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Now that eight states have passed anti-BDS legislation, with eleven more lined up to take similar 
action, the BDS hate campaign is pushing back with predictably deceitful and misleading arguments.  
 
Please find below five key talking points provided by The Israel Project to help you advocate for 
the legislation. Each one begins with a TV-style soundbite and is then followed by more substantive 
considerations that can further illustrate your argument. You can also find excellent economic data in 
"Israel Gives Much More to the U.S. Economy Than You Imagined," an article by Aaron Menenberg 
for TIP's online magazine, "The Tower." (http://www.thetower.org/article/israel-gives-much-
more-to-the-u-s-economy-than-you-imagined/) 
 
 
– "Job security and job creation is the number one priority for Americans of all 
political stripes. More than 250,000 American jobs are sustained by trade 
with Israel. The anti-BDS legislation protects American jobs and American 
commerce, preventing the boycott of an ally with whom we conduct $2 billion worth 
of business every month." 
 
The uncompromising economic and political warfare against Israel advocated by supporters 
of BDS will, if implemented, have a profoundly negative impact on American workers and 
American companies.  
 
The eight states that have already passed anti-BDS legislation – Illinois, South Carolina, 
Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Indiana, Colorado, and Arizona – conduct annual trade with 
Israel worth $1.1 billion. Given that one in five American jobs is dependent on foreign 
trade, implementing a boycott of Israel will harm Americans alongside those Israeli 
companies and institutions unfairly targeted. Additionally, the boycott will stunt the 
economic growth that trade with Israel brings. 
 
 
 – "American taxpayers don't want to fund discrimination. This legislation ensures 
that companies and institutions that discriminate against Israelis through the BDS 
hate campaign will be ineligible for state contracts." 
 
The BDS hate campaign wants to block Israeli companies from conducting business in the 
US, prevent Israeli academics from cooperating with American universities, and stop Israeli 



artists from performing at American venues. Any and every Israeli, whether Jewish or 
Arab, is a target for the boycott.  
 
Implementation of the boycott means engaging in illegal discrimination on the basis of 
nationality. The Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015, signed into law by 
President Obama, protects Israel and other countries from unjustified boycotts by 
prohibiting discrimination in government contracts. Additionally, there is 
pending bipartisan federal legislation, sponsored by Mark Kirk (R-IL) and Joe Manchin (D-
WV) in the Senate, and Juan Vargas (D-CA) and Bob Dold (R-IL) in the House. This bill, 
aptly named the “Combating BDS Act of 2016,” aims to protect state and local 
governments’ right to withdraw their pension funds and contracts from entities that 
boycott, divest, or sanction Israel. 
 
 – "The claim that the anti-BDS legislation restricts First Amendment rights is a 
malicious falsehood deliberately promoted by Israel's enemies." 
 
While BDS is rightly regarded as hate speech, nothing in the anti-BDS legislation 
prohibits free speech rights. The legislation is practical, limiting commercial transactions 
between states in the Union and companies or entities that engage in nationality-based 
discrimination. BDS activists who claim otherwise are purposefully distorting the truth. 
 
 – "Polls consistently show that more than 70 percent of Americans sympathize with 
Israel. That's why the anti-BDS legislation enjoys bipartisan support." 
 
Combating the implementation of a boycott of Israel is not a Republican issue or a 
Democratic issue. It’s an issue of morality, justice, and economic responsibility. In state 
legislatures across the U.S., Republicans and Democrats have come together to pass 
almost unanimously anti-discrimination legislation.  
 
– "The overwhelming support for anti-BDS legislation is evidenced by the number of 
states that are currently debating the passage of similar measures." 
 
Anti-BDS legislation is now actively moving through state legislatures in Ohio, New 
York, California, Massachussetts, Rhode Island and Alabama, with Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, North Carolina and Texas considering the legislation for 2017. New York and 
California are the two states which conduct the highest volume of trade with Israel, 
worth over $8 billion annually. 
 
For more information and guidance, please contact Jacob Millner, TIP Senior Policy 
Analyst – jacobm@theisraelproject.org 

	  


