File 12 VBS 2015 JOTM Children’s Crafts Rotation Leadership 2-Hour Session

VBS 2015 Children’s Craft Rotation
Purpose Statement
This two-hour plan is designed to train and equip teachers who will lead the Crafts Rotation for
children grades 1-6.

Resources to Collect, Prepare, & Copy
Resources to Collect
• "Shady Grove" panel of the VBS 2015 Super Duper Sized Backdrop (87V15)
• VBS 2015 Craft Rotation Leader Guides (5)
• VBS 2015 Craft Packs: enough of each for 1/5 of the conferees to complete each craft:
o VBS 2015 Journey Banner Craft Pack (51V15) or supplies for 1/5 of the
conferees to complete the craft as directed on page 9 of the Craft Rotation
Leader Guide. Craft Pack will need: black paint or stamp pads, foam stamps
(cross, tree, leaves), glue, permanent markers
o VBS 2015 Water Bottle Carabiner Craft Pack (53V15) or supplies for 1/5 of the
conferees to complete the craft as directed on page 11 of the Craft Rotation
Leader Guide. Craft Pack will need: permanent markers
o VBS 2015 Dragonfly Clip Craft Pack (52V15) or supplies for 1/5 of the conferees
to complete the craft as directed on page 17 of the Craft Rotation Leader Guide.
Craft Pack will need: glue, permanent markers, optional glitter glue
o VBS 2015 Campfire Magnet Craft Pack (55V15) or supplies for 1/5 of the
conferees to complete the craft as directed on page 21 of the Craft Rotation
Leader Guide. Craft Pack will need: glue, permanent markers
o VBS 2015 Adventure Chalkboard Craft Pack (54V15) or supplies for 1/5 of the
conferees to complete the craft as directed on page 25 of the Craft Rotation
Leader Guide. Craft Pack will need: glue, permanent markers
• VBS 2015 Blank Map Markers (118V15) one for each participant, or a 1½-inch round
circle cut from white cardstock
• Several permanent markers for conferees to share
• VBS 2015 Metal Buckets (115V15) or another theme-related container to hold markers
• Green craft paper
• 25 paper plates (5 each of 5 different colors) and 5 coordinating paper bowls, or paper
circles
• Cardstock to cut out large letters
• VBS 2015 Journey Off the Map Backpack (113V15), or 5 large bags
• VBS 2015 Decorating Made Easy (5V15)
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•
•
•
•

VBS 2015 Logo Stamp (108V15)
VBS 2015 Cloth Drawstring Bags (116V15)
VBS 2015 Sticky Foam Shapes (56V15)
VBS 2015 ABC Foam Shapes (57V15)

Resources to Prepare
• Samples of all 15 daily craft options and the 3-5 day project
• Signs identifying the crafts for each session
• Cut 5 stems and leaves from green craft paper. Label the stems: "Day1, Day 2, etc."
• Draw the symbol for Day 1 in the bottom of a bowl. Print these elements on the backs of
matching plates:
o Session Title
o Bible Study Bullet Points
o Christ Connection
o Today's Point
o Prayer Suggestions
Do the same for Days 2-5. (paper circles can be substituted for bowls & plates)
• Make 25 tape rolls
• Place a copy of the leader guide, craft pack, and additional supplies to complete the
crafts in a backpack for each day. (gift bags may be substituted for backpacks)
• Cut out large letters: CRAFTS
Resources to Copy
• Handout: Guidelines for Choosing Crafts

Focal Wall Description
Hang the "Shady Grove" panel of the VBS 2015 Super Duper Sized Backdrop (82V15) or create
a background of trees, vines and flowers using suggestions from VBS 2015 Decorating Made
Easy (5V15).

Room Setup Description
•
•

•
•

Arrange chairs in a large semi-circle facing the focal wall.
Place a long table near the focal wall. Cover the table with VBS 2015 Tablecloths
(94V15) or similar cloth. Use the VBS 2015 Table Topper (83V15) as a backdrop for the
craft display table. Arrange the crafts on the table with a small sign identifying the crafts
for each session.
Place the plates you printed under the chairs.
Tape the flower stems & leaves you have prepared near the focal wall. Tape the bowl in
the center at the top of the stem. Leave enough room for the plates to be added around
the bowl. Place the tape rolls near the stems.

Decoration Suggestions
Use trees, vines, and large flowers to create the "Shady Grove." See page 4 of the VBS 2015
Craft Rotation Leader Guide (50V15) and VBS 2015 Decorating Made Easy (5V15) for more
decorating suggestions.
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Audio Visual Needs
• VBS 2014 Takin' It Home Music for Kids CD (60V15) CD Player and power source
Teaching Steps
Welcome and Introduction (5 minutes)
1. Play "Journey Off The Map" as the conferees arrive. Invite participants to explore the
"Shady Grove," take pictures and make notes.
2. Encourage conferees to use the makers provided to make their own map marker with an
insignia that represents a hobby or interest.
3. Explain that Craft teachers- like all teachers in VBS- are really Bible study teachers. The
crafts we lead are designed to reinforce the Biblical truth presented each day.
4. Ask conferees to look at page 1 of the Craft Rotation Leader Guide. Explain: “We will look
at the Six Step VBS as it relates to teaching Crafts.”
Six Steps to Prepare to Teach Crafts: Prepare Your Heart (15 minutes)
5. Remind the conferees that preparing our own hearts is always the first step in getting ready
for VBS. Say: “We will explore the Bible content by putting together the flowers near the
focal wall.” Ask the conferees to look below their chairs to find the petals needed to
complete the flowers. Explain that each flower has 5 petals that match the color of the
center already on the wall. Encourage conferees to find the petals and use the tape rolls to
complete each flower.
6. Point out that the Bible Story Bullet Points, Connection Points, and Prayer Suggestions are
found in the leader guide on the first page of each day. Call attention to the “Sharing the
Gospel with Kids” inside the front cover of the leader guide. Briefly highlight the information
on the page. Talk about the importance of being prepared to help any child who might be
ready to make a commitment to Christ.
Six Steps to Prepare to Teach Crafts: Get the Basic Facts (10 minutes)
7. Ask the conferees to name some basic facts Craft leaders need to know: Number & ages of
the kids, time, space, etc. Lead a discussion about the importance of having this
information, and of being a part of the over-all VBS team.
Six Steps to Prepare to Teach Crafts: Plan (10 minutes)
8. Give each conferee a copy of the Guidelines for Choosing Crafts Handout. Use the
“CRAFTS” acrostic to emphasize the factors that should be considered when deciding which
craft to choose.
C- Is the craft something the child will value?
R- Does the craft reinforce the Bible study?
A- Is the craft affordable?
F- Is the craft fun?
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T- Can the craft be completed in the time allotted?
S- Are the supplies available?
Six Steps to Prepare to Teach Crafts: Gather & Prepare (40 minutes)
9. Ask the conferees to form 5 groups. Give each group a backpack prepared for the day they
will be assigned. Explain that each group will make one of the crafts suggested for the
assigned day.
10. Allow each group to show the craft for the assigned day. Show the additional crafts and
comment on details you observed in preparing your samples. Share any additional
information and helpful tips that might be of interest to leaders during the planning and
preparation for VBS.
11. Show the sample of the 3-5 Day Project. Point out the VBX crafts illustrated on page 26.
Mention that additional craft ideas can be found in the Student and Adult material.
Six Steps to Prepare to Teach Crafts: Teach (10 minutes)
12. Remind the conferees that it is the leaders responsibility to make sure that everything done
in Crafts leads kids to the point of each day. Talk through each craft, highlighting ways to
use the craft to help kids make the connection.
Six Steps to Prepare to Teach Crafts: Continue the Connection (10 minutes)
13. Remind conferees that working together on a craft with kids is a great way to build a
relationship. Suggest several ways to continue making a connection with kids: participate
in VBS family night, greet kids by name when you see them at church or in the community,
etc. Give conferees an opportunity to offer other suggestions.
Tips (15 minutes)
14. Explain your room set up and answer questions about where things can be found and how
they are made. Remind conferees that room decor can enhance or distract from the
learning experience. Point out the decoration tips on page 4 of the leader guide. Suggest
leaders also check out ideas in Decorating Made Easy and lifeway.com/vbs.
15. Talk about and show some of the products that may be used to enhance the Craft

experience:
•
•
•
•

VBS 2015 Logo Stamp (108V15)
VBS 2015 Cloth Drawstring Bags (116V15)
VBS 2015 Sticky Foam Shapes (56V15)
VBS 2015 ABC Foam Shapes (57V15)

Conclusion (5 minutes)
16. Read Isaiah 30:21 and remind conferees that we can prepare for VBS with confidence that
our Guide will direct us in the way we should go.
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17. Tell conferees that we are going to use the markers they made earlier as prayer reminders.
Suggest that they may want to write their name and e-mail address on the back of the
marker and exchange it with someone in the group. Give them a few minutes to trade, then
lead a prayer asking God to bless the leaders, kids and families in VBS this year.
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Guidelines for choosing crafts:

C____________
R____________
A____________
F____________
T____________
S____________

6

