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https://www.pnnl.gov/

About PNNL

10/1/2020

http://nationalatlas.gov



Researcher-centric 
collaborative space with 
access to

• Impactful research material

• Library/information 
specialists

• Future of Work?

410/1/2020

This is Us
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Our Survey Project

• Conduct a comprehensive, anonymous publishing survey of researchers 
to understand the researchers’ publishing performance along the scholarly 
publishing lifecycle

Discovering relevant research / Keeping current in field

Manuscript composition / Editing, Graphics, etc.

Review (internal and external)

Amplifying the visibility of their work

10/1/2020

The results were expected to uncover the 

researchers’ perceived barriers to publishing 

and ultimately inform leadership on 

performance improvement areas. 

The survey results also informed the strategies 

and decisions about the services we offer 

through the PubCenter.
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What we asked and why

• Organized by lifecycle 
stages

• <20 questions, including 
demographics

• Conducted research to 
apply best practices

• Coordinated with 
institutional survey “guru”

• Asked line managers to 
encourage participation

10/1/2020

APPROACH

Add a compelling image 

here…something from survey
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Q4: How often do you experience the following 
publishing challenges based on your experience?

10/1/2020

ALWAYS  OFTEN SOMETIMES NEVER N/A

Keeping up to date in my field of study 18.09% 28.42% 35.14% 8.01% 10.34%

Deciding where to publish for the most impact 6.96% 26.03% 36.86% 11.60% 18.56%

Securing funding to publish (publisher fees and/or internal services 15.17% 17.22% 23.90% 18.25% 25.96%

Navigating sponsor requirements or sensitivities 14.14% 14.65% 33.93% 15.94% 21.34%

Writing the manuscript/paper 16.75% 25.52% 30.41% 13.66% 13.66%

Finding internal peer reviewers and/or a derivative classifier 2.57% 10.54% 28.28% 42.93% 15.68%

Submitting my work to PNNL'S Information Release System 4.65% 7.49% 23.77% 46.77% 17.31%

Navigating a journal's peer review process 5.14% 16.45% 37.02% 19.79% 21.59%

Promoting the paper once it is published 13.25% 22.60% 19.22% 17.14% 27.79%

Measuring the impact of my published work 12.92% 19.64% 27.39% 16.28% 23.77%
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Q7: What are the most important factors in 
deciding where to publish your work? 

• Question 7…

10/1/2020

"Alignment with research objectives & 

technical concentration "
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Q9: Which internal publishing services are 
or would be most useful to you?

10/1/2020

"Communicating scientific ideas 

effectively"
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Q10. Do you leverage the power of your ORCiD
identifier to make your work discoverable by 
others in your field?

10/1/2020

"A what?"
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Q11: Do you use social media to promote your 
publication?

10/1/2020

“If one needs to "pimp" his/her work thru social 

media, perhaps a sign of less-than-par 

scientific work? “
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Q13: How frequently do you measure the impact 
of your publication(s)?

10/1/2020

"I seek for my publications to move the 

needle in my field and add to the body 

of knowledge"
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Q15: If you had to name one thing that would 
improve your publishing, what would it be? 

10/1/2020

"From the Library: Doing the lit review. 

Can they write it too? I am happy to put 

librarian's name on it."
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What we learned

Our Lessons Learned

• Surveys are harder than you’d think

• Time and funding are barriers to participation

What the Survey Said

• Time and funding are barriers

• They like journals with the widest reach to colleagues

• They like things with high impact factor

• They would like assistance with literature 

searches, journal selection, writing/editing, and

ORCiD

10/1/2020

“Funding and resources to do the writing. If your project 

work does not lend itself to provide you an interesting 

research for a manuscript article, the next challenge is to 

find funding. I most often find myself using my own 

(personal) time to do the writing.”
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Our next steps

• Marketing/advertising PubCenter services

• Spend budget wisely

• Advisory Committee

• Jump start research/writing sessions

• Journal selection workshops

10/1/2020

“Hope there is a list of recommend journal for each 

division that including the interest of the journal,

impact factor, and average time for publication..”

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Journal/conf Selection

Just Do It/Motivation/ideas/follow-
through

Better Access to materials/journals in
field/relevant documents

Writing/Editing/Graphic Assistance

Time

Funding

Q15 Top Responses
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Mary Frances Lembo

mf.lembo@pnnl.gov


