
What is the Global Results Framework?
This annual snapshot demonstrates the shared impact we’re 
having addressing global challenges. It represents hundreds of 
United Ways across the world, reporting on common indicators 
in United Way’s four global impact areas: childhood success, 
youth success, economic mobility, and access to health. These 
indicators align to the United Nation’s Sustainable Development 
Goals — especially related to eliminating poverty, ensuring that 
everyone has access to a quality education and decent work, and 
can achieve good health and overall well-being. GRF data helps 
illustrate how United Ways are working to address historical 
disparities and helping to build more equitable communities.

What do the numbers mean?
The data represents a snapshot: an approximate, aggregate view 
of impact across the United Way network. It does not capture 
all the community-building work happening across our network. 
Rather, it helps us highlight shared investments and tangible 
outcomes we are delivering within and across communities. In 
some cases, the numbers shine a light on what’s working well; in 
others, it shows us where more work needs to be done.

UNITED WAY’S GLOBAL RESULTS
United Way has global presence and local impact. As the largest privately-funded nonprofit in the world, we work with partners across all 
sectors to build vibrant communities. In 1,800 communities across 40+ countries, we’re fighting for the health, education and financial 
stability of every person in every community.  The Global Results Framework provides a snapshot of the lasting change we’re creating 
around the world, in terms of creating long-term change and responding to urgent crises like the outbreak of COVID-19.

United Way fights for the health, education and financial stability of 
every person in every community.
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GLOBAL CONTEXT
, About 63 million primary school aged 

children do not attend school.1

, Only 18% of low-income and 29% of high-
income children in the U.S. are enrolled in 
high-quality Pre-K programs.2  

, 387 million primary school aged children 
are not proficient in reading; 1 in 2 won’t be 
proficient when they complete  
primary school.3

, 18% of African American, and 19% of 
American Indian 4th grade students are 
proficient in reading, in contrast to 45% of 
white and 57% of Asian students.4

GOALS
,       Children are ready to enter school and are 

successful in early grades

UNITED WAY SOLUTIONS
, Expand access to high-quality Pre-K
, Provide resources to parents to  

support their child’s early learning  
and development

, Increase the availability of books and 
literacy supports

GLOBAL CONTEXT
, 11% of youth in developed nations, ages 

18-24, are neither employed, in education or 
training.5

, 6 out of 10 youth are not meeting basic 
proficiency levels in reading and math.6

, About 47% of students in the U.S.  
graduate high school unprepared for  
college or career.7

, In the U.S., only 9% of low-income students 
of color whose parents did not attend  
college are ready for college.8

GOALS
, Youth gain the knowledge, skills and 

credentials to obtain family-sustaining 
employment

, 95% of students will graduate high school 
ready for college and career

UNITED WAY SOLUTIONS
, Provide youth with academic support, 

enrichment, and college and career prep 
, Connect youth to internships, 

mentorships, and jobs

GLOBAL CONTEXT
,  736 million people live below the 

international poverty line of $1.90 a day.9 
,  30 million children are growing up poor in the 

world’s richest countries10; 41% of children in 
the U.S. live in low-income families.11

,  The richest 20% earn 5x as much as the 
poorest 20% in OECD countries. In the  
U.S., the average net worth of white  
American families is 10x that of African 
American families.12

,  1.7 billion people do not have a bank account; 
unbanked individuals are  more likely to be 
poor, less educated, and female.13

GOALS
, Individuals & families Improve their 

socioeconomic status

, 5 million people will get better jobs

UNITED WAY SOLUTIONS
, Provide access to mainstream  

financial services to help families  
lower costs (e.g. affordable housing, 
credit, bank accounts)

, Connect people to the workforce via job 
skills training, employment services, and 
opportunities to grow wages

GLOBAL CONTEXT
, About 15,000 children under the age of five 

die every day.14  Children under 5 in Sub-
Saharan countries are 15x more likely to die 
than those in higher income countries.15

, An estimated 1.9 billion people around  
the world lack sustained access to  
nutritious food.16

, 11% of African Americans and 16% of Latinos 
in the U.S. are uninsured, in contrast to 6% of 
whites and 7% of Asian Americans.17

, More than 4 in 10 of U.S. adults are  
obese (42.5%).18

GOALS
, Individuals and families have access to 

healthcare and improve their health

, 90% of people are healthier

UNITED WAY SOLUTIONS
, Increase access to healthcare services 

and supports
, Increase access to physical activity and 

healthy food
, Expand access to health insurance
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