
CONGRATULATIONS
to the wisconsin  
conference retirees  
of 2017



Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Well done, good and faithful stewards! Words 

can hardly express the depth of appreciation and 

gratitude we have for your excellent leadership and 

ministry with and through the Wisconsin Annual  

Conference. You have run the good race and now  

finish the phase of the course. We offer you our 

blessing as you enter a brand new phase of your life 

and ministry. Each of you has built faithfully upon 

the foundation and work of others; each of you has 

shared unique and God-given gifts to build God’s Church. Our Conference is what it is 

today because of your good works. Feel proud and blessed as you reflect on your lifetime 

of ministry, and know that your legacy will be appreciated for years to come. 

Congratulations!

Hee-Soo Jung 

Bishop
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RETIREMENT SERVICE WORSHIP ORDER 
Saturday, June 17, 2017 

Madison Marriott West Hotel, Middleton, Wisconsin

Opening Hymn “Welcome” W&S 3152

Scripture Lesson   I Corinthians 12: 4 – 20

Sermon   So Long Tension, Hello Pension Rev. Steve Zekoff

Sermon Response   “God of Grace and God of Glory” UMH 577

Recognition of the Retirees  

Passing of the Mantle  

Song of Blessing   “May You Run and Not Be Weary” TFWS 2281

Benediction    Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

Closing Hymn   “Go to the World” 

 
“Welcome” W&S 3152 – © BMI

“God of Grace and God of Glory” UMH 577 – Public Domain
 
“May You Run and Not Be Weary” TFWS 2281 – all rights are administered by  
Handt Hanson

“Go to the World” SINE NOMINE – © ASCAP

All liturgy by Marcia McFee  
unless otherwise stated.

Rev. Steve Zekoff Marcia McFee



Janis Blean-Kachigan
Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Probationary Member and Deacon: 1985 
Full Member and Elder: 1991

History of Appointments 
School: 1985 – 1986 
Milwaukee, St. Luke’s Medical Center:  
   1986 – 1988  
Bristol, Wesley Chapel: 1988 – 1990  
West Bend, Fifth Avenue: 1990 – 1992  
Milwaukee, St. Luke’s Medical Center:  
   1992 – 2004  
Beyond the Walls Ministry: 2004 
New Berlin, Bethel Hill: 2004 – 2007 
Colgate, Zion: 2005 
Milwaukee, Summerfield: 2005 – 2006 
Formation Tending: 2007 – 2012  
Froedtert Hospital, Milwaukee:  
   2012 – Present 

Family Details 
Terry Kachigan and I have been happily 
married for the past 30 years. Terry is a 
retired finance-computer executive. Terry and 
I are blessed with widespread family – his 
father, my step parents, siblings, nieces and 
nephews and their families, cousins and 
aunts and uncles.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
Froedtert Hospital’s All Faiths Chapel provides 
an interfaith means of prayer for all. In the 
chapel is a tree that is adorned with ribbons. 
This unique tree is a Prayer Tree (pictured to 
the right) and the ribbons all bear prayers 
written by patients, their loved ones, and 
employees: “Please heal my brother.”  
“I need help finding a job.” “Grandma, you 
will always remain in my heart.” This ritual  
of writing prayer and tying the ribbon to the 
tree deeply touches the spirit, regardless of 
the faith tradition who is offering the prayer.  
It unites all persons regardless of their 
spiritual orientation in the sharing of their 
yearnings with the Holy One. 
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Michael Roger Carlson
Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Probationary  Member and Deacon: 1993  
Elder in Full Connection: 1998

History of Appointments 
Suring/Hickory: 1989 – 1994  
Turtle Lake: 1994 – 2004  
Marshfield, Zion: 2004 – Present 

Family Details 
My wife of 32 years is Leona. We have a 
daughter, Danielle, who is married to  
Erik Winer.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
I’ve led 13 mission trips in my ministry years. 
One of my fondest memories is seeing the 
joy in the faces of the Mexican children as 
we built new homes for their families. It was 
wonderful to share Jesus with them.
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Joan C. Deming 
Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Probationary Member and Deacon: 1974 
Full member and Elder: 1977

History of Appointments 
School: 1974 – 1976  
Milton, First: 1976 – 1980 
Leave of Absence: 1980 – 1981  
Madison, Sherman Avenue: 1981– 1982 
Leave of Absence: 1982 – 1985  
Madison, First: 1985 – 1988 
Montello, Trinity: 1988 – 1990 
Waukesha, First: 1990 – 1994 
Madison, First: 1994 – 2002 
Sabbatical: 2002 – 2003  
United Methodist Children’s Services:  
   2003 – 2005 
Leave of Absence: 2004 – 2008  
Pilgrims of Ibillin: 2008  – Present 

Family Details 
I have been married to Don Schultz since 
1989. Our children are Kathryn Cavallo 
(partner Ray Morrone) and Anna Cavallo 
(husband Shawn Koester). 

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
During my ministry, many of the most inspiring 
moments came during travel experiences 
with church members and friends. I brought 
two groups of Conference youth to New York 
City for UN Seminars with the Church Center 
for the UN; took eight confirmation classes 
from Madison to Washington, DC to explore 
how faith confronts and is shaped by both 
church and state; traveled three times with our Madison: First UMC choir to Europe; and 
have taken twenty study groups to Israel and Palestine since 2007. Everywhere, the best 
part has been meeting local people, receiving their generous hospitality, and seeing our 
travelers and our hosts all changed for the better by our time together. 

Among my highest privileges has been the opportunity to work with Archbishop Elias 
Chacour, a Palestinian peace-maker from Israel, and to have been welcomed into the 
hearts and lives of Palestinian and Israeli Christian, Muslim, and Jewish friends. For all 
this, Thanks ... and Yes!



5

Dale Alton Engen

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Licensed for Pastoral Office (Evangelical  
   Covenant Church): 1983 
Ordained (Evangelical Covenant Church):  
   1989 

History of Appointments 
St. Paul, Elim Covenant Church (MN):  
   1982 – 1983  
Ashland, First Covenant Church: 1983 – 1989  
Missionary to Ecuador, Evangelical Covenant  
   Church: 1989 – 2002  
Wyoming, Linwood Covenant Church (MN):  
   2002 – 2006  
Rhinelander, First: 2006 – 2007  
Mondovi, Our Savior’s/Gilmanton:  
   2007 – Present 

Family Details 
My wife is Linda S. Engen and we have two 
daughters, Elissa (Charles) Yang and Jennah 
Engen. We also have two grandsons, Callen 
and Devin Yang.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
There are many times when I found myself 
in a place of need. In those times, through a 
simple word or prayer, God moved and met 
the individual’s need, and drew them closer 
to himself. 

I remember sitting on a cell floor with two 
men, and sharing how they could have a 
relationship with Jesus. Afterward, one told 
me that because of what I shared, he was going to go back to church when he got out. He 
then shared that he lived next door to the church, and had left the church because the 
world was so attractive. 

I also remember the gleam in the eye of an 85-year old parishioner because I came  
to the Community Senior Lunch, and then stayed to play cards with the seniors from  
the community. I talked tough, but she took first place. I didn’t even come close to  
second place. 
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Linda Jane Farmer-Lewis

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Probationary Member and Deacon, West 
Michigan Conference: 1981 
Full Member and Elder, Detroit Conference:  
   1985

History of Appointments 
School: 1981 – 1983 
Munith (MI): 1983 – 1986  
Jackson, First (MI): 1986 – 1987  
Calhoun County, Homer (MI): 1987 – 1993 
Lansing, Trinity (MI): 1993 – 1994 
Leave of Absence: 1994  
Albion College: 1994 – 1998 
Birmingham First Troy Campus (MI):  
   1998 – 1999  
Kenosha, First: 2003 – 2011  
Leland (MI): 2011 – 2013  
Lansing, Central (MI): 2013 – Present 

Family Details 
I am married to Bill Lewis.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
I have loved all of the churches that I have 
served, including the privilege of returning to my home church, Lansing Central, to serve 
as Senior Pastor. But the highlight of my ministry was at Kenosha: First UMC. The staff, 
team, congregation, Conference leadership, and colleagues were a sheer joy. I cherish my 
time in the Wisconsin Conference, and wish all of you God’s blessing and Christ’s peace.
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Bruce Steven Fenner

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing  
Probationary Member and Elder: 1977 
Full Member and Elder: 1980

History of Appointments 
School 1977 – 1979  
Monroe: 1979 – 1981  
Green Bay, St Paul’s: 1981 – 1983  
Oshkosh, Wesley: 1983 – 1988  
Chaplain, Federal Correctional Institution  
   (Fort Worth, TX) 1988 – 1989 
Chaplain, Federal Correctional Institution  
   (Oxford, WI) 1989 – 1995  
Supervisory Chaplain, Federal Bureau of  
   Prisons (Rochester, MN) 1995 – 1998  
Chaplaincy Administrator, Western Regional  
   Office, Federal Bureau of Prisons (Dublin,  
   CA) 1998 – 2000  
Chaplain/Assistant Chaplaincy Administrator,  
   Federal Bureau of Prisons (Washington, DC)  
   2000 – 2010  
Director of Extension Ministry & Pastoral Care,  
   General Board of Higher Education and  
   Ministry (Nashville, TN) 2010 – 10/1/2017

Family Details 
My wife, Christine, and I have one daughter, Erin 
Fenner. My parents are Rev. Donald and Norma 
Fenner, and my siblings are Caroline (Rev. Steve) 
Polster and Kristine (Rev. Kent) Ingram.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
During my tenure in administration with the 
Federal Prison System, President George W. 
Bush’s Management Agenda emphasized 
the creation of a faith-based and community 
reentry program to lower recidivism, and 
strengthen healthy community reintegration of 
ex-offenders. Working with a colleague, we were tasked with creating the Federal agency’s 
initiative that focused on developing nine life skill areas, and then linking the returning  
ex-offenders with faith-based and community mentoring organizations for accountability 
and support throughout their transition. The program accomplished two key milestones: a) it 
developed pro-social skills that statically demonstrated a safer living and work environment 
within the prison walls; and b) when healthy community partnerships between mentoring 
organizations and U.S. Probation and Parole were intentionally applied and engaged, 
recidivism diminished significantly. (Example: In the Western District of MO, of the 400 
inmates who participated in the Bureau of Prisons faith-based program at USP Leavenworth, 
there has been zero recidivism).
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Mark William Geisthardt

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Probationary Member and Deacon, Rocky 
Mountain Conference: 1974  
Elder in Full Connection, Wisconsin  
   Conference: 2000 

History of Appointments 
Bloomer/New Auburn: 1997 – 2004  
Appleton, Emmanuel UMC: 2004 – 2012  
Neenah-Menasha, First UMC: 2012 – Present 

Family Details 
I am married to Lenore Geisthardt, and 
we have two sons, Steve and Russell, and 
daughter-in-law Laura. We also have two 
grandchildren, Sarah and Matthew.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
For the past five years, my two most recent 
churches, Neenah-Menasha: First UMC and 
Appleton: Emmanuel UMC, have been part 
of Greater Fox Cities Chapter of Habitat for 
Humanity’s Interfaith Build. What began in 
2012 with representatives from three different 
faiths (Christian, Jewish, and Muslim) 
exploring the possibility of working together, 
led to nine faith communities uniting in 2013 
to build a home for a Hmong family. 

Over the course of the next three years, the 
number of faith communities involved grew 
from nine to more than 30, including all nine 
of the UMCs in the Fox Cities Circuit. Rather 
than building just one home, we built two. 
Over the course of five years, working side 
by side, we built many bridges between our 
faiths and our faith communities, and learned 
a lot about each other’s faiths. The Fox Valley 
has become a better place because of how 
we worked together. And, in the process of 
all of this, we provided new homes for seven 
families, with another one going up this 
spring. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven!
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George Hubert Groves

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Probationary Member and Deacon: 1974 
Full Member and Elder: 1978

History of Appointments 
School: 1974 – 1975  
Winchester/Dunkinsville (OH): 1975 – 1976 
Ripon: 1976 – 1981  
Washburn/Grand View: 1981 – 1990  
Forest Junction, Rural Brillion: 1990 – 1994  
Ladysmith/Tony: 1994 – 2003  
Poy Sippi/Borth: 2003 – Present 

Family Details 
I have seven children: Christy (Jason) Slaughter, 
Kari (Matthew) Kolling, Joy (Christopher) 
Hebard, Lisa Groves, Kirk Groves, Lindsey 
(Jason) Sausser, and Ashley Groves. I also have 
seven grandchildren: Jeremiah, Serena and 
Anna Slaughter; Joshua and Emma Kolling;  
and Lucy and Olivia Hebard.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
I began making disciples for the 
transformation of the world at Ripon. It’s very 
encouraging to me that some of those first 
disciples are still making disciples there. 
One of the offshoots became a pastor in 
this Conference. Another from the Washburn 
church had a stint as a pastor in our 
Conference, and has traveled to Africa several 
times to encourage the believers there. 

I’ve had two rewarding experiences in teaching 
confirmation classes. About 10 years after 
one young woman had confirmed her faith in 
Washburn, she wrote to tell me that she hadn’t 
been paying a lot of attention to what I was 
saying while she was in class, but that since 
then, she had really given her heart to Christ, 
and was serving him in her present church. She said she realized that what I had taught was 
exactly what she needed to know, and she thanked me for planting those seeds. 

A similar incident happened in Poy Sippi when an older sister who had been through my 
confirmation class was asked by her younger sister to be her mentor. The older sister told 
me, “I’m so glad I get to go through this again. I really get it this time.” It made my day.
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Ki Sung Kim 

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Ordained Elder, Nordic and Baltic Conference:  
   1983

History of Appointments 
Kristiansand (Norway): 1983 – 1984        
Stanford Memorial Church (CA): 1985 – 1987 
Stanford Univeristy Campus Ministries (CA):  
   1987 – 1997 
Christian TV Broadcasting Co. of Northern CA:  
   1997 – 1998 
Evangelist in USA, South Korea and Norway:  
   1998 
Drammen (Norway): 1998 – 2000 
Tistedahl (Norway): 2000 – 2001 
The Lutheran Churches in Hattfieldal and  
   Harstad (Norway): 2001 – 2002 
Blue River: 2002 – 2003 
Viroqua/Liberty Pole: 2003 – 2005 
Wauwatosa, Bethany/Calvary: 2005 – 2007 
Trondheim (Norway): 2007 – 2008 
Oslo, International (Norway): 2008 – 2015 
Green Bay, Bethany: 2015 – 2016 
Medical Leave: 2016 – Present 

Family Details 
My wife is Anne-Marie Nyhus, and we have a 
daughter, Lilly Kim.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
After only 15 months at Bethany UMC in 
Green Bay, I took a personal leave of absence 
because of a health problem. While serving 
that congregation for such a short period, 
I was inspired and encouraged so much by 
its Sunday School activities, children, and teachers. The most inspiring experience that 
I had in that church was on my farewell Sunday, when the cute children stood in line, 
and each of them said goodbye to me. Hugging each of those lovely children became an 
unforgettable, and touching experience for me. Receiving pretty cards with their hand-
written notes some weeks later was another touching moment! “Tusen takk” (Thousand 
thanks) to them, their parents, and Sunday School teachers! May the Lord continue to 
bless them, all congregations that I have served, the Wisconsin Conference, and the 
Norway Conference! 
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Ronald Martin Kral

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Licensed Local Pastor: 1992 
Associate Member: 2000

History of Appointments 
Milwaukee, Emmaus: 1992 – 1994 
North Prairie: 1994 – 2002 
Sussex: 2002 – 2010 
Watertown, Christ: 2010 – Present

Family Details 
My wife is Candace Kral and we have seven 
children: Kevin Kral, Hyun Joo Kral, Joseph Kral 
(wife: Emily Kral), Thomas Kral, Molly Smith 
(husband: Spencer Smith), Stephanie Stuve 
(husband: Matt Stuve, grandkids: Teigan 
Stuve, Brody Stuve), Allison Gaffney (husband: 
Jarrod Gaffney, grandchild: Maeve Gaffney).

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
I remember the absolute terror prior to 
leading a devotional service for the first 
time at the Pine Lake outdoor worship area 
with my family. But, looking up to see the 
accepting faces of our friends and their 
families gathered to worship, and not judge, 
led me to accept that this was what I needed 
to do. That terror, however on a smaller scale, 
does continue to this day whenever I lead 
worship. At the same time, accepting faces 
have thankfully been there throughout my 
career as well.

The Camp & Retreat program of the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference has had the most lasting 
impact on me. While I felt the seed of God’s 
call for many years – which was fertilized and watered by Revs. Fred MacKenzie, Dave 
Byers Dent and Lowell Bartel, among others – it was my experiences at family camp that 
resulted in my call coming to full bloom.

Throughout the years, I found nurture and renewal through time away on retreats at our 
UMC camps, leading a youth camp, and even participating on the Board of Camp & Retreat 
Ministries for eight years. The mix of time away, immersion in nature, and being present 
in a holy place represents a powerful resource for everyone – active church leaders to 
seekers unfamiliar with formal church alike.
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Timothy Matthaei

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Licensed Local Pastor: 2005

History of Appointments 
Boyceville: 2005 – Present 
Connorsville: 2005 – 2011 
Wheeler: 2005 – Present  
Knapp: 2012 – 2013 
Prairie Farm: 2013 – Present

Family Details 
My wife is Mary Matthaei. We were married in 
1971, and have two sons: Eric and Stephen. 
Eric has a son, Mitchell and a daughter, 
Brooklyn. Stephen has two sets of twin 
girls: Kortnie and Tayler, and Kennedie and 
Madisen. They are the joys of our lives, and 
we enjoy sharing Colorado with them.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
The most memorable part of my ministry 
was being with the Connorsville church 
during their final days. The members were so 
inspirational, with their positive and never-
give-up attitude. We were able to work out a 
merger with the Boyceville church, and all of 
the attendees moved their membership to 
Boyceville, and continued their dedication to 
their new church. We were able to close and 
sell the Connorsville facility with input and 
participation from all. 

The money from the sale was used for the 
purchase of the new facility in Boyceville. The 
vote to move was 97% in favor. And again, 
the process of cleaning out the old church, moving what was needed, and coordinating 
the move – all was successfully completed with the cooperation, and help from everyone.  
We held a Miracle Sunday with the help of Jean Nicholas from the Foundation, and we 
raised over $47,000 in one offering, which is more than the yearly budget. 

Pictured above is the last service at the former Boyceville church.
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Donald Olm

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Full-time Local Pastor

History of Appointments 
Fall River: 2000 – 2011  
Eureka: 2000 – 2011  
Greenville, Faith: 2011 – Present 

Family Details 
I was married to Barbara for 42 years; 
widowed in April of 2015. We have two 
daughters: Jennifer (Brian) Peat, and they 
have an 8-year old daughter, Isabella Grace 
Peat; and Lisa (Ben) Shaw.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
During my appointment at Eureka UMC, 
I traveled with the youth group each 
summer on their mission trips. Traveling in 
a 15-passenger van with high school youth 
for a couple of days at a time will give you 
interesting viewpoints on the state of our 
society, family dynamics, and the spirituality 
of teenagers. I was always inspired by the 
abilities of the youth in leadership, creativity, 
and work ethic when they were put in charge 
of projects. As adults, if we just stood back 
and let them go to it, great results followed. 
Their faith and commitment to the Lord 
increased greatly when the youth were 
outside of their normal environment. And 
when guided by gifted and talented youth 
camp leaders, they could seriously examine 
their relationship with God and the others on 
the trips. To this day, when I meet some of 
the now-grown up, out of college and married 
folks, that went on the trips, the first thing 
they talk about is how their church had made 
it possible for them to go on the trips, and 
how that had impacted their lives in positive 
ways. Thanks be to God. 
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Jean B. Schmidt

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Provisional Elder: 2004  
Elder in Full Connection: 2008

History of Appointments 
Paris Corners: 2003 – 2004  
Parish of the Hills, Mineral Point/Bethel/ 
   Linden: 2004 – 2006 
Oshkosh, Wesley: 2006 – 2010 
Elroy/Wonewoc: 2010 – 2013 
Brillion, Faith: 2013 – 2015 
Lancaster: 2015 – Present

Family Details 
Richard and I were married in 1974, having 
met at Marquette University in Milwaukee. He 
died in December 2003, less than a month 
into my first appointment, and just before 
my commissioning. My daughter, Dawn, 
is married to her partner, Jacqui, and they 
have two children, Zelia, age four, and Theo, 
11 months. I am looking forward to more 
grandma time!

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
There were a few weeks prior to my move 
to Mineral Point, so my daughter suggested 
we spend a weekend at a B&B in the area to 
“scope” out the town, the people, and the 
congregations. As we talked with people, 
and met some of the shop owners in Mineral 
Point, Dawn kept pointing out evidence of a 
strong gay community. After the move, some 
of the folks we met that weekend connected 
with the church, and opened up to me.  
I learned a lot about listening, trusting,  
and seeing with new eyes.
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David T. Wilkinson

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning,  
and Licensing 
Diaconal Minister, East Ohio Conference:  
   1994 
Deacon in Full Connection, Wisconsin 
Conference: 2000

History of Appointments 
Cleveland Heights, Church of the Saviour  
   (OH): 1985 – 1997  
Green Bay, First: 1997 – Present 

Family Details 
I have been married to Donna, my partner in 
ministry, for 42 years. We have three children 
– Ryan, who is married to Kate, has two 
daughters, Michaela and Avery, and they live 
in Gurnee, IL; Lindsay, who is married to Dan, 
lives in Rockford, MI; and Dustin, who died in 
1998 at the age of 16.

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
Throughout my ministry as a Deacon, I have 
sought to help the church connect with the 
world in various ways – through small group 
ministries, through music (I play the drums), 
through sermons, through missions, and 
through the internet. Over the years, I have 
collected quotes that pertain to the Christian 
faith, and life in general to use in sermons, 
devotional booklets, small group studies, or 
articles I write.

During Lent 1999, God prompted me to think 
about how I might share these thoughts with 
a broader audience. At the same time, our 
family was experiencing the first anniversary of the death of our son, Dustin, who died 
at the age of sixteen from a brain tumor. So, beginning on that anniversary, March 29, 
1999, I began an email ministry in memory of Dustin called SOUND BITES Ministry. Five 
days a week, I share one of these quotes with subscribers. Recipients receive something 
of faith and life to think about and chew on, which feeds their soul and helps them grow 
spiritually. Since its inception, over 4,000 daily quotes have been sent out. The subscriber 
list continues to grow numerically and geographically with subscribers in every state in 
the U.S., and many countries around the world. SOUND BITES is available via email, as a 
blog, on Facebook, and via Twitter. 



Brenda Wingfield 

Date(s) of Ordination, Commissioning, and 
Licensing 
Diaconal Minister, Rocky Mountain  
   Conference: 2005 
Deacon in Full Connection, Oregon-Idaho  
   Annual Conference: 2002

History of Appointments 
Golden First (CO): 1995 – 1996  
Homer (AK): 1996 – 1998 
Anchorage, Turnagain (AK): 1998 – 2005 
Manager and Conference Benefits Officer,  
   Alaska Missionary Conference: 2005 – 2010  
Personal Leave: 2008 – 2010  
Madison, Bashford: 2010 – Present 

Family Details 
I have two sons, Timothy and Kevin. Timothy 
and daughter-in-law Wendy are parents of 
Brendan (18) and Alexander (14). Kevin and 
daughter-in-law Kate are parents of Lauren 
(10) and Charles (8).

A Story of an Inspiring Ministry 
An inspirational and sometimes hair-raising 
ministry was time spent in two small, 
Alaskan interior villages in 1996. The United 
Methodist Church in Alaska was invited 
to Anvik and Grayling, Athabascan Indian 
villages, to provide Sunday School to the 
children of the villages. These villages were 
traditionally Episcopalian, but had not had a 
priest for many years. Deaconess Fran Lynch 
and I traveled by small plane to these villages 
for a week each month, and led Bible lessons, 
crafts, games and whatever else was needed 
for the time we were there. 
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