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PROFESSIONAL MANAGER  
OF THE YEAR AWARD — 
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT
The Professional Manager of the Year Award in Administrative Management seeks 
to recognize outstanding achievement in the area of administration within the 
public works department and to inspire excellence and dedication in the public 
sector by recognizing the outstanding career service achievements of administrative 
professionals.

Julie Piacentini
Administrative Manager 
Department of Public Works 
City of Brookline, Massachusetts

As the Administrative Manager for the City of Brookline’s Department of Public 
Works, Julie Piacentini is responsible for coordinating and organizing all clerical and 
administrative activities of the central administrative office and the Commissioner’s 
office. She provides assistance to all of the DPW’s professional staff as needed. Her 
job functions require the exercise of considerable judgment and a broad knowledge 
of department operations. She is responsible for carrying through entire functions 
that are essential to the office.

One of several innovations that Piacentini has spearheaded is DPW Day in Brookline. 
As a true champion of public works awareness she led this event in 2006 and has 
been doing so each year ever since. Brookline’s DPW Day is an incredible outreach 
tool that educates the public on the role public works has in enhancing the quality 
of life for everyone. Students and families of Brookline who have participated have 
seen some of the functions of Engineering, Highway, Parks and Water Divisions. The 
divisions set up stations and demonstrate their role in the community. Piacentini 
contributed an excellent article about DPW Day in the March 2007 issue of the 
APWA Reporter.
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Edward “Ed” Roberge, P.E.
City Engineer 
City of Concord, New Hampshire

Edward “Ed” Roberge’s extensive experience in the engineering field has enabled 
the City of Concord to flourish, especially with his direct involvement in the US 
Route 3 Corridor Improvement Program (2007). He was responsible for the planning, 
design, and construction of this 6.6-mile, multi-phased “Complete Street” corridor 
project, improving transportation for the city. Additionally, the project included 
extensive public participation, particularly during the Penacook Village (Concord’s 
2nd Downtown) reconstruction phase, where village safety and streetscape 
improvements followed the undergrounding of aerial utilities.

Roberge also works to create viable engineering options for sustainability in the 
City of Concord. Struggling with the impacts of continued street cuts in newer 
pavements, Roberge and the Engineering Services Division conducted considerable 
research and led an advisory committee to explore options to protect against long-
term street cut damage. He introduced an amended Street Excavation Ordinance, 
adopted by City Council, authorizing the assessment of street damage fees to 
utilities and contractors to open-cut city streets. This ordinance was the first in New 
Hampshire to create a mechanism where street maintenance is sustainable. Not 
only does this initiative aid in the transportation welfare of Concord, but also in the 
sustainability of the engineering industry as a whole.

PROFESSIONAL MANAGER OF  
THE YEAR AWARD — ENGINEERING 
AND TECHNOLOGY
The Professional Manager of the Year Award in the Engineering and Technology 
category recognizes the outstanding career service achievements of engineering and 
technology professionals.
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Nick Caggiano
Superintendent of Parks & Recreation 
City of Nashua, New Hampshire

Nick Caggiano has continuously worked in the Green Industry since 1979, while 
completing and after finishing his Associate’s Degree in Applied Science Recreational 
Land Management from the State University of New York in Cobleskill, New York in 
1980. After graduation, he worked in the private sector as an Operations Manager 
for 20 years before shifting to the public sector in the City of Nashua. For the last 
16 years, Caggiano has served as the Associate Manager of Park Maintenance and 
subsequently the Superintendent and Tree Warden for the Parks and Recreation 
Department.

To support the efforts of his team, Caggiano’s involvement with the New England 
Park Association and New England Sports Turf Association has allowed Nashua to 
host regional workshops. These workshops have drawn over 100 peer professionals 
to various Nashua facilities to learn about the concerted efforts of the team. With 
the added support from industry professionals, members of the Parks & Recreation 
Department have learned new techniques through the educational programs offered 
at these various training events.

PROFESSIONAL MANAGER OF  
THE YEAR AWARD — FACILITIES  
AND GROUNDS
The Facilities and Grounds Professional Manager of the Year Award seeks to inspire 
excellence and dedication in the public sector by recognizing the outstanding career 
service achievements of facilities and/or grounds management professionals. The 
focus of this award is the recognition of exceptional leadership and management in 
the field of facilities and/or grounds.
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Melvin L. Garrett
Assistant Fleet Director 
Charleston County Government 
North Charleston, South Carolina

Melvin Garrett has served as the Assistant Fleet Manager for Charleston County 
Government since 1990. His approach in achieving a successful fleet operation has 
been to properly equip the maintenance facilities with state-of-the-art equipment 
and adopt industry standards for technician credentialing and certification. Both 
strategies have paid off in the retention and recruitment of qualified technicians. In 
just the past three years, more than 85% of the Fleet technician staff have achieved 
the Institute for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) certification for critical repair 
disciplines and resulted in negligible staff turnovers.

As a charter member of the County’s Vehicle Review Board (VRB), Garrett provides 
expert insight on vehicle performance and manufacturer’s technical specifications 
in the safe operation of County-owned and -operated equipment. As a primary 
member of this board, he conducts reviews of each referred accident taking 
into consideration all available documents, reports, testimony or other relevant 
evidence. Board members regularly confide in his reviews and analysis of events and 
equipment capabilities to do whatever is necessary to prevent accidents and the 
unsafe operation of County equipment.

PROFESSIONAL MANAGER OF  
THE YEAR AWARD — PUBLIC FLEET
The Professional Manager of the Year Award in the Public Fleet category recognizes 
the outstanding career service achievements of public fleet management professionals 
with the award’s primary focus on exceptional leadership and management of public 
sector fleets.
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Kürt Blomquist, P.E.
Public Works Director/Emergency Management Director 
City of Keene, New Hampshire

Kürt Blomquist understands the crucial role that public works professionals play 
in emergency management. His leadership is evident in his history as an Air Force 
officer and his management during emergency situations in Keene, including 
floods and extreme winter weather. Throughout his career, he has continuously 
demonstrated his passion for emergency management and public works, from 
serving on various local, state and national committees, to educating public works 
agencies and communities at conferences. Whether he is sharing the importance 
of public works personnel with others or working with the Keene Police and 
Fire Departments, Blomquist nurtures his interest and knowledge in emergency 
management and encourages others to appreciate the vital role this industry plays 
in ensuring a safe community.

As the City’s Public Works Director, Blomquist works directly with the other 
emergency response departments. Since his appointment, he has been involved 
with responding to and recovering from eight Federal Disaster Declarations events 
impacting the City of Keene. These events ranged from severe winter weather to 
major floods. During these difficult circumstances, he served as the lead for the 
public works response, advising senior management, leading the City’s recovery 
actions, as well as interfacing with state and federal agencies. Blomquist provided 
the public works lead for the city’s largest community event, Keene Annual Pumpkin 
Festival, which brought in over 50,000 people to the city’s downtown area.

PROFESSIONAL MANAGER OF  
THE YEAR AWARD —  
PUBLIC WORKS EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT
The Professional Manager of the Year Award in Public Works Emergency Management 
seeks to inspire excellence and dedication by recognizing the outstanding career 
service achievements of public works emergency management professionals.
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Mike Mundell
Solid Waste Manager 
City of New Braunfels, Texas

Mike Mundell is the manager of the Solid Waste and Recycling Division of the Public 
Works Department for the City of New Braunfels. He has served as a municipal 
solid waste manager in Texas for 11 years, holds a Texas Municipal Solid Waste “A” 
license, and is a voting member of the Alamo Area Council of Governments (AACOG) 
Resource Recovery Committee (RRC). Mundell also manages the quarterly bulky 
goods drop-offs program, three annual household hazardous waste collections 
events, and one electronics recycling drop off event, that are all free of charge to 
residents.

Recognizing the significant growth rate in the community, Mundell’s strategic 
planning initiative includes expanding operations to ensure that the Solid Waste 
and Recycling Division can continue to provide an adequate level of service to the 
community. He has added additional staff and specialized equipment, such as a 
grapple truck, to expand on the services of bulky trash and brush collection. He has 
expanded his management team to improve the span of control in the residential 
and recycling collection subdivision. Mundell has also added a Recycle Center staff 
to expand the opportunities for participation at the Recycle Center and outreach and 
education for the residents of the community.

PROFESSIONAL MANAGER OF THE 
YEAR AWARD — SOLID WASTE
The Professional Manager of the Year Award in the Solid Waste category recognizes 
the outstanding career service achievements of solid waste management 
professionals. The primary focus of this award is recognition of exceptional 
management, operation and maintenance of public sector solid waste operations.
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Debbie Hale
Executive Director 
Transportation Agency for Monterey County 
Salinas, California

Debbie Hale became the first woman, and more notably the first non-engineer, to 
serve as the Executive Director of the Transportation Agency for Monterey County 
(TAMC), in 2006. She joined the agency in 2001, and has worked there for almost 
15 years. Under her stewardship, TAMC has facilitated the delivery of more than 
$400 million in regional transportation projects to make travel safer and more 
convenient for visitors, residents and businesses. Under her guidance, the agency 
has secured funding and helped deliver large and small transportation projects 
that have dramatically changed the landscape of Monterey County. As a result, the 
region’s transportation improvements have saved lives, improved commerce, created 
healthier transportation choices and enhanced the quality of life in Monterey 
County.

Hale and her agency have taken on several projects and programs to create a more 
sustainable transportation future. This year, the agency is completing its second 
federally-funded use of the INVEST sustainability evaluation tool, a project that 
includes training other agencies in its use. Last year, TAMC adopted the Marina-
Salinas Multimodal Corridor Plan, which developed conceptual designs for future 
high-quality transit services and regional bicycle connections, and new bike lanes in 
the corridor were just striped as a direct result of that plan. In 2014, TAMC adopted 
Complete Streets guidelines to assist local jurisdictions in planning, designing and 
implementing projects that are more sustainable, and serve all modes of travel.

PROFESSIONAL MANAGER OF  
THE YEAR AWARD —  
TRANSPORTATION
The Professional Manager of the Year Award in the Transportation category recognizes 
the outstanding career service achievements of public transportation professionals. The 
primary focus of this award is recognition of exceptional leadership and management 
by an individual through a significant transportation-related project or program.
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Andrew M. Pappastergion
Commissioner of Public Works 
Town of Brookline, Massachusetts

Throughout his public works career of more than 45 years, Andrew M. Pappastergion 
has been a leader in protecting and enhancing water resources in his community 
and in Greater Boston. As Commissioner for Brookline’s nearly 60,000 residents, 
Pappastergion directed the $38 million rehabilitation of the Town’s entire water 
system and helped implement a $92 million project to improve flood control, improve 
ecosystems, and restore the historic Muddy River. Under his direction, the Town of 
Brookline also implemented the AquaHawk utility customer portal, a fixed network 
system that provides users with water leakage and usage threshold alerts with the 
ultimate goal of reducing water consumption and property damage.

Pappastergion has demonstrated the use of new, innovative ideas and technologies 
that have advanced the effectiveness of water resources management and water 
treatment. In particular, as the waterworks leader on the Massachusetts Water 
Resources Authority’s Board, he played a key role in the design and construction of 
the Authority’s John J. Carroll Water Treatment Plant, which was completed in 2005. 
As the senior member of the Water Policy and Oversight Committee, Pappasterion 
made key decisions regarding the appropriate treatment technology for the new 
plant that ultimately provided for both ozone and ultraviolet light treatment for 
disinfection in compliance with the EPA’s Long-Term Enhanced Surface Water 
Treatment Rule.

PROFESSIONAL MANAGER OF  
THE YEAR AWARD —  
WATER RESOURCES
The Professional Manager of the Year Award in the Water Resources category 
recognizes outstanding career service achievements of water resources 
professionals.


