
Bethanie Mattek-Sands (Tuesday, July 30) 
 
Q: “At what point did you know you had her? Was it after the tiebreak, did you feel confident after winning 
those games in the second set? Is that where your confidence kicked in” 
A: “Honestly, I felt pretty good in the first set. I don’t think I ever really felt like I had her until I shook her 
hand. I’ve played some tough matches with her before and I know she’s capable of always coming back. 
She doesn’t get too intimidated being down a set, or being down 4-1, 4-0. I really just stuck to my game, 
and I wasn’t going to let up until we were shaking hands.” 
 
Q: “[Venus] described it as a magical night for you.” 
A: “Oh, that’s quite nice of her. I felt really good out there. Tactically, we’ve played each other a fews 
times obviously we both knew what to expect. I knew she was going to be coming up with some big first 
serves, I wanted to neutralize that so that’s why I stood back a little bit. But I was just mixing it up, mixing 
my slice up, looking to come to net. I think that’s how I play anybody actually and tonight was an 
awesome match for me. It’s been a while since I’ve played a singles match and it’s been a while since I’ve 
won a single match. For me, I’ll take it. I feel really good and completely happy with the result, but Venus 
doesn’t make it easy.” 
 
Q: “It looked like you had some fun with the crowd out there. What was that about?” 
A: “Well, it was funny because in the second set, I think I had a couple set points before I finally closed it 
out. And all I heard were a couple people cheering for Venus — which is fine. And then at one point I turn 
around and I was like, ‘You guys don’t even want to see a third set? You could at least cheer for me in the 
second and her in the third’ [laughs]. For me, when I’m enjoying it, I play better tennis. That’s how I’ve 
played doubles, that’s how I’ve done really well. Obviously, you don’t have a buddy on the court in 
singles, so you’ve got to talk to other people — or you’re just talking to yourself [laughs].” 
 
Q: “Back to the crowd for a minute, obviously a pro-Venus crowd. But there was one guy, I was 
wondering if you knew him. I thought it might be your dad. Do you know who I’m talking about?” 
A: “No, not my dad [laughs]. I think I know the voice you’re talking about, but I don’t know him. But I was 
like [pounds chest] ‘You! Thank you for keeping me in [the match]!’ Look, Venus is awesome and I 
appreciate the crowd getting into matches. Obviously, I would love for them to support me, but for me I 
think just getting everyone riled up and emotional about tennis — it’s fun to play in that atmosphere. 
Venus definitely had a lot of supporters today, but I think it’s good for tennis.” 
 
Q: “Anything special about playing in San Jose?” 
A: “I think this is actually my first time in the city, period. And it’s awesome. The crowd out there tonight 
was awesome. It’s nice that its close to home, I’m not going to lie, that was a quick trip for me. I’ve really 
enjoyed my time here. We’re staying downtown, I’ve found my good restaurants, my good coffee shops 
— my whole San Jose experience has been awesome so far." 


