
	

	

 
Plans Progressing for 2020 Western & Southern Open 

 
CINCINNATI (July 15, 2020) – Further details regarding the staging of the 2020 Western & Southern Open at 
the USTA’s Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York City have been revealed in advance of the 
joint ATP Tour and WTA event that is scheduled to begin in five weeks.  
 
The one-time staging of the tournament in New York is in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. This year, 
the Western & Southern Open, which features an ATP Masters 1000 and a WTA Premier 5, will take place 
Aug. 20-28, and is scheduled to be completed just before the US Open is held Aug. 31-Sept. 13 at the same 
venue.  
 
Both Western & Southern Open singles draws will still be comprised of 56 players, with the top eight seeds 
in both receiving first round byes.  
 
Opening round of Western & Southern Open main draw singles play will be held on Saturday and Sunday, 
Aug. 22-23. While a handful of second round matches will be held Sunday, Aug. 23, the majority of the 
round of 32 will take place on Monday, Aug. 24. The round of 16 will be held on Tuesday, Aug. 25, and will 
be followed by the quarterfinals on Wednesday, Aug. 26. Play through the first five days will begin at 11 a.m. 
with a night session on Grandstand beginning at 5 p.m. and a second match to begin not before 7 p.m. 
 
The semifinals will be played on Thursday, Aug. 27, with the women’s matches being held consecutively 
from 11 a.m., followed by the men’s, which will start no earlier than 3 p.m. Both singles finals will be held on 
Friday, Aug. 28, with the WTA final taking place at 2 p.m., and the ATP Tour’s at 4 p.m. 
 
Doubles will be contested throughout the week, culminating with the finals on Friday, Aug. 28. The ATP 
Tour’s final will be held at 2 p.m., and the WTA’s at 4 p.m. The two rounds of qualifying will be held over two 
days, Thursday, Aug. 20 and Friday, Aug. 21. 
 
The ATP Tour singles field will include 39 direct acceptances based on the list provided after the entry 
deadline of July 27. As a Masters 1000, players will be automatically entered into the field, though they have 
the opportunity to withdraw prior to that entry deadline, as previously announced by the ATP. Twelve 
players will advance into the main draw through qualifying. Four wild cards will be awarded, and one special 
exempt spot will be held should a player advance far enough in the Washington, D.C. tournament that it 
would preclude him from participating in the Western & Southern Open qualifying tournament.  
 
The WTA singles field will include 39 direct acceptances based on the list provided after the entry deadline 
of July 27. Twelve players will advance into the main draw through qualifying. Up to five wild cards may be 
awarded. 



	

	

 
Thirty-two teams will compete in each doubles tournament. For the ATP Tour, 21 teams will be on the initial 
list at the Aug. 10 entry deadline, with eight additional teams added through the on-site sign in. Three teams 
will be awarded wild cards. The WTA field will include 24 teams from the initial list at the Aug. 10 entry 
deadline, five teams will join at the on-site sign in, and three wild cards will be awarded.  
 
Forty-eight players will compete in each two-round qualifying event, with 12 players advancing into the 
main draw. There will be six wild card entrants in the ATP Tour qualifying event, and five wild cards for the 
WTA. The initial entry list for both qualifying events has a deadline of Aug. 3.  
 
Grandstand Court at the Billie Jean King National Tennis Center will be the primary show court for the 
Western & Southern Open, with Courts 10 and 17 serving as the other show courts. Grandstand and Court 
10 will be used for the full duration of the Western & Southern Open, with Court 10 hosting the final rounds 
of the doubles competition. The other seven competition courts will be Courts 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14 and 15. 
 
All of these match courts will have Western & Southern Open branding on the back walls with additional 
side wall signage on the three show courts. In addition, each court will use the branded net for each 
respective Tour.  
 
Earlier this year, the Western & Southern Open finalized a new, five-year agreement with Wilson to provide 
balls for the tournament. Men’s matches will use the Wilson US Open Extra Duty ball while women’s 
matches will use the Wilson US Open Regular Duty ball.  
 
Tennis Channel and ESPN will share domestic coverage rights for the 2020 Western & Southern Open, with 
their full broadcast schedule to be released in the coming weeks. The international broadcast of the event 
will once again reach viewers in more than 160 nations.  
 
Further details for the 2020 tournament will be announced in the coming weeks, and all aspects of the event 
are subject to change.  
 
MEDIA NOTE: At this time, all media access to the tournament will be remote. Further information on the 
virtual media operations will follow in due course. 
 
About the Western & Southern Open 
The Western & Southern Open takes place at the Lindner Family Tennis Center, 20 miles north of Cincinnati in Mason, Ohio. The 
tournament is one of the prestigious ATP Masters 1000 events on the men's tour and a Premier 5 event for the Women's Tennis 
Association (WTA). The W&S Open is the largest annual summer sporting event in the US Midwest, hosting fans from all 50 states 
and more than 35 countries with more than 50 million global viewers in more than 160 countries. The tournament is also one of the 
last stops on the US Open Series before the US Open in New York. Since 1974, the tournament has contributed more than $11 million 
to various beneficiaries including Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, the Barrett Cancer Center and Tennis for City Youth. 
For more information, visit www.wsopen.com. 



	

	

 
About the US Open Series 
Entering its 17th season in 2020, the world's best players on the WTA and ATP Tour are coming together for the US Open Series. 
Linking eight summer WTA and ATP Tour tournaments to the US Open, the US Open Series serves as a true “regular season” of 
summer tennis in North America. Featuring a cohesive schedule, the Series centralizes the way tennis is viewed in North America, 
across multiple television and digital platforms. Fans will see today's top champions go head-to-head with tomorrow's emerging 
stars, as storylines develop throughout the summer season. Each tournament also engages its local community with a variety of 
outreach initiatives, including grass-roots youth tennis clinics and activities. 
 
About the WTA 
Founded by Billie Jean King in 1973 on the principle of equal opportunity for women in sports, the WTA is the global leader in 
women’s professional sport with more than 1,650 players representing 84 nations competing for a record $180 million in prize 
money. In 2019, the WTA was watched by a record breaking global audience of 700 million. The 2019 WTA competitive season 
includes 53 events and four Grand Slams in 28 countries and regions. The season culminates with the Shiseido WTA Finals Shenzhen, 
offering a $14 million total prize purse and honoring the season’s top singles and doubles players. Further information on the WTA 
can be found at www.wtatennis.com.  
 
About the ATP 
The ATP is the governing body of the men's professional tennis circuits - the ATP Tour, the ATP Challenger Tour and the ATP 
Champions Tour. With 64 tournaments in 30 countries, the ATP Tour showcases the finest male athletes competing in the world’s 
most exciting venues. From Australia to Europe and the Americas to Asia, the stars of the 2020 ATP Tour will battle for prestigious 
titles and FedEx ATP Rankings points at ATP Masters 1000, 500 and 250 events, as well as Grand Slams (non ATP events). The 2020 
season launched with the inaugural ATP Cup in Australia and will culminate with only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and 
doubles teams competing for the last title of the season at the Nitto ATP Finals in November. Held at The O2 in London, the event will 
officially crown the 2020 ATP Tour No. 1. For more information, please visit www.ATPTour.com. 
	


