
Coco Vandeweghe (Monday, July 29) 
 
Q: “You said on court that there were a lot of emotions after getting a win like that given what you’ve been 
through. Can you talk through what was going through your mind in the few minutes after match point?" 
A: “Well, I cried after the first set. Winning that, I was very nervous serving it out. It was like I'd forgotten 
how to do those things. I hadn’t done it in a while. But I’m beyond happy [with the result], I couldn’t ask for 
anything better to start. Just being out there and playing and competing is one thing for me to be 
emotional and super happy about, and then there’s another of getting the win on top of that and playing a 
good tennis match. This was the first time I’ve played two sets — I haven't played two sets [since my 
injury]. So I didn’t know what was going to happen, and I just decided after the World Team Tennis match 
I played, I was like, ‘Why not?’ I’m tired of practicing. I don’t want to practice anymore, I want to go play. 
So that’s why I’m here and luckily I was allowed the wild card here and I’m extremely happy.” 
 
Q: “You didn’t look nervous out there. Your performance was quite [inaudible] in terms of the movement, 
the shot making, and the patience in the rallies, the decision-making. All that sort of stuff, saving all the 
break points. That is all the stuff that typically is rusty, at least when somebody comes back. So at what 
point did you really feel like, ‘Wow, it’s really flowing’?" 
A: “I felt really good in the first set. The first set I came out and broke really quickly so I was feeling good 
about that. And then as things go, you start thinking about a finish line and ‘Holy cow I can’t believe I’m 
actually out here playing and I’m about to win.' And then a break happens and you’re back fighting again. 
It was really in ebbs and flows — I didn’t feel like I was cruising necessarily. I definitely felt like I was 
fighting, which is what I want and I can’t ask for anything more out of myself than to fight. I was actually 
talking with Pat on the phone after my match when I was cooling down and he was like, 'You didn’t look 
nervous out there.’ I was like, 'Pat, I was shaking.’ I didn’t know where I was supposed to serve anymore. 
‘Let’s just not throw any double faults in here,' that was the main thought.” 
 
Q: “So after that match, what are your expectations? Do you expect to be playing Sunday [in the final]?" 
A: "I’m happy to come back out and practice tomorrow and hopefully not be too sore. I’m taking it day by 
day. I’m just extremely happy to be out there and running around playing tennis. Five months ago, I 
wasn’t even walking, so I’m just super happy about [being able to play]." 
 
Q: “We all saw the ankle at Wimbledon last year, but in terms of the complications that happened that 
derailed everything — what happened that caused the complications?” 
A: “I was dealing with that ankle injury since July at Wimbledon, playing through it, getting through it…. I 
was playing in an exhibition in Hawaii, and the day before I was supposed to play I felt like I had turf toe, 
which is a hyperextension of your big toe, and that’s where I felt [pain].... I came out after that match and I 
was really limping the next day, and I was like gosh this just doesn’t feel good. I was going to start in New 
Zealand in three days, so Pat was just like, ‘Take the day off.' I went to the beach, chilled, and the next 
day I could hardly walk. I took a nap, woke up in the afternoon, and I could not walk. My body would not 
let me stand up out of bed. I called my mom and I’m like, 'I think i broke my foot.' I was in immense 
pain…. So I went into the emergency room Christmas Day and they found nothing, no breaks, no 
nothing…. My foot looked like a potato.... No one can touch it, it’s sweating out of nowhere, I still can’t 
have a bed sheet over it, I can’t put a sock on, I can’t fit my foot in a shoe. Long story short, a few months 
later, I was diagnosed with CRPS, which is complex regional pain syndrome. It has to do with your 
nervous system and hypersensitivity of the nerves. I also ended up with two stress fractures in my foot. 
So first the nerve sensitivity had to calm down, which it did, and then finally had to address the two stress 
fractures.” 


