
 

 

 

Maria Sharapova, Venus Williams Awarded  
Western & Southern Open Wild Cards 

 
CINCINNATI (July 29, 2019) – Former World No. 1s and multiple Major winners Maria Sharapova and Venus 
Williams have been awarded the first wild cards for the 2019 Western & Southern Open. Both players join 
the main draw field for the tournament that will be held August 10-18 at the Lindner Family Tennis Center in 
Mason, Ohio. 
 
Sharapova owns 36 career titles, including five at Majors, and is one of just six women to have achieved a 
career Grand Slam. She is the last teenager to win a Major title, doing so at Wimbledon 15 years ago at the 
age of 19. Sharapova also reached 23 WTA finals, which includes a silver medal at the 2012 Olympics. She 
has spent 21 weeks in her career as the No. 1 ranked player.  
 
Runner-up to Kim Clijsters in her 2010 W&S Open debut, Sharapova defeated four Top 15 players en route 
to the 2011 title. She boasts a 13-3 record at the event in her career, including a run to the semifinals in 
2014, her last appearance at the tournament. 
 
In her career, Williams has won 49 titles, including seven at Majors. She has been a finalist at all four Grand 
Slam events, finishing as runner-up nine times, most recently at the Australian Open and Wimbledon in 
2017. She has held the WTA No. 1 ranking for 11 weeks. She won the singles gold medal at the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics, and counts three gold medals and 14 Majors among her 22 career doubles titles, all of which have 
come with her sister, Serena.  
 
The 39-year-old Williams made her WTA debut in 1994 at Oakland.  
 
Williams will be playing the Western & Southern Open for a seventh time. Her best result was a semifinal in 
2012, when she lost to eventual champion Li Na. She owns an 8-5 record at the event, and last played here 
in 2017.  
 
“Maria and Venus are two of the greatest champions in tennis history,” said Western & Southern Open 
Tournament Director Andre Silva. “We look forward to both joining our world class field and are eager for 
the tournament to get underway next weekend.” 
 
Sharapova and Williams join the previously announced 43 players on the initial entry list. Three more wild 
cards will be given and an additional eight players will round out the 56-player field through the two-round 
qualifying tournament that will take place on First Watch Opening Weekend, Aug. 10-11.  
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ustaassets/assets/663/3/2019_player_field.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ustaassets/assets/663/3/2019_w_s_open_qualifying_field.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ustaassets/assets/663/3/2019_w_s_open_qualifying_field.pdf


 

 

 
In 2018, the Western & Southern Open attracted more than 194,000 spectators. The reigning singles 
champions are ATP No. 1 Novak Djokovic and WTA No. 5 Kiki Bertens. In addition to world class tennis, the 
W&S Open features more than 50 musical acts, 20 food vendors, six signature bar areas and a retail plaza for 
patrons to enjoy between matches. 
 
The Western & Southern Open, a WTA Premier 5 and ATP Masters 1000 tournament, is part of the US Open 
Series. Started in 1899, the tournament annually supports a number of Cincinnati area charities.  
 
Tickets for all sessions are on sale now at wsopen.com.  
 
About the Western & Southern Open 
The Western & Southern Open will be held August 10-18, 2019, at the Lindner Family Tennis Center, 20 miles north of Cincinnati in 
Mason, Ohio. The tournament is one of the prestigious ATP Masters 1000 events on the men's tour and a Premier 5 event for the 
Women's Tennis Association (WTA). The W&S Open is the largest annual summer sporting event in the US Midwest, hosting fans 
from all 50 states and more than 35 countries with more than 50 million global viewers in more than 160 countries. The tournament 
is also one of the last stops on the US Open Series before the US Open in New York. Since 1974, the tournament has contributed more 
than $10 million to various beneficiaries including Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, the Barrett Cancer Center and Tennis 
for City Youth. For more information, visit www.wsopen.com. 
 
About the US Open Series 
Now in its 16th season, the world's best players on the WTA and ATP Tour are coming together for the US Open Series. Linking six 
summer WTA and ATP Tour tournaments to the US Open, the US Open Series serves as a true “regular season” of hard court tennis. 
Featuring a cohesive schedule, the Series centralizes the way tennis is viewed in North America, across multiple television and digital 
platforms. Fans will see today's top champions go head-to-head with tomorrow's emerging stars, as storylines develop throughout 
the summer season. Each tournament also engages its local community with a variety of outreach initiatives, including grass-roots 
youth tennis clinics and activities. 
 
About the WTA 
Founded on the principle of equal opportunity for women in sports by Billie Jean King in 1973, the WTA is the global leader in 
women’s professional sport with more than 1,800 players representing 85 nations competing for a record $164 million in prize 
money. In 2018, the WTA was watched by a record breaking global audience of 600 million. The 2019 WTA competitive season 
includes 55 events and four Grand Slams in 29 countries, culminating with the WTA Finals in Shenzhen, China, offering an 
unprecedented $14 million total prize purse and honoring the season’s top singles and doubles players. Further information on  the 
WTA can be found at www.wtatennis.com.  
 
About the ATP 
The ATP is the governing body of the men's professional tennis circuits - the ATP Tour, the ATP Challenger Tour and the ATP 
Champions Tour. With 63 tournaments in 30 countries, the ATP Tour showcases the finest male athletes competing in the world’s 
most exciting venues. From Australia to Europe and the Americas to Asia, the stars of the 2019 ATP Tour will battle for prestigious 
titles and ATP Rankings points at ATP Masters 1000, 500 and 250 events, as well as Grand Slams (non ATP events). At the end of the 
season only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and doubles teams will qualify to compete for the last title of the season at the 
Nitto ATP Finals. Held at The O2 in London, the event will officially crown the 2019 ATP Tour No. 1. For more information, please visit 
www.ATPTour.com. 

 


