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ATP AWARDS TOURNAMENT SANCTION TO ATLANTA 

 
ATP 250 Tournament to be Staged from July 17-25 and to be Run by  

USTA Southern Section 
 

Men’s Tournament will Kick-Off 2010 Olympus US Open Series 
 

ATLANTA, GA, December 17, 2009 – The ATP today formally awarded an ATP 250 sanction 
to the USTA Southern Section at a press event hosted jointly by the ATP, the USTA and USTA 
Southern Section.  The tournament will be held from July 17-25, 2010.  The Atlanta event will 
serve as the kick-off to the 2010 Olympus US Open Series. 
 
Last month, the ATP board voted to buy the Indianapolis sanction under rules which allowed the 
ATP to match any offer made for the event.  The board made this decision with a view to the 
long-term ATP calendar and to maintain its ability to address issues relating to the length of the 
season in the future.  After positive discussions between the ATP and USTA, the ATP board 
became comfortable that it could meet this goal, while at the same time awarding the 
tournament to Atlanta and USTA Southern Section under mutually acceptable terms. 
 
“This is a great win for the parties involved and is a wonderful example of cooperation and 
understanding between different authorities in tennis coming together to achieve the common 
goal of promoting and developing tennis in the United States,” said Mark Young, the ATP Chief 
Executive Officer for the Americas. “We at the ATP wish the tournament every success and are 
delighted we could find a way to work with the USTA to achieve this outcome.” 
 
“USTA Southern is thrilled to be bringing professional tennis back to Atlanta,” said Rex 
Maynard, President, USTA Southern Section.  “When the sport works together in a collaborative 
fashion, great things happen.  With our vibrant member base, and the overall appeal of tennis 
throughout this great region, we are convinced this event will be a great success.” 
 
“We are very pleased with the ATP board’s decision to award this event to Atlanta,” said Lucy S. 
Garvin, USTA Chairman of the Board and President.  “A healthy professional tennis schedule in 
the U.S. sparks interest in the game and helps us to fulfill our mission of growing the sport on 
every level.” 
 
Having completed its sixth season, the Olympus US Open Series has established itself as a 
true regular season of hard court tennis, linking 10 summer tournaments to the US Open. In 
2008, Olympus became the first title sponsor of the Series.  The 2009 Olympus US Open 
Series set a new record with nearly 47 million viewers across the six-week season – the largest 
TV audience in Series history.  In addition, the Olympus US Open Series received 
unprecedented television exposure with over 100 hours on ESPN2, more than 250 hours on 
Tennis Channel and two tournament finals on CBS Sports. 
 

#  #  # 



 
The USTA is the national governing body for the sport of tennis in the U.S. and the leader in promoting and 
developing the growth of tennis at every level – from local communities to the highest level of the professional game. 
It owns and operates the US Open, the highest annually attended sporting event in the world, and launched the 
Olympus US Open Series linking 10 summer tournaments to the US Open. In addition, it owns the 90 Pro Circuit 
events throughout the U.S., and selects the teams for the Davis Cup, Fed Cup, Olympic and Paralympic games. A 
not-for-profit organization with more than 740,000 members, it invests 100 percent of its proceeds in growing the 
game. It is divided into 17 sections, of which USTA Southern is the largest. The 185,000+ USTA members living in 
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee make 
up USTA Southern, and account for approximately 25 percent of the total USTA membership. A professional staff 
housed in Norcross, Ga., carries out USTA Southern’s daily operations, but policy is formed and much of the 
organization’s work is executed via a board and committee structure of over 200 volunteers. For more information 
about the types of programs and services offered by USTA Southern, visit www.southerntennis.com. 
 
 
For more information, contact:  
Graeme Agars, ATP World Tour 
gagars@atpworldtour.com 
 
Chris Widmaier, Managing Director, Communications, USTA,  
(914) 696-7284; widmaier@usta.com 
 
Ron Cioffi, Director of Communications, USTA Southern 
(678) 527-2112 cioffi@sta.usta.com 

 


