
Creating a Prevention System in the United States



Our Mission:
To prevent the abuse and 

neglect 
of our nation’s children 

Our Vision:  
For every child to have a 

great childhood

HELPING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES THRIVE FOR OVER 45 YEARS
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Healthy Families America

To promote child and family 
well-being, prevent child 

maltreatment, and 
strengthen communities, we 

make available the high-
quality, evidence-based HFA 

home visiting model in 
communities throughout 

the US and worldwide

Policy

To advocate on behalf of the 
vulnerable children and 

families we serve, we 
advance federal and state 
policies that promote the 
well-being of children and 

families and strengthen 
communities

Public Engagement & 
Impact

To shift the conversation 
about child abuse and 

neglect to primary 
prevention and drive 

widespread action, we 
engage our nationwide 
chapter network, HFA 

affiliates, and policy and 
research partners to 

articulate, elevate, and 
amplify our mission

Chapter Network

To change public perception 
around child abuse and 
neglect prevention and 
promote healthy child 

development, we provide 
leadership and organize a 

coordinated effort 
throughout our nationwide 

state chapter network

Research & Evaluation

Strategic Partnerships



Plan for today…

• History of child maltreatment & prevention
• Recognition, surveillance, & policy

• Development of models & treatments

• Neuroscience & ACEs

• Charting a new course forward for the prevention of child 
maltreatment
• Programs

• Policy

• Public awareness & social norms

• Research

• Training & education

• Partnerships



Recognition, Surveillance, & Policy



• Potential for child abuse
• Parent history of abuse

• Relationships with others

• Expectations of the child

• Qualities of the child

• Crisis





Child Maltreatment--2018

• 678,000 unique 
victims

• 62% neglect

• 11% physical 
abuse

• 7% sexual abuse

• 2% psychological 
abuse

• 16% multi-type 
abuse/neglect

• 1,770 deaths

National Child Abuse & Neglect Data System (NCANDS)

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/cm2018.pdf

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/cm2018.pdf


Trends in Child Maltreatment

http://unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/Updated%20trends%202016.pdf

http://unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/Updated trends 2016.pdf


Economic Burden

$830,928 per child victim



Models & Treatments



Adverse Childhood Experiences
ACEs are experiences that may be traumatic to children and youth during the first 18 years of life such as 
experiencing violence or other types of emotionally disturbing exposures in their homes and communities. 

ACEs not included in the 
traditional measure:

• Bullying

• Teen dating violence

• Peer to peer violence

• Witness violence in community or 
school

• Homelessness

• Death of a parent

Graphic credit:  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Abuse Neglect Household Challenges
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https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/aces/pdf/vs-1105-aces-H.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/aces/pdf/vs-1105-aces-H.pdf










Charting the Course for a 
Prevention System
• Programs

• Policy

• Research

• Training & Education

• Funding

• Partnerships



https://www.parentingincontext.org/

https://www.parentingincontext.org/


“We cannot tackle these issues single-handedly—no 
one can—but neither can we sit idly by and allow our 
children, families, and communities to suffer. At 
moments like this, it is more important than ever for us 
to stand together to advocate for racial justice and 
equity. To do so, we rely on strong partnerships—with 
our nationwide network of state chapters and Healthy 
Families America affiliates, with external collaborators 
at the local, state, and federal levels, and with leaders 
in the business and civic communities. We all have a 
role to play in creating a better future for every child, 
regardless of the color of their skin.”

Dr. Melissa Merrick, President/CEO, 
Prevent Child Abuse America



Racism





Public health is what we, as a society, do 
collectively to 

assure the conditions in which (all) people can 
be healthy.

Institute of Medicine

The Future of Public Health, 1988 & 1997



Child Maltreatment Prevention

SOURCE: Jones, Jones, Perry, & Barclay (2009)

Tertiary Prevention

• Helping victims of child 

maltreatment

• Stop maltreatment

• Treatment & 

services

Secondary Prevention

• Identifying & working 

with those at-risk for 

maltreatment

Primary Prevention

• Preventing children from 

being abused or neglected

• Addressing systemic factors 

that place children/families 

at-risk
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Are all 

communities & 

populations 

equal?
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Differences in 

access to care
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Differences in 

quality of care
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Differences in 

exposure & 

opportunities



Programs



Policy



Public Awareness & Social Norms



Research



Training & Education



Partnerships



J. Bart Klika, MSW, PhD
Chief Research & Strategy Officer
Prevent Child Abuse America
bklika@preventchildabuse.org
https://preventchildabuse.org/

Research Faculty
Florida State University
College of Social Work

mailto:bklika@preventchildabuse.org
https://preventchildabuse.org/

