
2016 APWA 
Presidential 
leadership
Award
The Presidential Leadership Award is presented by the APWA President 
to members who have distinguished themselves and the public 
works profession with their leadership. APWA President Brian Usher 
selected James F. Owens, Sales Manager, Falls Snow Plows, Little Falls, 
Minnesota, and Christine Walsh, Director of Operations (retired), City 
of Beloit, Wisconsin.
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James F. Owens
Sales Manager 
Falls Snow Plows 
Little Falls, Minnesota

“Jim has been a tireless supporter of the APWA conferences for more than 30 years, 
and he has been a fixture at both the annual Congress (now PWX) and the North 
American Snow Conference,” said President Usher. “Beginning in 1993 Jim began 
his formal participation as a member of the Product Users and Suppliers Council 
with APWA. Beginning in 2002 he was appointed a member of the Exposition 
Advisory Committee, serving as this group’s chair for two years. He served for nine 
years on the Congress Site Selection Committee, providing a vendor’s perspective on 
the needs and concerns as locations were reviewed for hosting Congress. Jim was 
more often found inspecting the loading docks and ramps at the convention centers 
than he was inspecting hotel or meeting rooms.

“APWA could not provide the support and assistance we do for our members and 
chapters without the ongoing help and participation of our vendors at our trade 
shows, as well as those shows undertaken by our chapters across North America. 
Jim is well known across the continent for his participation in not just our national 
shows, but for support of numerous chapter events as well. His unwavering, 
dedicated and tireless support, and leadership in the vendor community of APWA, 
deserves to be recognized.”
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Christine Walsh
Director of Operations (retired) 
City of Beloit, Wisconsin

“Chris has been tireless in her pursuit of recognition by others regarding the role 
of public works in emergency management and disaster response,” said President 
Usher. “Beyond her six-year term on the Emergency Management Committee, two 
years chairing the committee, she also has traveled to Washington, D.C. on short 
notice numerous times to represent APWA and public works at meetings with 
federal departments, congressional staffs, and has testified before a congressional 
briefing group. She has authored numerous articles and white papers which 
APWA used to educate our federal partners on the involvement of public works in 
diverse emergency management issues including the impacts on public works from 
agricultural emergencies, such as the Avian Flu, and the impact of pandemic illness 
on the operations of public works.

“Chris is a member of the APWA Professional Development Committee serving for 
the past three years. In Wisconsin she was appointed to the Governor’s Recycling 
Market Development Board for six years, and chaired this group for three years. 
She has served on the Wisconsin Chapter’s Solid Waste Committee, and chaired 
this committee, as well as served on the chapter’s Emergency Management 
Committee. She has fostered an ongoing pilot program now in its seventh year with 
the University of Wisconsin, developing simple Hydrogen Generating Cells which 
power various city vehicles. In these and so many other ways Chris has distinguished 
herself, brought credit to our profession, and provided leadership at all levels of our 
organization.”


