
2016 APWA 
Young Leader
Award
The Young Leader Award recognizes APWA members who have 
demonstrated an initial commitment to the profession and the 
Association and display potential for future growth within the 
Association. The award promotes the concept that length of career does 
not necessarily indicate leadership abilities or potential for service. 
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Lauren J. Behm
Management Analyst 
Pierce County Public Works 
Tacoma, Washington

Lauren Behm is a Management Analyst with the Airport & Ferry Division of Pierce 
County Public Works in Tacoma, Washington. She is an active member of the APWA 
Washington Chapter and has worked in the public works field for 10 years. As 
Management Analyst, Behm develops and monitors operational budgets for the 
airport fund and the ferry fund. She is also responsible for performance measures, 
process improvement, property management, policies and procedures, contract 
management and many other aspects of Division operations.

In 2014, Behm participated in a Process Improvement Project for airport accounts 
receivable related to tenant leases. She acted as the representative from the Airport 
& Ferry Division and worked with staff from Contracts, Fiscal, and Budget & Finance. 
The project evaluated the current process, identified problems, ideas, opportunities, 
and gaps. The team then developed an implementation plan including procedures, 
tool kits, communication plans, and performance measures. They trained staff, 
communicated changes to customers, and worked for six months to clean up 
existing issues with airport leases. Behm continues to lead lease management for 
the Airport & Ferry Division. The work done on this Process Improvement Project will 
continue to positively impact the airports for years to come.

YOUNG LEADER AWARD
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Frank Lopez, P.E., QSD, CFM
Director 
Harris & Associates 
Salinas, California

Frank Lopez currently works as a Director at Harris & Associates, within the firm’s 
Community Services market sector, which serves public agencies. He is a client 
manager for numerous clients in the Monterey Bay region, including the cities of 
Salinas, Soledad, Gonzales, Seaside and the County of Monterey. Lopez is recognized 
as a stormwater expert; he has presented at several organizations on the topic of 
low impact development, including outreach to city councils. He has begun to grow 
Harris’ stormwater consulting practice, sharing his knowledge with agencies and 
fellow employees in webinars and recaps of conferences.

Lopez has been invited to join various advisory committees as a technical expert 
and as a representative for various agencies. He has served as a member of the 
San Luis Obispo County Technical Advisory Committee on Low Impact Development 
and Hydromodification, and is also an active member of California’s Central 
Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board Joint Effort Review Team. Recently, 
he was asked to take part in a committee tasked with developing a cost-effective 
stormwater BMP assessment tool to be used by agencies on the Central Coast in 
order to comply with the NPDES Permit. Lopez’s contributions to the stormwater 
arena have led to collaborative efforts between agencies.

YOUNG LEADER AWARD
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Paul “Andrew” Parker
Assistant Public Works Director 
City of Dalton, Georgia

After graduating magna cum laude with a major in civil engineering from Southern 
Polytechnic State University in 2010, Paul “Andrew” Parker began his career with 
the City of Dalton Public Works Department as Project Manager. In 2014 he was 
promoted to his current position as Assistant Public Works Director where he assists 
the director in managing and planning the daily operations of 70 employees, in 
seven divisions, who provide essential public works services to the city’s 33,000 
residents.

As a member of APWA, Parker has served as an officer of the Northwest Georgia 
Branch; served as District 7 director on the chapter’s Executive Committee; 
developed and maintained the chapter’s website; and is the Georgia Chapter 
representative on the National Young Professionals Steering Committee. In 2014, he 
was appointed to the APWA National Projects of the Year Awards Committee and 
also served as co-chair on the committee in 2016. Parker is serving as Vice President 
of the Georgia Chapter in 2016.
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