
 
 

Student United Way Community Champions 
 
Recognizing achievements in leadership, community impact, marketing, and partnerships, the Student 
United Way awards highlights individual students as well as Student United Way chapters fighting for 
the health, education and financial stability of every person in every community.  
 
Applications will be open through February 15, 2018 and must be for work and activities completed 
during the calendar year 2017. Applications will be judged by an external review panel and examined for 
relevance and adherence to United Way’s mission, ability of applicant(s) to demonstrate excellence in 
their proposed area, and how they went above and beyond to achieve the desired outcome. Applicants 
will be required to submit supporting documentation such as social and impact metrics, photos, video, 
and testimonials. Winners will be announced in May 2018.  
 

Leadership Awards: 
Rising Star 
Recognizing a student who demonstrates depth, diversity and originality, the Rising Star will be awarded 
to a student who has not previously served in a leadership position at their Student United Way. They 
rally other students, brainstorm creative solutions, and challenge the chapter to tackle tough social 
problems. They lead by example and their actions this year have inspired other students. 
 
Hand Raiser  
This award recognizes a skilled community organizer. The winning student demonstrates tact and 
precision in rallying a group behind a cause. They are the first to volunteer and lead by example in 
everything they do.  
 
Marketing & Communication Awards: 
Best Social Media Campaign 
This award recognizes a Student United Way chapter for running a highly successful social media 
campaign. The campaign must demonstrate increased awareness, inspired action and/or promote the 
mission of United Way.  
 
Digital Communicator of the Year 
This award honors a student who consistently executes top digital campaigns on behalf of their Student 
United Way chapter. The Digital Communicator of the Year is creative, adept at using multiple digital 
platforms and has demonstrated excellence in conceptualizing, executing and tracking digital 
communications.  
 
Best Use of Video 
This award honors the best incorporation of video content by a Student United Way chapter to either 
promote an event, activity, community impact project or to raise awareness for an issue.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Event of the Year 
This award honors the best live event hosted by a Student United Way chapter. The event must have an 
element of innovation and differentiation, something which shows it is out of the ordinary or a step 
above the rest.  
 
Best Corporate Engagement  
The Corporate Engagement award celebrates the best demonstration of a corporate partnership, 
sponsorship or unique collaboration between a Student United Way chapter and for-profit entity to 
further the United Way mission.  
 
Community Impact Awards: 
The Community Impact awards honor Student United Way chapters making a tangible, measurable 
impact in their communities in the areas of health, education and financial stability. One chapter will be 
awarded in each area. 
 
Other: 
Best Use of Technology 
This award recognizes the Student United Way chapter using technology in new and innovative ways. 
This could be to meet a community need, forge a new partnership or elevate a message.  
 
Game Changer 
This award will honor the chapter innovating to solve community problems. This could be through 
forging unlikely partnerships to address community needs, finding new solutions to old problems or 
deploying a set of unique tactics to inspire individuals to join the fight against their community’s most 
daunting social crises.  
 
Student’s Choice Award 
Recognizing the work of an outstanding Student United Way chapter, this honor is bestowed to the 
chapter chosen by a vote of their peers. It is awarded to a chapter who exemplifies United Way’s 
mission and values.    
 


