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Mike Faha, PLA, ASLA, LEED AP
Principal/Landscape Architect 
GreenWorks, PC 
Portland, Oregon

Mike Faha is a founding principal of GreenWorks, a landscape architecture firm 
that he established in 1987. He is a registered landscape architect and an Oregon 
LEED Accredited Professional. His primary professional interest is in creating livable, 
sustainable communities that balance economic, ecological, and social needs. As a 
Principal of GreenWorks, Faha is involved with all of GreenWorks projects. He leads 
planning and design project teams on a variety of project types. His most significant 
professional achievement has been his promotion of urban stormwater planning and 
design as an important part of the work of landscape architects.

Faha and GreenWorks provided the design work for the new Dundee Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. GreenWorks incorporated natural landscaping, sustainability and 
stormwater management in their conceptual alternatives. In Dundee, there was an 
opportunity to make a community asset from some of the acreage. About 40 acres 
in size, the plans call for protecting and restoring recognized priority habitats such 
as wetlands, riparian forest and shrublands, and Western Oregon oak woodland and 
oak savannah, and establishing a small area in the northwest corner of the site that 
provides access for passive recreation, a nature-based play area/playground, and the 
interpretation of environmental, cultural, and historical values associated with the 
site.

SUSTAINABILITY PRACTICES AWARD 
— INDIVIDUAL
To recognize individuals, teams or organizations that have made outstanding 
contributions to promote sustainability in public works. Sustainability is 
accomplished by the efficient delivery of infrastructure in an environmentally and 
socially responsible way that ensures the best choice in the long term.
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City of Coon Rapids, Minnesota

The City of Coon Rapids has been a leader in sustainable and innovative practices 
for decades and continues to strive to meet the changing needs of our residents. 
Coon Rapids is a largely developed city with a large amount of residential property, 
commercial property and redevelopment areas. With specific goals of redevelopment 
and innovation, the City has looked for ways to integrate sustainable practices 
in every new building, project and development. These goals and policies are 
supported by City Council, City staff, citizen advisory commissions and residents, 
which is illustrated by their success. Sustainability in Coon Rapids encompasses 
three key areas: environmental, social and economic sustainability.

In March 2014, Coon Rapids became part of the MN GreenStep Cities program 
as a Step 1 City. This voluntary challenge, assistance, and recognition program 
has helped the City of Coon Rapids recognize and acknowledge its sustainability 
goals. The program consists of 29 Best Practices in various areas of sustainability 
with specific criteria to gain credit for each. By participating in this program, Coon 
Rapids has identified past and current practices related to various aspects of city 
and community sustainability. Currently, the City has completed 13 of the 29 Best 
Practices in the GreenStep framework, qualifying Coon Rapids as a Step 2 City. This 
program has also allowed the City to compare themselves to neighboring cities, and 
utilize valuable resources such as City ordinances, best practices and more.

SUSTAINABILITY PRACTICES AWARD 
— PROGRAM/ORGANIZATION
To recognize individuals, teams or organizations that have made outstanding 
contributions to promote sustainability in public works. Sustainability is 
accomplished by the efficient delivery of infrastructure in an environmentally and 
socially responsible way that ensures the best choice in the long term.


