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VBS 2015 JOTM VBS CELEBRATION (Family Night)  
 
Purpose Statement  
This 45-minute plan is designed to help VBS Leaders take their VBS Celebration off 
the map when they use it to help conduct LifeWay’s Journey Off the Map. 
 
Resources to Collect, Prepare, & Copy  
Resources to Collect  
Step 1 

• Conference Outline Items 1A-D 
• Tape or sticky tack 

Step 3 
• Disposable straws (5) 
• Red paper or red marker and white paper 

Step 4 
• Conference Outline Item 2 
• VBS 2015 Parent Guide 
• Takin’ It Home Music for Preschoolers CD 
• Takin’ It Home Music for Kids CD 

Step 5 
• Promotional items found in Jump Start, Preschool Start Kit, and Kids Starter 

Kit such as postcards, door hangers, and window signs 
• VBS 2015 Parent Guide (1 per conferee) 
• VBS 2015 Gospel Guide (1 per conferee) 

Step 6 
• Conference Outline Item 3A-D 

 
Resources to Prepare  
Step 1 

• Print “Conference Outline Item 1A-D”.  
• Print “Conference Outline Items 2. 
• Cut apart Item 2 and place each box on the back of its coordinating sign: 

North: Preparation, East: Promotion, South: Presentation, West: Provisions. 



File 29 VBS 2015 JOTM VBS Celebration 45-Minute Session 

	   2	  

• Hang each sign on a different wall, placing the directions in the order they 
would appear on a compass. 

Step 3 
• Cut paper into 5 small strips that can be rolled up and placed inside straws.  
• Write each of the following phrases on a separate piece of paper: low 

attendance, run out of food, lack of volunteers, budget, and burnout. 
• Roll each piece of paper up and place it in a straw to create “flares.” 

Step 6 
• Print conference Item 4, and prepare tape to attach the signs to the 

appropriate directions when directed to do so. 
 
Resources to Copy  

• Handout 1 
 

Focal Wall Description  
Attach a VBS 2015 promotional poster to the wall. 
 
Room Setup Description  
Arrange the chairs to leave as much open floor space in the middle of the room as 
possible. Conferees will be standing in different areas for two activities during the 
conference. 
 
Decoration Suggestions  
Use promotional items to decorate the room, such as the VBS 2015 Visual Pack and 
inflatables or other hiking equipment. Since VBS Celebration occurs wherever 
churches choose, there are no specific decorations required.  
 
Audio Visual Needs  

• CD player 
 
Teaching Steps  

1. Welcome (5 minutes) Play “Takin’ It Home Music for Kids” CD as 
conferees enter the room. Direct conferees’ attention to the signs posted 
around the room that indicate the direction, such as North, South, East, 
and West. Ask conferees to begin thinking about the most exciting place 
they’ve visited in the United States and where it would be found if the floor 
was a map of the U.S., and they use the directions as markers. Invite 
conferees to stand approximately where they believe the most exciting 
place they visited is. Poll conferees to discover some of the places they 
visited. Share a place or two from your experiences, and then ask 
conferees to return to their seats. 
 

2. Introduce the conference (5 minutes) Say: “Hopefully, after an amazing 
‘Journey Off the Map,’ all the children who attend your church’s VBS will 
have experienced an exciting adventure. Now, it’s time to celebrate with 
all the children’s families.” Share that this year’s challenge for Family 
Celebration is to take it “off the map.” Explain this may mean doing things 
just a little bit different than churches have in the past. Share this doesn’t 
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mean it has to be a huge change, but this is an opportunity to evaluate 
what has worked and what hasn’t worked so far. 
 

3. Send up flares (10 minutes) When planning for a family celebration, 
different obstacles can present themselves. Distribute prepared flares to 
conferees, and encourage each one to blow in the straw to send the 
paper into the air. Ask conferees to collect the papers and take turns 
reading aloud the possible obstacles one may face with family night found 
on the paper. Briefly review the following statements, but don’t focus too 
long on these issues. You will want to move along to the solutions. 
Low attendance: No matter how big of a turnout you have during the week 
of VBS, you just can’t seem to get everyone back at the end of the week. 
Think about why that may be. 
a. Run out of food: How do you have any idea of how much food to plan? 

What do you do if you run out of food? Is it possible to prepare enough 
when you have no clue how many families will attend? 

b. Lack of volunteers: By the end of the week, no one is available to help 
out. All the workers have kids involved in the program, so no one can 
help prepare the food. 

c. Budget: How much can you spend? Does it come out of the VBS 
budget or special events? What if there is no budget and your pastor 
says, “Make it work!”? 

d. Burnout: Face it, your VBS workers are tired. There’s tired, then 
there’s “VBS tired.” You’ve poured months of planning and prayers 
into the event, and your creative juices have run dry.  
 

4. Discuss the directions (15 minutes) Choose four volunteers to go stand 
beside each direction found on the wall (Conference Item 1A-D). Explain 
each direction deals with one of the four important components of Family 
Celebration: promotion, preparation, presentation, and provisions. Invite 
conferees to remove each direction one at a time and read the information 
found on the back of it. Begin with North and move around the room. Use 
the talking points below to help provide more information about each 
component. 

North: Preparation 
• When willl it happen?  
• Where will it happen?  
• How will it happen? 
• How much money will it cost? 

Ways to go off the “North” map: 
• Choose a different day or time. 
• Choose a different location, such as a state park, community 

center, or other place that would attractive to non-members 
whose children attended VBS. Rent out a venue for the event. 

• Creatively use the budget. Can you combine the event with a 
kick off for some other event? If you church has a recreation 
ministry, would each ministry be willing to pay for half of the 
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expenses? Would different Sunday school classes be willing to 
“sponsor” different events or components of the celebration?  
 

East: Promotion 
• How will you get the word out?  
• Who is your audience? 
• What’s the most effective use of marketing you chose to do? 
• What is the incentive that makes nonmembers want to bring 

their kids back? 
Ways to go off the “East” map: 

! Create an incentive for kids to return. Will you give them a 
small gift such as their Kids Field Kit?, “Takin’ It Home Music 
For Kids” CD, or a copy of the new devotional book Devotions 
Off the Map. Will they be stars in a program? Will they find out 
who won a contest? Will they find out the answer to some 
question? Will something be revealed? 

! Utilize the talents of your church body. Who is a gifted graphic 
designer, drawer, or connected to a local printer?  

• Make the promotion look professional. Think about your 
mail. What catches your eye? What makes you want to 
know more. Spend money on promotion. Make the 
event look like something kids don’t want to miss. Mail 
the promotion piece to the child, not the parents.  

! Use a good printer. Make it color, and make it professional 
looking. If it looks like you spent a lot of time on the promotional 
material, then that is a sign that the event will be of the same 
caliber. (Vistaprint is a good option for affordable and 
professional printing services.) 

! Suggestion: VBS 2015 Takin’ It Home Parent Guide 
(005723142) and attach a label with information printed about 
the family celebration. This guide would be provided to each 
parent when he or she registers the child for VBS. If the child is 
registered online, mail the guide to the parents. (Conferees will 
receive a sample of a few items after this part of the 
presentation is over.) 
 

South: Presentation 
• How much space is available for the event? 
• What kind of activities should be available? 
• What kind, if any, musical presentation will take place? 
• How and when will the plan of salvation be presented? 

Ways to go off the “South”map: 
• Provide different and new activities that may or may not be 

theme related, such as a climbing rock wall, obstacle course, or 
family game night. 

• Provide entertainment, such as a concert from a local artist. 
(This is an example of sharing expenses again with either 
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special events or music. Perhaps the musician is a part of the 
church and willing to perform for free.) 

• Involve as many kids in the presentation as possible where 
they will feel special and included.  

• Provide a presentation of the Gospel. 
 

West: Provisions 
• What food, if any, will be served? 
• How easy will it be for people to eat? 
• How welcome will first-timers feel? 
• Who will prepare and present the food? 

Ways to go off the “West” map:  
! Make your own trail mix station. Use up all the “extras” from 

snacks to create a trail mix. Adult supervision required. 
• Station “unnamed” greeters throughout the crowd. The 

job of these greeters is to engage people in 
conversation without feeling like they are being singled 
out. Think of it as “Camouflaged Greeters.” 

! Highlight opportunities and activities for kids to be involved in at 
church. Present ways to become involved in exciting ways that 
catch the attention of kids. If kids are excited, parents will allow 
their kids to be involved. 

! Provide lots of stations for serving food. If the line is long, 
people will leave, and you’ve lost the opportunity to meet new 
people who willingly walked into your church. 

! Recruit friendly, personable people to serve and distribute food. 
Make sure these people are helpful, smiling, and excited. This 
means you may want to target people who love VBS but aren’t 
able to help out due to work schedules. These volunteers’ 
enthusiasm won’t be as worn down as workers who have 
dedicated five days to teaching.  
 

5. Distribute promotional materials (5 minutes) Provide each conferee 
with a VBS 2015 Parent Guide and VBS Gospel Guide for conferees to 
inspect. Explain both items are great tools to help with promotion and 
attendance for VBS. The parent guide provides the parents with 
information about when the VBS Celebration will occur, and the VBS 2015 
Gospel Guide could serve as the free gift kids receive for returning for the 
celebration. Briefly review any promotional items you’ve secured for 
conferees to be aware of items available to purchase that would provide a 
professional way to present information about Family Celebration.  
 

6. Review directions (5 minutes) Challenge conferees to determine what 
they may do this year to take their VBS Celebration off the map. 
Encourage conferees to ask themselves the following questions. Place 
“Conference Item 3A-D” on the wall by each appropriate sign (N, S, E, W) 
as you read aloud the following statements: 

• It is Nice enough to get parents’ and kids’ attention? 
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• Is it Exploring all your options that may be available? 
• Is it a Safe space for activities to occur? 
• Is it a Welcoming experience for first timers at your church? 
 

7. Make a plan (5 minutes) Invite conferees to think about their plan to take 
their VBS Celebration off the map this year, and choose a sign to stand 
beside to represent the change. Suggest a conferee may be thinking 
about switching up the space for the VBS Celebration, so he would stand 
near the “South” sign that represents Presentation. Maybe another 
conferee has an idea to do a dessert party after the VBS musical is 
presented, so she would stand between the West and North signs, 
because she is making a change in two areas. Allow conferees to choose 
their location, and invite several volunteers to share their ideas and 
thoughts about taking the VBS Celebration off the map. 
 

8. Close in prayer (1 minute) Thank God for the opportunity to share Christ 
with new families during VBS Celebration. 
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Preparation 

• When will it happen? 
• Where will it happen? 
• How will it happen? 
• How much money is it going to cost? 

 

Promotion 

• How will you get the word out? 
• Who is your audience? 
• What’s the most effective use of marketing you chose to do? 
• What’s the incentive to return? 

 

Presentation 

• How much space is available for the event? 
• What kind of activities should be available? 
• What kind, if any, musical presentation will take place? 
• How and when will the Gospel be presented? 

 

Provisions 

• What food will be served? 
• How easy will it be to eat? 
• How welcome will first-timers feel? 
• Who will prepare and present the food? 

 
 

Item 2  
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Is it  

Nice  
enough to get 
parents’ and 

kids’ 
attention? 

 

 

Item 3A 
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available? 

 

 

 

Item 3B 
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Is it a  
Safe  

place for 
activities to 

occur? 
 

 

 

 

Item 3C 
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Is it a 

Welcoming 
experience for 
first timers at 
your church? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 3D 
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Taking VBS Celebration Off the Map 
 

Preparation 

 

Promotion 

 

Presentation 

 

Provisions 

 

Ask yourself: 

• Is it Nice enough to get parents’ and kids’ attention? 
• Is it Exploring all your options that may be available? 
• Is it a Safe space for activities to occur? 
• Is it a Welcoming experience for first timers at your 

church? 

 

How will I take VBS Celebration off the map this year? 
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