paul is talking about in Romans 1:16, 

even though it is true. 

 Sanctification 

Salvation is not only mentioned in the past tense, but it is also mentioned 

in the present tense. The moment a person is made right with God through 

faith, God begins to work a work of sanctification in their life. That is what 

we call the present tense of salvation. Hebrews 10:14 tells us how God has 

perfected forever those who are being sanctified. It is a present tense 

participle meaning the sanctifying, or the saving, is a present reality, or 

present work. In other words, not only has a believer been saved from the 

penalty of sin, but sanctification is that truth that teaches us we have been 

saved from the power of sin. At the moment of faith when God makes us 

right with Him, He begins to fashion us more and more into the image of 

His Son Jesus Christ. We should be able to look into the mirror and see 

that we are not yet who God wants us to be, but we are far more than we 

used to be. Can you look into your life and see where God is moving you 

farther away from the image of Adam and more into the image of His Son 

Jesus? That is called the work of sanctification. As a believer, you can say 

you have been saved, it is finished. But there is also a sense in which you 

can say you are still being saved. At this present moment, God is making 

you more and more like Jesus. But I do not believe that is what Paul is 

talking about here either. That brings us to the third view of salvation.  

 Glorification 

There is a third sense in which my salvation is still in the future. There is a 

sense in which I am not saved yet, meaning I have not yet received my 

glorified body. When God saved me and made me alive in Christ, He left 

me in a body that has not been redeemed. My body, as a believer, will not 



be redeemed. I will not get a body like that of Jesus until the second 

coming of Christ.  

I believe when we study this passage, Paul is talking about the glorification 

of the body. He is talking about that moment when we have our full and 

final salvation and when we are once and for all just like Jesus and will 

reign with Him in heaven for eternity. Scripture is teaching this is the 

gospel. It is what God did in Christ, and is still doing in your life, that brings 

you to this full and final salvation. In Ephesians chapter 1, there is an 

interesting prayer of the Apostle Paul. He is praying for the Ephesian 

believers and he wants God to open their eyes. He calls it the eyes of your 

heart, or the eyes of your understanding. There are three things he prays 

for the Ephesian believers to know: 

1. The hope of God’s calling 

2. The glorious inheritance God has in the saints 

3. “The immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe, 

according to the working of His great might that He worked in Christ 

when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand 

in the heavenly places.” 

Paul believes this same power that God used to reach down and raise 

Jesus from the dead and seat Him at His right hand is the same power that 

is at work in your life right now. Can I be defeated? Can I fall short? 

No…because Paul is telling us that our salvation is not dependent on us, it 

is dependent on God being God! The same power that raised Jesus is the 

same power that breathed new life into you. It is the same power that is in 

your life at this very moment. It is the same power that one day is going to 

bring you to your full and final salvation. Do you see why Paul is not 

ashamed of the gospel? If we had a message that we really thought could 

make men right with God, and keep them right once they became right, it 

would be selfish for us to hang onto it. The message we have is the power 

of God for salvation.  

 



The Simplicity of the Gospel 

The simplicity of the gospel is that it is to “everyone who believes.” Who is 

the gospel for? It is for everyone. To the Jew first, and to the Greek, but it 

is to everyone who believes. This phrase “who believes” is in the present 

tense, not the past tense. One of the reasons I believe salvation here is 

glorification and not justification is because the Bible does not say to 

everyone who believed. If believe had been in the past tense, it would 

have been talking about justification, but it says “believes.” It is a present 

participle, meaning, it is for everyone who keeps on believing. When you 

put your faith and trust in Jesus, it was not just a momentary thing, it was 

a life decision. The simplicity of the gospel is that any of us can be saved if 

they will just believe in Jesus. 

Saving Faith  

We have to be careful here because Baptists believe in the doctrine of the 

security of the believer. This means, once you put your faith and trust in 

Jesus, you are saved, eternally, because of your faith. I do believe that, 

but you had better make sure you have a real faith. One of the ways you 

will know your faith is real is the moment of faith when you open your eyes 

to see who Christ is, if it is a real, saving faith, it will grow into a life of 

faith. The gospel is at work in a person’s life, but only for the person who 

keeps on, or continues, believing. If you are one of those people who had 

an experience as a child, and then you forgot about it and got over it, and 

went back to doing what you were doing, you did not have a real moment 

of saving faith. I think in the evangelical Church we have done some 

damage by letting people believe that because they have said a prayer, 

they are right with God can live the way they want to live. That is a lie. As 

a matter of fact, if you will study Paul and John, you will notice that most 

of the time when they talk about believing, they are not talking about 

something in the past. They are talking about something that, because it 

was real, keeps on happening. This means, those of us who are saved 



keep on believing and trusting in the gospel. Everyone’s favorite verse is 

John 3:16:  

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 

whosoever believes (present tense) in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life.”  

The person who will not perish is the person who does not quit believing! 

So, what does it mean to keep on believing in Jesus? The word belief 

basically means “to trust in, to rely upon, to adhere to or to commit to.” 

There are three things there must be to come to a saving faith.  

1. There must be knowledge of: When you come to saving faith, you 

first have to hear the story. 

2. There must be persuasion of: Once you hear the story, you have to 

believe it to be true. The story must persuade you that it is true. 

3. There must be reliance upon: Once you have been persuaded it is 

true, you come to a place to where you rely upon, you trust in it, you 

commit to it, and you adhere to it.  

The moment you trust in Christ, God justifies you. He makes you right with 

Him and begins to mold you into the image of Jesus. Then, one day He will 

bring you to your full and final salvation, and you will have a body just like 

that of Jesus.  

Now, in case you are wondering what you are going through, 1 Peter 1:5 

teaches that we are:  

“…kept through the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time.”  

Again, this is the final salvation where we receive a glorified body. Right 

after that, Peter says he knows they are suffering as a church.  He says the 

reason they are suffering is because their faith is being tested. He talks 

about their faith being more precious than gold, though it be tried by fire.  



In the biblical world, this is a picture of refining gold. They would put solid 

gold in a crucible and heat it up with a fire. The crucible would become so 

hot that the gold would liquefy. As it liquefied, the impurities would rise to 

the top. The goldsmith would skim off the impurities and when he finished, 

it was pure gold. The ancient goldsmith knew it was pure when he looked 

into the gold and could see the reflection of his face and see no particles. 

Peter said that is how your faith is.  

It would be sad to think you are saved when you really aren’t. It would be 

horrible to believe you had trusted in Christ when you really hadn’t. Peter is 

teaching that God wants you to know your faith is genuine. He wants you 

to know it is 100% real, so from the day you put your faith in Jesus, it will 

feel like God has put you in a crucible. There will be times when He will let 

your life get so hot, and you will get tested. It is during those tests that 

you will see if you have a real faith or not. I believe with all of my heart 

that if our faith does not get us through our present trials, you cannot trust 

it to get you to heaven. God is not being mean by letting you go through 

what you are going through. He is doing it so that we can know our faith is 

real, because only the person who lives by faith will be justified to stand in 

the presence of God forever. Only those who believe and have the gospel 

working in their lives come to salvation. The dynamic resurrection of the 

power of Christ working in you on a daily basis is the proof, the evidence of 

our salvation in Christ.  

 

 


