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Daniel Nix
Utilities Operations Manager 
City of Wichita Falls, Texas

Daniel Nix has worked on numerous environmental sustainability projects during 
his career with the City of Wichita Falls, Texas. He is responsible for the creation of a 
Texas specialty license plate that promotes water conservation throughout the state 
and funds a scholarship program within the Texas Section AWWA (American Water 
Works Association). He has revised and implemented the City of Wichita Falls’ Water 
Conservation/Drought Contingency Plan, saving 6.9 billion gallons of water thus far 
through this extended drought. He has implemented changes to the Distribution 
Flushing Program to reuse all of the water that is flushed from fire hydrants.

Nix’s most recent, and most pioneering, contribution in the field of environmental 
sustainability (not only locally but throughout the world) is his development of 
the Direct Potable Reuse (DPR) project for Wichita Falls. This project is supplying 
five million gallons of drinking water each day from treated wastewater effluent. 
Coupled with the reduction in water demand from conservation, the DPR project has 
lowered the demand on the lakes from 12 MGD to 7 MGD in the summer months 
of July/August for a population of 140,000 people served. All of this has helped 
to extend the City’s water supply an additional four years through this ongoing 
drought.

CHARLES WALTER NICHOLS AWARD 
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE
The Charles Walter Nichols Award for Environmental Excellence was established to 
recognize outstanding and meritorious achievement in the environmental fields in 
its broadest sense. This may include, but is not limited to, street sanitation; refuse 
collection, disposal and recycling; sewers and sewage treatment; and water supply 
and water treatment.


