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Interpersonal processes take place within relationships that are themselves embedded in 
broader social networks. The work presented in this symposium draws upon recent 
developments in social network analysis to examine how specific interpersonal processes --  
self-disclosure, drinking, marriage, and attachment -- interact with the social networks in which 
they take place. 
 
A Social Network Comparison of Low-Income Black and White Newlywed Couples 
Grace Jackson, David Kennedy, Thomas N. Bradbury, Benjamin R. Karney 
UCLA; RAND Corporation 
Efforts to explain racial disparities in marital outcomes have focused on economic differences 
between Blacks and Whites, but have neglected potential differences in the social networks 
within which marriages are embedded. The current study addressed this gap by drawing on 
interviews with 57 first-married newlyweds from low-income communities to compare the 
composition and structure of Black and White couples’ social networks. Results indicated that 
low-income Black couples entered marriage at a social disadvantage relative to White couples, 
with more family relationships, but fewer positive relationships and sources of emotional support 
(for wives), fewer connections to married individuals, and fewer shared relationships between 
spouses. Some network differences could be attributed to the fact that, even within low-income 
communities, Black newlyweds had lower household incomes, were younger, and were more 
likely to be parents than White newlyweds, but Black couples’ social disadvantages persisted 
even when these economic and demographic differences were controlled.  
 
 
Romantic Attachment and Friendship Networks: Individual Differences in Attachment 
Manifesting in Group Social Behavior 
Amanda N. Gessleman, Benjamin S. Crosier, Gregory D. Webster 
University of Florida 
Is attachment related to popularity? Specifically, are romantically avoidantly attached adults less 
likely to be nominated as friends by peers? Social network analysis is ideal for addressing such 
social-personality questions because it integrates information about individuals (nodes) and 
their relationships (ties). Prior research showed that Big Five personality relates to social 
network structure (Crosier et al., 2013). In the present research, we predicted that avoidant 
attachment would be negatively related to popularity in social networks. In Study 1 (N=44), an 
undergraduate psychology classroom indicated the strength of their friendships with other class 
members and completed measures of personality (BFI-44; John & Srivastava, 1999) and 
attachment (ECR-R; Fraley et al., 2000). After controlling for Big Five personality, avoidant 
attachment was negatively related to eigenvector indegree centrality - a measure of popularity 
(r=-.31). In Study 2 (N=67), we replicated this effect with the same measures in a different 
undergraduate psychology class (r=-.27).  
 
 



Social Drinking: Alcohol Use and Personality Traits Predict Collegiate Social Networks 
Allan Clifton, James MacKillop, Joshua D. Miller 
Vassar College; University of Georgia 
Alcohol misuse among college students is a major public health problem, which is likely driven 
by both individual differences and social influences. We assessed the acquaintance and 
friendship connections among N=96 students at two time points, and used social network 
analysis to model these sociocentric networks. We also assessed personality traits and alcohol 
misuse by these students, and examined the relationship with social network characteristics. As 
expected, personality characteristics, including Extraversion, Agreeableness, Impulsivity, and 
Sensation Seeking, were predictive of network position, such as centrality, connectivity, and 
membership within cohesive subgroups. However, alcohol misuse, as well as motivations for 
drinking alcohol, were much stronger predictors of network structure. Results suggest that both 
personality and collegiate alcohol misuse are important in understanding social network 
characteristics.  
 
 
Social networking is a double-edged sword: Low self-esteem and self-disclosure on 
Facebook 
Joanne V. Wood, Amanda L. Forest, Daniel Machado 
University of Waterloo; University of Pittsburgh 
Popular media have promoted the idea that social networking websites may enrich the 
interpersonal lives of people who struggle to make social connections. Do such websites benefit 
people with low self-esteem (LSEs)? LSEs’ self-protectiveness normally inhibits them from self-
disclosing, which is crucial to fostering connections. We suspected that Facebook would reduce 
the perceived riskiness of self-disclosure, thus encouraging LSEs to express themselves more 
openly. We found that (1) LSEs do see Facebook as a safe medium for self-disclosure, and 2) 
when we manipulated the communication medium--online vs. face-to-face--LSEs expressed 
themselves more freely online. However, (3) LSEs also express considerable negativity online, 
to which (4) other people--both strangers and Facebook friends--respond unfavorably. Hence, 
LSEs’ negativity may bring about the very rejection that they fear. This research illustrates how 
social media provide new ways to test theories about self-esteem and relationship processes.  
 


