
Online Master of Arts in Health Law and Policy
Online Master of Laws in Health Law and Policy

Command. Communicate. Innovate.
D e f i n e  t h e  F u t u r e  o f  H e a l t h  L a w  a n d  P o l i c y .



Thousands of Laws. Millions of Lives.  
Endless Career Potential.  
The U.S. health care system is a multitrillion-dollar industry that impacts millions of people 
and countless organizations, according to the Journal of Health Affairs. For health care 
professionals, the field is divided into many distinct yet interrelated sectors, creating a 
complex network governed and regulated by an assortment of laws and policies.

How relevant is health law and policy?  
There are nearly 20,000 pages of regulations detailed in the 
Affordable Care Act that was signed into law in 2010. The 
added complexity from this federal statute alone creates an 
unprecedented demand for health law professionals. Then 
there are the ongoing changes in Medicare, Medicaid, drug 
development, insurance coverage, biotechnology, bioethics and 
whatever tomorrow may bring. Keeping pace with the rate of 
change is essential for today’s health care organizations. 

Now is the time to develop your literacy in health law.  
Earn a distinguished credential that helps you stand out as a 
thought leader who can harness the power of the law, navigate 
the changes and steer the future of health care.  

Admissions Requirements:
• For the Master of Arts in Health Law and Policy program: 
    - Bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution
• For the Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Health Law and Policy: 
    - J.D. or a Bachelor of Laws degree LL.B.
• Online application
• No GRE/GMAT/LSAT required
• Resume
• Professional statement
• Official academic transcripts from all institutions attended
• Two letters of recommendation

International Applicants:
Candidates who have received their academic legal training 
from an institution outside the United States will need to either 
(1) register with the LL.M. Credential Assembly Service or (2) 
submit official law school transcripts and TOEFL reports directly 
to the Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University. 
Candidates who choose not to register with LSAC’s LL.M. 
Credential Assembly Service will need to make arrangements 
for one set of original transcripts printed in the school’s 
native language and one set printed in English to be sent to 
and evaluated by the World Education Services credential 
evaluation service, www.wes.org. Applicants whose academic 
legal training was in a language other than English are required 
to present a recent score from the Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL) from the Educational Testing Service (ETS, 
www.ets.org or www.toefl.org). Hofstra Law’s institution 
code is 2295. Our Admission Committee looks for students 
who have achieved an internet-based TOEFL (IBT) score of 
100 or higher, paper-based TOEFL score of 600 or higher or 
computerized TOEFL score of 250 or higher. If you believe 
your English proficiency qualifies for a waiver from these 
examinations, please write to llmadmissions@hofstra.edu with 
an explanation.

Ready to get started or have questions? Call 855-424-0282 to speak with an enrollment advisor today.



Curriculum and Course Descriptions  
Our coursework is designed to equip you with a historical perspective that lays the 
groundwork for the power of health law, but much of our focus is on the modern-day 
challenges powering the influx of career opportunities. Another strong component of our 
program is that we are purposeful in our class discussions, ensuring they actively evolve to 
reflect the latest headlines and address the changes in real time. 

No matter which of our programs you pursue, our goal is to help you graduate with more 
than just distinguished credentials. We want you to develop a level of literacy in health law 
that helps you communicate from an authoritative view. It’s called thought leadership. 

Ready to get started or have questions? Call 855-424-0282 to speak with an enrollment advisor today.

Online Master of Arts in Health Law and Policy
11 Courses - 30 Credits 

Online Master of Laws in Health Law and Policy
9 Courses - 25 Credits

Course Title    Credit Hours

LAW2993 Introduction to the American Legal System* 2

LAW3844  Health Law* 3

LAW2909  Medicare and Medicaid Law 2

LAW3734  Bioethics and the Law 3

LAW2832  Law of Medical Product Discovery,  
 Development and Commercialization 2

LAW3500  Business Transactions in Health Care 3

LAW2855 Public Health Law, Policy and Ethics 2

LAW2511 The ADA: Statutory Interpretation 3

LAW2941 Representing Health Care Providers 2

LAW3502 Healthcare Compliance 3

LAW3503 Capstone 5

* These courses are required for the M.A. program only
** Curriculum is subject to change

Complete coursework 
100% online

No residency  
requirements

Choose from 3 start 
dates throughout 
the year

Collaborate with 
legal and health care 
professionals

Ready to get started or have questions? Call 855-424-0282 to speak with an enrollment advisor today.



Course Descriptions

Ready to get started or have questions? Call 855-424-0282 to speak with an enrollment advisor today.

LAW2993 Introduction to the  
American Legal System*   
Credit Hours: Two (2.0) semester hours
This course is designed to introduce students to the legal system of the 
United States. The goal of the course is to introduce the rules governing 
the creation, interpretation and application of the different forms of 
law used by American lawyers. Students should also become familiar 
with the wide variety of institutional mechanisms and settings where 
law is used and to consider the different methods of legal reasoning 
fundamental to the American lawmaking process.

LAW3844 Health Law*
Credit Hours: Three (3.0) semester hours
This course examines a variety of legal problems arising out of 
the American health care system. Among the topics discussed are 
the regulatory mechanisms aimed at promoting better quality in 
health care and the scope of relationships among participants in 
the health care system. The course also examines issues in the 
organization of the health care delivery system, in access to this 
system and in controlling its costs.

LAW2909 Medicare and Medicaid Law
Credit Hours: Two (2.0) semester hours
This course is an overview of the two most important government-
funded health care programs. The course begins with a review of 
the history, purposes, expectations and evolution of Medicare/
Medicaid legislation and then emphasizes recent changes including 
the new prescription drug benefit under Medicare. The student will 
become familiar with issues important in the legal representation 
of patients, hospitals, doctors and other providers under these 
laws. Special attention is given to the lawyer’s role regarding fraud 
and abuse statutes. The legal mechanisms of cost containment 
and utilization control within these programs are examined. The 
class explores policy issues and compares these programs to other 
federally funded health care programs. The requirements of the 
course can be met either by taking the final exam or by writing an 
erudite paper.

 

LAW3734 Bioethics and the Law
Credit Hours: Three (3.0) semester hours

This course explores contemporary problems involving law, medicine and 
ethics. The rights of patients, the responsibilities of physicians and the 
interests of society are examined in the contexts of medical treatment, 
death and dying, abortion, the new reproductive technologies, 
genetics, research on human subjects and organ transplants.

LAW2832 Law of Medical Product Discovery, 
Development, and Commercialization
Credit Hours: Three (3.0) semester hours
This course will explore the influence of law and regulation in the 
United States and other jurisdictions on the pharmaceutical and 
biotechnology industry. The central focus will be the pathway of the 
discovery, development and commercialization of new medicines 
and the effect of various stakeholders, legal disciplines, governmental 
structures and globalization on that pathway. Students will learn the 
lawyer’s role in negotiating agreements, resolving disputes, making 
policy and otherwise building consensus in this complex setting. 
Topics include the history of food and drug and related law, the 
evaluation of drug safety and efficacy, market exclusivity and market 
protection, and the roles of the FDA and other U.S. and non-U.S. 
government agencies. Students will have the option of taking the 
final examination or writing a paper.

LAW3500 Business Transactions in Health Care
Credit Hours: Three (3.0) semester hours
Passage of the Affordable Care Act has, in many ways, encouraged 
health care payers and providers to partner, merge or acquire their 
way to establishing economies of scale. This course will explore 
several of the most prevalent commercial business transactions in 
the health care industry today. After studying the structure, purpose 
and best-practice approaches to identifying the right business 
transaction for an organization, students will explore the case law, 
statutes and regulations applicable to health care transactions. 
With emphasis on building a sustainable business combination, 
students will walk through the fundamental elements of a negotiated 
acquisition process: due diligence; preliminary negotiations and 
agreements; transaction structure; final negotiations; definitive 
agreements; and post-closing relationships. By the end of the 
course, students will be familiar with all phases of the health care 
partnership/merger/acquisition process and be able to apply core 
partnership principles to every transaction.



Ready to get started or have questions? Call 855-424-0282 to speak with an enrollment advisor today. Ready to get started or have questions? Call 855-424-0282 to speak with an enrollment advisor today.

LAW2855 Public Health Law, Policy and Ethics
Credit Hours: Two (2.0) semester hours 
Public Health Law, Policy, and Ethics will focus on the application 
of law to public health and on the ethical and policy parameters 
of that application. During most of its history, the United States 
has struggled to improve population health without compromising 
the health of individuals. This course addresses legal and policy 
responses to issues such as mandatory vaccination, addiction, 
obesity, hunger, genetic testing, environmental pollution, 
epidemics, bioterrorism, natural disasters and limitations on 
access to health care, among other issues. Students will consider 
how best to shape public health policy, the role of law in 
implementing policy and the ethical implications of efforts by  
lawmakers to improve population health.

LAW2511 The ADA: Statutory Interpretation
Credit Hours: Three (3.0) semester hours
This course covers the fundamentals of statutory interpretation 
through the lens of a particular statute, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended. The course introduces 
students to the basics of statutory interpretation, then asks 
students to apply what they have learned in doctrinal context.  
Students will be exposed to the various mechanisms by and 
forums in which statutes are analyzed and interpreted, and 
the evidence used in the process, including but not limited to 
legislative history, agency interpretation, judicial decisions, and 
administrative regulations. Although the course is not designed 
as a doctrinal course in disability law, students should come away 
from the offering with a solid grasp of its fundamentals, as well as 
an understanding of the subject matter at hand.

LAW2941 Representing Health Care Providers
Credit Hours: Two (2.0) semester hours
Lawyers representing health care providers, whether the 
provider is an individual health care practitioner, a group, a 
single institution or a large health care system, must deal with 
different areas of law to address the diverse issues that apply. 
This course is intended to acquaint students with the wide 
variety of federal and state legal and regulatory issues which 
health care attorneys encounter in their day-to-day practice. 
Specific examples of federal and state laws and regulations will 
serve as a framework to demonstrate the impact on health care 
providers. A paper is required.

LAW3502 Health Care Compliance
Credit Hours: Three (3.0) semester hours
Health care compliance covers a vast legal landscape, and this 
course is intended as a general exploration of the major sources 
of law applicable to health lawyers, government agencies, health 
care providers, research institutions, researchers, inventors 
and developers. This course is a practical application of the 
intersection of the areas students have already studied at this 
point in the program, from administrative agency law, to ethics 
and policy, and the business of health care; it is not intended to 
focus on any one topic, such as Medicare and Medicaid. However, 
since health data privacy and security issues are pervasive across 
all areas of health law, particular attention will be paid to HIPAA 
and HITECH, and how they intersect with: human subjects 
research regulations under the Common Rule; electronic medical 
records and personal health records; and regulation of mobile 
medical devices, mobile medical apps and mobile health apps. 
Other areas that will briefly be explored include the European 
Data Privacy Directive and its various amendments; the death of 
Safe Harbor; PIPEDA and PHIPA; and certain state regulations, 
using New York State and California as models. We will also 
explore how to create and foster a culture of compliance within 
any health-related organization. Statutes, rules and regulations 
will be analyzed through lecture and practical exercises, which will 
include drafting sample internal policies, memos and proposing 
gap-filling legislation or regulations.

Course Descriptions



LAW3503 Capstone 
Credit Hours: Five (5.0) semester hours
The capstone course, to be taken in the final semester of the program, will 
focus on the application of substantive knowledge and skills gained during 
previous courses. The first few weeks of the course will focus on summarizing 
and reinforcing the concepts learned in previous courses. Then, the focus of the 
course will shift to identifying problems encountered in the health care system, 
in particular the intersection of previously covered topics, such as health care 
regulation, bioethics, insurance and health care transactions, and formulating 
potential solutions to such problems. In order to do so, students will be asked 
to not only consider information from previously taken courses, but also to use 
research and critical thinking skills to expand their knowledge of the health care 
system and the legal process in order to solidify their working knowledge of health 
law and legal institutions.

The course will generally be structured using major legal institutions within the 
United States for guidance, such as the functions of legislative, executive and 
judicial institutions, as well as roles of state and federal governments in the 
health care system. However, the information to be covered in the capstone 
course will focus on practical issues faced while working in the health care 
system, including current events, and the skills necessary to resolve such issues. 
In addition, students will be required to complete a final project, in the form of 
a research paper, which must identify at least two or more issues encountered 
in the health law program and offer a potential solution to such issues. The 
objective of the final project is for students to draw upon their knowledge of the 
health care system and legal institutions through independent research to offer a 
reasoned and well-supported solution to the issues selected by each student.

Ready to get started or have 
questions? Call 855-424-0282  
to speak with an enrollment 
advisor today.
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Maurice A. Deane School of Law  
at Hofstra University
To the students, alumni, faculty and staff of the Maurice A. 
Deane School of Law, the law is not just something to be 
studied — it is something to be lived. It informs our careers, our 
lives and our interactions with fellow citizens. It is the means by 
which we make an impact in the world.

Courts, law firms and employers recognize the significance of a 
credential from Hofstra Law, because they know our graduates are 
renowned for their legal knowledge, preparedness and poise.

Hofstra Law is home to an alumni base of more than 10,800 
members, 51 administrators and a distinguished full-time 
faculty of 46 full-time professors, 6 visiting professors 
and nearly 60 adjunct professors, including many scholars 
recognized as national and international experts in their field.

Gitenstein Institute for Health Law and Policy
Many of the faculty members who participate in the online 
health law and policy programs are actively involved in projects 
and developing programs at the Gitenstein Institute for Health 
Law and Policy. The institute’s projects include outreach efforts, 
advocacy, policy examination and programs that are helping to 
reshape the world of health care today.

Hofstra University
Hofstra University is a private institution whose primary 
mission is to provide a quality education to its students in 
an environment that encourages, nurtures and supports 
learning through the free and open exchange of ideas, for the 
betterment of humankind. Hofstra University is committed to 
academic freedom and to the transmission, advancement and 
preservation of knowledge for its own academic community 
and the community at large. Hofstra University offers 
undergraduate and graduate programs taught by a research-
active and professionally engaged faculty. Academic excellence 
guides everything the University undertakes.

Accreditation 
The Maurice A. Deane School of Law is part of Hofstra 
University and is accredited by the Council of the Section of 
Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar of the American Bar 
Association. 
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