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VBS 2015 JOTM Children’s Missions Rotation Conference 
 
Purpose Statement  
This two-hour plan is designed to prepare mission leaders who are using LifeWay’s VBS 2015 
Missions Rotation Leader Guide. 
 
Resources to Collect, Prepare, & Copy 
Resources to Collect  

• VBS 2015 Missions Rotation Leader Guide with DVD 
• VBS 2015 Music Rotation and Musical CD 
• VBS 2015 Decorating Made Easy 
• VBS 2015 Blank Map Markers 
• Index cards (16) 
• Cups (16) 
• Markers 
• Large pieces of paper 

 
Resources to Prepare  

• Cut apart the tongue tanglers (see below). 
• Print the VBS Scripture and VBS Motto on large pieces of paper. (Or use the clip art 

online to create posters of the scripture and motto.) 
 
Resources to Copy  

• Handout 1 – Tongue Tanglers (1 for each 4 leaders) 
• Handout 2 – Bible Content Map (1 for each leader) 
• Signs – Bible Content Map Points (2 each) 

 
Focal Wall Description  
Cut brown and gray paper into stone shapes. Use the stone shapes to create an arch or bridge 
shape on the focal wall. Use paper bags or boxes to create stones and place them near the 
bottom of the bridge to give a 3-D effect. Tape the scripture and motto on the focal wall near the 
bridge. 
 
Room Setup Description  
Set the DVD/TV under the bridge on the focal wall or in a place where everyone will be able to 
see it. Add hiking boots, backpacks, and other related props near the focal wall and around the 
room. Tape the Bible Content Map Points in various places around the room.   
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Set the chairs in a semi-circle facing the focal wall. Place a Tongue Tangler in each chair. 
 

Decoration Suggestions  
Use these ideas as you choose to create excitement about Boulder Bridge: 

• Create large boulders from boxes and brown or gray paper. Set the boulders near the 
doorway.  

• Make a Boulder Bridge sign by printing words on brown paper. Cut brown paper to make 
a sign post. Tape the sign post and sign beside the doorway. (Use the clip art online to 
make a sign. Or use the sign from the VBS 2015 Rotation Signs.) 

• Place a few stones or boulders (made from boxes or paper bags) around the room. Add 
dried pods or silk plants in and around the stones. (Consider spray painting the pods in 
bright colors.) 

• Hang the VBS 2015 Inflatable Dragonfly or the VBS 2015 Bug Gliders from the ceiling. 
• Use the VBS 2015 Floor Prints to create a path into the room. 
• Add to the wall decor using VBS 2015 Wall Art, VBS 2015 Super Duper Sized Backdrop, 

or the VBS 2015 Visual Pack. 
• See the VBS 2015 Mission Rotation Leader Guide with DVD and the VBS 2015 

Decorating Made Easy for more ideas.  
 
Audio Visual Needs  

• DVD player and TV  
• CD player  

 
Teaching Steps  
1. Set Off on the Journey (5 minutes)  

• Play the theme song as leaders enter the conference. Tell leaders to find a place to 
camp for now and practice the tongue tanglers on the chairs. 

• Stop the music and introduce yourself. Say: “Welcome to Boulder Bridge. This is just 
one unusual and unexpected place kids will discover on their Journey Off the Map. 
During VBS this year, kids and leaders will explore uncharted territory, finding adventure 
in this wild terrain. Kids can discover that the journey of a lifetime begins with a 
relationship with Jesus and that following Jesus can lead to unexpected places. But 
nothing is unexpected to God; He has a plan for our lives.” 

• Tell leaders to stand and find another leader that has the same tongue tangler. Say: 
“Practice saying the tangler together a few times. Then tell one another a time when 
something unexpected happened in your journey with God.” 

• Call group back together. Say: “Sometimes our journey with God takes unexpected turns 
but He is always with us. We must listen to His commands.” 

• Open the Bible to Isaiah 30:21 and read the VBS Scripture. Pray that God will lead you 
as you prepare for VBS. 

 
 
2. Explore the Bible Content Map (20 minutes) 

• Say: “At Boulder Bridge, we will explore the Bible, learning about our Guide, Jesus, and 
discovering stories from the Book of Daniel. Let’s explore the focus for each day of our 
journey.” 

• Give each leader a copy of the Bible Content Map. Direct them to ramble around the 
room, finding information about the Bible stories and mapping that information. Play the 
VBS CD while they work. After a few minutes, stop the music and ask leaders to move 
back to their seats. 
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• Ask leaders to tell you what they mapped about Day 1. Briefly review the Bible story. 
Say the Point (see below). Turn to page 6 in the Missions Rotation Leader Guide and 
point to the Bible story points.  

• Say: “This day focuses on trusting Jesus as Savior and beginning a journey with Him. 
Some kids may want to know more about becoming a Christian.” Show the inside cover 
of the leader guide and highlight the information about sharing the gospel with kids and 
the ABCs of Becoming a Christian. 

• Repeat with Days 2-5. Say: “We are not just talking about missions at Boulder Bridge. 
We want to reinforce what kids have learned about the Bible. The Bible is the core of 
VBS.” 

• Today’s Points: 
o Day 1: Jesus is our Guide. Our journey begins with Him when we trust Jesus as 

our Savior. 
o Day 2: Daniel chose to obey God no matter what. God wants us to follow our 

Guide, Jesus. 
o Day 3: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego trusted that God’s way was the best 

way regardless of their circumstances. Jesus wants us to trust Him, just as these 
three men trusted God. 

o Day 4: No matter what changed around Daniel, he kept his focus on God who 
never changes. Jesus wants us to focus on Him by daily following Him. 

o Day 5: Just like Daniel, our journey is part of a much bigger story. God gave 
Daniel a promise of things to come. God has promised to complete our journey 
with Him through His Son, Jesus. 

• Call attention to the verse poster and the VBS motto. Say the motto together. 
 
3. Journey to Fontana and Lesotho (50 minutes) 

• Say: “At Boulder Bridge each day, kids will hear about kids that are journeying off the 
map to tell people about Jesus. Eddie and his friends are following their Guide in 
Fontana, California. Let’s meet these guys.” 

• Play Day 1, Eddie’s Journey from the DVD. 
• Show the Day 1 Tongue Tangler (insert item1). Choose someone who had this tangler to 

come to the front and lead the group. Say the Tongue Tangler together, slowly at first, 
and then faster. 

• Say: “Eddie, Roddy, and Paul know their Guide. They know that they want to tell people 
who do not know about Jesus. Kids will also learn about Gracie and her family. They are 
telling those who do not know in Lesotho.” 

• Play Day 1, Gracie’s Journey from the DVD. 
• Say: “Gracie and her family are helping the Basotho people know about their Guide.” 

Say the Tongue Tangler again. 
• Group the leaders into 2 or 4 groups. Assign each group either “Eddie’s Journey” or 

“Gracie’s Journey.” Ask groups to read about Eddie’s or Gracie’s journey in the back of 
the Missions Rotation Leader Guide. They should talk about the journey described in the 
missions stories. Give each group 4 index cards; they can write down one fact on each 
card about the journey. 

• After about 5-7 minutes, call the leaders back together. Tell groups to stay together. Ask 
the groups to talk about Eddie’s journey, telling what happened to Eddie, Roddy, and 
Paul. Repeat with the groups that read about Gracie’s journey. 

• Give each team 4 cups. Tell them to stack the cups upside down in a tower, placing one 
of the index cards between each cup. (See page 8 in the leader guide.) Tell one person 
from the team to stack the index cards, causing the cups to nest one on top of the other. 
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If they knock the cups over, they must restack and try again. See if teams can complete 
the task. Challenge teams to complete it in one minute. (Comment that this is a game for 
Day 1.) 

• Highlight that both Eddie and Gracie experienced unexpected things in their journeys. 
But more and more people learned about Jesus and trusted Him to be their Guide.  

• As time permits, play the Day 3 videos of both journeys. 
• Mention that the stories in the back of the leader guide are an option to showing the 

DVD. Even if equipment is not available, leaders can still have an exciting journey to 
Boulder Bridge. 

• Show the insert. Talk about the different items that are included in the insert and talk 
about how those are used to learn about Eddie’s and Gracie’s journeys each day. 

  
4. Journey Off the Map at Home (10 minutes) 

• Point out the “Missions Project Letter” on page 24 of the leader guide. Say: “Kids will 
have an opportunity to journey off the map themselves in a local missions project. Your 
church can make and distribute the bags as suggested. Or your church may want to 
complete another project in your area.” 

• Ask leaders to tell about missions projects that their churches have done or suggest 
ideas of local projects churches could do.  

• Say: “Think of ways you can help your kids journey off the map themselves. Kids will 
learn and remember what they can apply directly.” 

 
5. Prep for the Journey (15 minutes) 

• Talk about decorations. Review some of the things you did and talk about other options 
for easy and more elaborate decorations.  

• Encourage leaders to tell their own ideas.  
• Talk about the ideas in the leader guide (p. 4). Show VBS 2015 Decorating Made Easy 

and talk about decorating resources available online at the VBS Web site. 
 
6. Talk About Survival Strategies (10 minutes) 

• Tell leaders to stand and go on a walk with you. Lead leaders to walk in place and 
complete the actions of the “Survival Journey Game” on page 19 of the leader guide. 

• Say: “Often in teaching VBS, we don’t know what’s coming next. We can help each other 
be prepared for our journey.” 

• Allow leaders to ask questions or share ideas related to teaching the missions rotation in 
VBS. 

 
7. Take a Prayer Moment (10 minutes) 

• Mention that each day has a suggestion for a Mountain Top Prayer Moment with kids.  
• Give each leader a blank map marker. Tell leaders to find a partner, someone not from 

the same church. Tell partners to write the names of their partners on one side of the 
map marker and a prayer request on the opposite side.  

• Guide partners to pray together for a few minutes. 
• Pray to close the prayers. 
• Say: “We can help kids learn more about a journey with Jesus. Let’s say the motto 

together as we go.” Repeat the motto together. Dismiss. 
 


