
USTA Southern  
5685 Spalding Drive 

Peachtree Corners, GA 30092 
 

Telephone: 770.368.8200 

Fax: 770.368.9091 
info@sta.usta.com 

southerntennis.com 

 
PRESS RELEASE –  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Alabama Dominates with Five Wins at 
2019 USTA Southern Adult 65 & Over Sectional Championships 

 
BIRMINGHAM TAKES THREE OF ITS STATES ’  FIVE TITLES  

 

ATLANTA – DECEMBER 5, 2019 – With three champions, Birmingham, Ala. was the big winner in the 
USTA League Adult 65 & Over Southern Sectional Championships. 

The tournament was played Nov. 15-17 in Dothan, Ala. The tournament was played at three facilities: 
Westgate Tennis Center (tournament headquarters), Azalea Swim & Tennis Club and the Dothan Country 
Club. 

In addition to Birmingham’s champions, Alabama used it home state advantage to take two other titles 
and also had a finalist. Hilton Head Island, S.C., reached two men’s finals but lost both. 

This year’s event drew the top teams from throughout the section’s nine states: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee. Many of the 
teams – which represent various clubs, parks, recreational departments and organizations – have 
finished at the top of their local leagues or are noted as top teams in their respective states.  
 
There were 62 teams with approximately 530 players who competed in eight levels: Men’s and Women’s 
3.0, 3.5, 4.0 and 9.0 combined.  

 
Champions and finalists, and their captain/co-captains, are: 
 

Level 
Champion 
Hometown - Captain/s 

Finalist 
Hometown – Captain/s 

Score in final or  
round-robin* 

Men’s 3.0 Birmingham, Ala. 
Mike English 

Hilton Head Island, S.C. 
Michael Wojcik/William Tracy 

2-1 

Men’s 3.5 Lexington, Ga. (B) 
Ronnie Boggs/HD Cannington 

Lake Oconee, Ga. (A) 
Roger Fields 

2-1 

Men’s 4.0 Birmingham, Ala. 
Samuel Hooper 

Hilton Head Island, S.C. 
Richard Rickenbach/ 
David Partington 

3-0 

Men’s 9.0 Selma, Ala. 
Donnie Ellis 

Columbia, S.C. 
Glenn White 

2-1* 

Women’s 3.0 Muscle Shoals, Ala 
Vu Thi Gailon Brown 

Lafayette, La. 
Vickey Alleman 

2-1 

Women’s 3.5 Lafayette, La. 
Laura Brown 

Louisville, Ky. 
Peggy Hash 

2-1 

Women’s 4.0 Atlanta 
Judith West 

Decatur, Ala. 
Katie Mitchell 

2-1 
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Level 
Champion 
Hometown - Captain/s 

Finalist 
Hometown – Captain/s 

Score in final or  
round-robin* 

Women’s 9.0 Birmingham, Ala. 
Barbara Ernest 

Brevard, N.C. 
Linda Kolb 

3-0* 

 
Team photos are available upon request or can be downloaded here. 

Teams consisted of at least three men and three women and each match consisted of three courts. Most 
teams began play in a round-robin format with the winners of each flight meeting in the finals Saturday 
and Sunday.  

The tournament web site is www.SouthernChampionships.com, along with our Facebook and Twitter 
pages. For more information about the event, visit USTA Southern, USTA League or the USTA. 
 
The 2019 tournament is presented by USTA Southern in cooperation with strong local volunteer support.  

This year marks the 39th anniversary of the USTA League. Established in 1980, it has grown from 13,000 

participants in a few parts of the country in its first year to over 585,000 players across the nation today, 
making it the world’s largest recreational tennis program. There are more than 115,000 adult and senior 

players in USTA Southern playing on an average of nearly three teams per year. The USTA League was 
established to provide adult recreational tennis players throughout the country with the opportunity to 

compete against players of similar ability levels. Players participate on teams in a league format, which is 
administered by the USTA through its 17 Sections. The league groups players by using six NTRP levels, 

ranging from 2.5 (entry) to 5.0 (advanced). USTA League is open to any USTA member 18 years of age 

or older.  

 
# # # 

 
The USTA is the national governing body for the sport of tennis in the U.S. and the leader in promoting and 
developing the growth of tennis at every level – from local communities to the highest level of the professional game. 
It owns and operates the US Open, the largest annually attended sporting event in the world, and launched the US 
Open Series linking six summer tournaments to the US Open. In addition, it owns about 90 Pro Circuit events 

throughout the U.S., and selects the teams for the Davis Cup, Fed Cup, Olympic and Paralympic games. A not-for-
profit organization with more than 615,000+ members, it invests 100 percent of its proceeds in growing the game. It is 
divided into 17 sections, of which USTA Southern is the largest. The 160,000+ USTA members living in Alabama, 

Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee make up USTA 
Southern, and account for nearly 25 percent of the total USTA membership. A professional staff housed in Peachtree 
Corners, Ga., carries out USTA Southern’s daily operations, but policy is formed and much of the organization’s work 
is executed via a board and committee structure of more than 200 volunteers. For more information about the types 
of programs and services offered by USTA Southern, visit www.southerntennis.com. 
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Ron Cioffi, USTA Southern  
W: 770-368-8200 x112 
C: 770-378-7856 
cioffi@sta.usta.com 
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