
Is Social Work in Your DNA?
Social work is more than a belief in yourself.  
It’s a belief in others.

Daniel Deisher, a 30-year-old social 
worker from Dayton, Ohio, learned 
that philosophy firsthand from his 
mother, who dedicated four decades 
to nursing and helping people in their 
most desperate times of need. Her 
voice is what initially helped Daniel 
to discover his own. Now, as Daniel 
pursues his master’s degree in social 
work at Case Western Reserve 
University’s top-ranked Mandel 
School, he’s driven to be a voice for 
the voiceless.

The social work profession is 
something Daniel jokingly calls “the 
family business.” He met his wife, 
Laura, while taking an introductory 
social work course at Wright State 
University. He views social work as 
something that connects the people 
he loves most, but also a way for him 
to connect to the community. 

“I chose to work with families because I’ve reaped the 
benefits of what healthy relationships can provide 
[children],” Daniel said.



For the past seven years, Daniel has worked as a case manager for 
Montgomery County Children Services in Dayton. He’s helped protect 
children from abuse and neglect, and helped build stronger family units 
through adoption and coordinated services. These vital experiences 
accelerated his early career development, but left him aspiring for more. 
That’s when the online Master of Science in Social Administration at  
Case Western Reserve University came into focus. 

As a professional who couldn’t sacrifice travel time away from his job 
and family, the online MSSA made the most sense for his education and 
career. From his experience in the industry, he also knew the Mandel 
School was a widely recognized and respected name in social work.

“From an individual standpoint, I am taking my opportunity at Case Western Reserve 
University to give myself all the tools I could possibly need to be the most valued asset 
as a professional,” Daniel said. “Earning a master’s degree is essential. Funding is driven 
by accreditation, and more agencies will be seeking committed, educated professionals 
and advanced licensure.”

Daniel had never taken an online class 
before, but was willing to try something 
new to benefit his career. Fate would prove 
it one of the best decisions of his life. 
Shortly after his acceptance to CWRU, he 
and Laura learned they’d be having their 
first baby boy, Gabriel.

“Had we received the news that we were 
expecting after I enrolled, if I had to be on 
site, I don’t know if I would have made it 
this far,” Daniel said. 

Gabriel is now 13 months old and enjoys 
plenty of quality time with his dad. 

Even though he’s not the first in his family 
to devote his career to helping others, he 
will be the first to earn a graduate degree. 
For Daniel, it’s a milestone in a destined 
journey that began around his dining room 
table talking with his mother about the 
patients she loved. 

“You read the paper, watch the news, or 
walk down the street, and you will see a 
need for social workers,” Daniel said. “It 
goes back to my core values, speaking up 
for those in need.”

With his MSSA from Case Western, Daniel 
hopes to put himself in a position to make 
their voices heard.

Daniel Deisher is a student in the Online Master of 
Science in Social Administration program.
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