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For 30 years, 
it has been a place 

where Colorado tennis 
history has been made.  

This winter, Gates Tennis Center 
will be undergoing its first significant 
renovation since it was built in 1975. 

We'll take you on a tour of the 
project and give you the inside look at the 

rebirth of one of America's top public facilities. 



or 30 years, it has been a place where Colorado tennis history has been made. This winter, the 
Gates Tennis Center will be undergoing its first significant renovation since it was built in 1975. 

COLORADO TENNIS takes an in-depth look at the project and gives you the inside look at the rebirth 
of one of America's top public facilities.

Born from trash
For many years, the area along Cherry Creek was a landfill – a dump, literally, where Denverites 

would take their trash instead of burning it in their backyard kilns. 
It was an active landfill until the late 1940s, when 

a visionary architect named Temple Hoyne Buell 
conceptualized the first "central-mall" shopping 
center designed with the parking lots encircling the 
shops. In 1950, ground was broken for the original 
Cherry Creek Shopping Center, which became the 
prototype for malls across America. 

A few years later, four tennis courts were built just 
across the street from the Shopping Center, on top 
of that old landfill, in a little gap of open space that 
would later be called Pulaski Park. But after sitting 
atop of the rising and shifting ground for close to 20 
years, the courts became dilapidated and cracked. 

Had it not been for Clifford Reed and his son, Homer Reed, a well-known cloth-
ing retailer and an avid tennis player, those four courts may have been removed in 
favor of retail or office space. Instead, the area just off Adams Street and Cherry 
Creek Drive has become home to one of the nation's best public tennis facilities.

The Original Gates Tennis Center 
Clifford Reed, Homer's father, was a railroad worker with a passion for tennis. He played frequently at Baker Middle School's 

two clay courts, performing much of the maintenance himself. He even coached the Humboldt High School tennis team, of which 
Homer was a member. Clifford's love of coaching continued late into his life. At the age of 85, he was still coaching the Humboldt 
squad. 

His love of tennis was passed down to his son, Homer, who has been a fixture 
in Denver for more than 50 years, selling fashionable business and casual attire 
to everyone from President Eisenhower to Sammy Davis Jr. 

Back in the early 1970s, Homer Reed served on the Board of Trustees for 
the Gates Family Foundation (GFF). He approached Charlie Gates & his fellow 
trustees about establishing a public tennis facility in Pulaski Park, just across 
from the Cherry Creek Shopping Center. And while the GFF agreed that such 
an undertaking was important to the community, there were certain conditions 
placed on the Foundation's support.

The Foundation felt strongly that the tennis center should not be subjected to 
budgetary swings that are inevitable with any city government, so it proposed 
that the City delegate the management of the center to The Park People, a 501 
(c) 3 private foundation whose mission centered on supporting Denver Parks 
improvements. In the end, the City (Denver Parks and Recreation Department) 
agreed, releasing land from part of Pulaski Park for the facility, and delegating 
through a formal contract the management of the facility to The Park People.

They enlisted the services of architect Theodore "Tag" Grossman, an avid 
tennis player himself, to fulfill the Foundation's vision. It was Grossman and 
Bill Oakes, head tennis professional, who oversaw Gates Tennis Center when 
it opened on October 26, 1975, with 20 courts and a brand new clubhouse. 
Several years later, David Ray would take over the daily operation of Gates. Ray 
served successfully as concessionaire for more than 27 years, resigning in 2005.

During a 20-year period (1975-95) from the initial clubhouse construction to repairing and resurfacing courts, the 
GFF spent $1.5 million on improvement projects at the Center. The rationale behind the initial outlay and the subse-
quent projects was part of a simple equation: it was all about having quality facilities and quality programs without 
being dependent on public support. The GFF wanted to ensure that Gates Tennis Center was always going to be there 
for the people of Denver.

Quality, Sustainability & Access
According to Tom Kaesemeyer, Executive Director of the GFF, a renovated Gates Tennis Center has been in the 

works for quite some time. While the facility operated efficiently under the care of The Park People (TPP) and David 
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The Cherry Creek Shopping Mall, shortly after its construction 
in the 1950s, helped transform an old landfill into a thriving 
suburban neighborhood.

STORY BY 

COLORADO TENNIS EDITOR

KURT DESAUTELS

The Gates Tennis Center, as it looked when it opened 
October 26, 1975. The 20-court complex was built 
in Polaski Park, southeast of Cherry Creek Shopping 
Center (now the Cherry Creek Mall). The design, 
completed by architect Tag Grossman won a regional 
American Institute of Architects Award of Merit in 
1977, and was featured in TENNIS magazine. The 
USTA also shouted its praises, calling Gates "one of 
the 10-best public facilities in the country."

F

A map of the Cherry Creek area 
shows Gates Tennis Center sit-
ting atop an area known to 
have been used as a landfill and 
dump. According to the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment, the land contains a 
mixture of trash, gravel, and other 
non-hazardous materials.
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15% OFF ALL RACQUETS & SHOES THROUGH DECEMBER

David Ray – Owner
USPTA Pro, MRT Stringer of more than 45,000 racquets

2695 South Monaco Parkway (corner of Yale & Monaco)
303/782-4505

• The Shop features the most professional string, grip and racquet service in Denver.

• Advice on racquet and grip customization from MASTER RACQUET TECHNICIAN STRINGERS.

• RACQUETS from 4 major brands (Babolat, Head, Prince & Wilson).

• SHOES, BAGS & ACCESSORIES for all your tennis needs. JUST ARRIVED: THORLO SOCK LINE!

• 50% OFF select racquets & shoes (N3, N4, Shark OS, Men’s Scream)

• Clothing lines from LBH & PRINCE

• 12-Hour Service or less & Frequent String Program.

CAC Monaco has the finest professional teaching staff in the area. Check out the Junior program or sign up for private 
lessons at your convenience, 303/758-7080.

IS YOUR STRINGER A 

MASTER

RACQUET 

TECHNICIAN?

BOGO OFFER
BUY 1 RACQUET @ 15% OFF & 

RECEIVE 20% OFF A 

2ND RACQUET WHEN

PURCHASED AT THE SAME TIME.

Ray, all agreed that more funding for ongo-
ing maintenance and programming would 
be desirable. In 2003, the GFF, Parks 
Department, TPP and the Colorado Tennis 
Association began discussions on removing 
the existing liabilities at the Center and on 
enhancing both programs and the Center's 
financial health. At issue were the four cen-
tral courts to the west that were unsuitable for 
competition because of trash underneath, the 
lack of ADA accessibility to the clubhouse, 
and the poor condition of the building, not 
to mention a lack of restroom, storage and 
retail space. 

Patrick Hayes, Executive Director of TPP, 
says, "One of the fundamental principles 
guiding the facility improvements is the 
importance of accessibility. In a practical 
sense, this means making the clubhouse and 
courts wheelchair accessible. In a broader 
community sense, the idea of accessibility 
relates to engaging more people – especially 
youth – in the sport of tennis. This means 
making sure residents in every corner of the 
city feel that the Gates Tennis Center belongs 
to them."

The Foundation funded a feasibility study 
that looked at the viability of replacing the 
clubhouse and building an indoor facility, 
which indicated that a five to six-court indoor 
public facility would be financially practical 
if there were no debt. But the cost of the 
facility was projected at over $8 million, 
more than the capacity of either the City or 
the Foundation. Given that obstacle and the 

projected costs of heating and cooling such 
a facility, the idea of an indoor facility was 
abandoned.

Instead, an alternative plan was proposed, 
one that consisted of razing the existing club-
house and replacing it with a new two-story 
facility, constructing four new post-tension 
concrete courts atop the badly damaged 
courts immediately to the west of the club-
house, paving the parking lot and adding 
a high-level lighting option for tournament 
play at night.

The City of Denver agreed to pledge $1 
million of the projected $4.42 million com-
pletion cost. The Gates Family Foundation 
pledged up to $2.5 million; The Park People 
committed $120,000, and the GFF and TPP 
pledged to raise the remaining balance. 
A key to the project’s viability was a lease 
agreement offered by TPP that enabled the 
CTA offices to be housed on the second floor 
of the proposed clubhouse. The presence of 
the CTA in the facility promised both added 
income and program synergy.

To begin the process, TPP engaged addi-
tional partners and stakeholders in discuss-
ing the Center's programming opportunities. 
Then, following David Ray's resignation, 
TPP appointed a search committee to select 
new concessionaires (Sam Hitman and Eric 
Rose are the third concessionaires in Gates 
history). The remaining challenge was how 
to make Gates the hub of tennis growth in 
Denver. 

The answer was clear, says Kaesemeyer, 

Architectural rendering of the new Gates Tennis Center 
clubhouse (view from the west)

"Have the Gates Tennis Center partner with 
the CTA to promote youth tennis with the City 
and the Parks Department."

When the facility is completed in Spring 
2008, the CTA and Colorado Youth Tennis 
Foundation will relocate their offices to the 
new facility, although they will remain sepa-
rate and apart from the actual operations of 
the Center.

CTA Executive Director Fritz Garger sees 
the move as a perfect fit:

"One of our goals for both organizations 
(CTA and CYTF) is to gain more exposure 

in our efforts to promote the sport of tennis. 
Many of the events held at Gates include 
participants from all over the state, so the 
players and spectators will have a better 
opportunity to find out about the CTA and 
CYTF and all our programs and services. 
This is a very exciting time and a momentous 
one for Colorado tennis."

Doug Booth, Executive Director of the 
USTA–Florida Section, commented that the 
move of his office from an office park to a 
public tennis facility in Daytona was one of 

see GATES, next page



both to become more familiar with each 
other.”

The other major upgrade to Gates will 
be the complete restoration of the four 
unplayable courts west of the clubhouse 
(HCL Engineering and Renner Sports 
Surfaces will handle the court construc-
tion duties), and the installation of profes-
sional-level lighting (designed by Matsuo 
Engineering of Golden, CO). The existing 
courts must first be completely removed, 
but because of the buried landfill, no 
excavation can take place without incur-
ring dramatically increased costs and the 
likely complaints of neighbors and busi-
nesses when the 60 year-old landfill is 
cleaned up. A decision was made to use 
caissons, or underground pillars, which 
would support the new post-tensioned 
slabs, so that a large remediation effort 
was not needed.

The court adjacent to the clubhouse 
will be built to USTA championship 
dimensions, 65 feet wide and 132 feet 
long, with tiered seating integrated into 
the hillside on one side, and bleacher 
seating on the west side. Even the hitting 
wall will get a complete makeover.

Open for Business
It is a fairly massive undertaking, given 

that concessionaires Hitman and Rose 
fully intend on remaining open through-

the best things they have done for the Association 
and for Tennis in Florida. Garger anticipates this 
move will similarly benefit the sport and the promo-
tion of it throughout Colorado. 

Kaesemeyer said that all the pieces necessary for 
ultimate success – the support and involvement of the 
City, strong management and support from TPP, the 
presence of the CTA, and enthusiasm from Denver 
Public Schools – came together, making the decision 
of the GFF not only an easy one, but the right one.

"The Parks Department and the City are intimately 
involved with this project, and want to work closely 
with TPP and concessionaires on all future issues. 

He added, "Having the Parks Department, CTA, 
and GTC working together, we might be able to 
bring back tennis in local urban high schools to 
where it was decades ago. New programs were 
started this fall at Gates that provide free lessons 
for DPS students, using GTC and other local instruc-
tors. Funding was provided by the Denver Sports 
Commission. Starting in 2005 the CTA and the Parks 
Department established a partnership to strengthen 
youth tennis throughout Denver. With the new facil-
ity, the partnership looks forward to a significant 
increase in the numbers of youth playing tennis, using 
the GTC as a hub of tennis 
in metro Denver."

Hayes concurs, "For TPP, 
the construction project is 
much more than simply a 
bricks and mortar endeavor. 
For us, it represents a criti-
cal step towards elevating 
the Gates Tennis Center to 
become the nexus of com-
munity tennis in Denver."

Vision to Reality
Once the time came to 

turn the vision into reality, 
TPP, the City and County 
of Denver, and the GFF 
selected the design-build 
team of Centerre-studiotrope 
[Editor's note: studiotrope 
is intentionally spelled with 
a lowercase "s"]. Joseph 
Montalbano and studio-
trope to handle the archi-
tectural side, and Dave and Steve Hritz at Centerre 
Construction will serve as  general contractors.

The first iteration of the GTC earned Grossman a 
regional American Institute of Architects Award of 
Merit in 1977. The challenge for Centerre-studio-
trope was to not only come in at or under budget, 
but to surpass the existing design and come up with 
something extraordinary, something more than just 
a clubhouse with tennis courts. It would have to, as 
Kaesemeyer says, “put an exclamation point on a 
project 35 years in the making.” 

Joseph Montalbano and his team (Kelton Osborn, 
Dana Grassmid and Justin Martinez) went to work 
studying videotape of people playing tennis from 
various perspectives – side view, end view, top view. 
Their main objective was to allow the game of tennis, 
in its most literal sense, inform the resulting architec-
tural experience.

“We found our inspiration in the game of tennis 
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itself," says Montalbano. “We studied a 
wide gamut of tennis clubhouse precedents 
from the most recent to the most historic. 
What we found is the game has evolved 
immensely over its history yet its core 
tenets remain true to their origin. Tennis is 
universal, it appeals to the young and the 
old alike, and it is as much a social activity 
as it is a competitive activity. The building 
was shaped around this notion of multi-
generational communal activity. We hope 
it appeals to both those who share deep 
passions for tennis and those who have only 
recently been introduced to the game.”

The Design
The resulting two-story facility, as seen 

in these various architectural renderings, 
is more than four times larger than the 

previous clubhouse (13,000 sq ft vs. 3,000 
sq ft), with dramatically upgraded locker 
rooms and retail space on the main level, 
office space on the second floor and stor-
age in the basement. 

The exterior will be made from masonry, 
steel and glass, with early designs featuring 
a “garage door”-style wall to the south.

One of Montalbano’s favorite aspects of 
the new facility is the result of the unique 
synergy from the combination of the club-
house with the CTA administrative offices. 
He explains, “The CTA offices were orga-
nized in such fashion so as to heighten their 
connectivity to the activities of tennis, both 
literally and figuratively. A second floor 
balcony, shared by the general public and 
the CTA, offers a unique viewing perspec-
tive on the matches below, and encourages 

TOP: The new two-story facility will include balcony viewing of the 
reconstructed courts to the west, as well as tiered seating on the side of 
the new stadium court.

BOTTOM: A view of the new facility from the southwest shows the 
entrance to the upstairs balcony as well as the overhead doors on the 
south end. 
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out the construction. 
"We’ll continue to offer all our standard 

programs, including several new programs 
that we debuted earlier this year – tennis 
socials, late night doubles, free clinics every 
third Saturday, etc," says Rose. 

"We even hope to add new offerings 
like a business persons lunch program and 
a “heavy hitters” program," adds Hitman. 
"Gates will continue to expand on our new 
outreach program that has already given 
200 underprivileged kids the opportunity to 
learn to play tennis." 

Working around an occupied tennis center 
presents numerous safety and logistical chal-
lenges for Centerre, says Dave Hritz. "It will 
require very close coordination with Gates 
due to the ongoing use of the facility.”

Temporary trailers will be brought in to 
take the place of the clubhouse until the new 
one is completed. Centerre will take up at 
least a quarter of the parking lot for construc-
tion staging, the rest will be available for the 
public, meaning that parking for some of the 
bigger events (Girls and Boys High School 
State Championships and the Colorado 
State Open) will be a real challenge.

Dave’s brother, Steve, is a member at 
Colorado Athletic Club Monaco, and is an 
avid player. He’s very excited to be involved 
in the project, knowing all the benefits that it 
will bring to tennis players in Denver. 

“I know that Gates has great junior pro-
grams and hope that it [the renovation] can 

involve more kids to play the great sport of 
tennis. I have 10 year-old twin girls that I am 
trying to get involved in tennis. I waited until 
I was in college to pick up the sport, and I 
want to get them involved much earlier in 
their life. This will give me a great reason to 
get them playing.”

Looking Ahead
Thanks to the generosity of TPP, the GFF, 

the City and County of Denver, and other 
funders including the Daniels Fund, El Pomar, 
USTA and Deso Foundations, Denver will 
soon be the home to a state of the art public 
tennis facility that all Coloradans should be 
proud of. A capital campaign has begun to 
raise the $400,000 balance needed to com-
plete the $4.4 million renovation. 

With a strong response from the Denver 
tennis community and other friends of the 
GTC, the partners are confident of attaining 
the necessary funds and providing a venue 
where a whole new generation of tennis 
players will be able to write their own per-
sonal history on its courts. 

When the completely renovated Gates 
Tennis Center reopens in April 2008, Denver 
tennis will once again brim with optimism, 
a renewal of the vision that Homer Reed 
and Charlie Gates had more than 30 years 
ago.  

�

GATES TENNIS CENTER QUICK FACTS
Original construction: 1975, Pulaski Park
Facility/Courts: 3,000 sq ft, single level/20 courts (12 lighted)
Architect: Theodore "Tag" Grossman
Concessionaires: Grossman & Bill Oakes (1975-77)

David Ray (1978-2005)
Sam Hitman & Eric Rose (2005-)

Renovation: February 2007-April 2008
Architect/Builder: studiotrope/Centerre Construction
Project cost:  $4.42 million
Total $ raised to date: $3.855 million

 13,000 sq ft, two-story with basement/20 courts including 
2 stadium courts (16 lighted)
Post-tensioned concrete
15

Facility/CoÕÀts: 

Construction:  
Pros on Staff:  
Total # lessons/year: >3,000
Total # league players/year:  >1,000 (CTA 650/In-House 500)
Total # State Open players/year: >1,000
Total # singles ladder players:  >1,000
Total # junior players:             >750
Total # hours of public ball machine usage/year: 2,250
Average # balls hit during ball machine session:  1,000
Total # balls hit on ball machines/year:    >2 million

Annually, more than 10,000 people visit Gates Tennis Center, and more beginning 
players are learning to swing a racquet there every year.


