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For Hunter Heck of New Brighton, Minn., his 
earliest memories of “tennis” were swinging a 
ping pong paddle in his living room. Now with 
the racquet a little larger, the 12-year-old has 
come a long way from hitting winners in his liv-
ing room after an impressive last four months 
where he has claimed three national tourna-
ment titles and two regional championships.

His incredible run started in January when he 
won the USTA Boys 12s Winter Nationals dou-
bles event with partner Karl Lee of Los Altos, 
Calif. The duo, whose partnership was formed 
by a simple text between their mothers, won six 
matches in Scottsdale, Ariz., finally overcoming 
Billy Suarez of Huntington, N.Y. and Aidan Mayo 
of Roseville, Calif., 3-6, 6-4, 6-3 in the finals. 

Heck also finished fourth in the singles draw, 
winning five matches before falling to Jameson 
Corsillo of Boca Raton, Fla., 7-5, 7-5 in the semifi-
nals. In the third-place match, he lost a thrilling 
three-setter to top-seeded Mayo 5-7, 6-4, 6-0.

“It was fun to win in Arizona,” Heck said. “Karl 
and I have great chemistry playing together and he really helped me by 
making great shots. He is a great doubles partner and friend.”

Heck then returned home and won the Boys 14s Regional Champi-
onships in both singles and doubles at Life Time Fitness – Lakeville in 
February. Entering as the fifth seed and playing boys two years older 
than him, Heck won five matches including defeating top-seeded Se-
bastian Vile of Rochester, Minn., 6-2, 5-7, 6-3 in the finals. He and Vile 
then teamed together in beating Edina’s Joe Mairs and Apple Valley’s 
Gavin Young 8-2 in the All-USTA Northern final.

But it was at the USTA Spring Easter Bowl in Indian Wells, Calif., where 
Heck really turned heads, making USTA Northern history by being the 
first player to win the Boys 12s Singles and Doubles title at the presti-
gious event. Heck, won four matches including overcoming #1 seeded 
Mayo, to earn a spot in the finals. In the finals, Heck, who was seeded 
sixth, got the best of Corsillo this time, winning in straight sets 6-3, 6-2. 
In doubles, Heck and Lee joined forces again, winning three matches 
before taking out Corsillo and Martin Damm (Bradenton, Fla.) in the 
finals 8-3. 

“I came to win so I definitely trained a lot harder going into the Eas-
ter Bowl,” Heck said. “My diet was better and I really focused on my 
pre-match preparation. I was much more serious and tried to stay re-
ally focused.”

Often times playing much more mature than 
his age, his inner 12-year-old finally did rear its 
head before the finals.

“I was really nervous going into the finals,” 
Heck admitted. “After the first couple of games, 
I settled down and started to play more freely 
which gave me more confidence.”

The self-proclaimed aggressive baseliner is 
currently ranked No. 1 in the United States in 
doubles and No. 3 in singles in Boys 12s – an im-
pressive feat he does not take lightly.

“It means a lot to mean to represent the 
Northern Section and be ranked so high nation-
ally. We have had some pro players, like David 
Wheaton and Mardy Fish, come from Minne-
sota and it makes me proud that I can continue 
the tradition.”

Heck, who trains at InnerCity Tennis in Min-
neapolis with Glenn Allsop and John Wheaton, 
is also playing high school tennis for perennial 
power Mounds View as a seventh grader. He 
turns 13 on May 15 which means goodbye to 

the 12s and hello to the 14s. His goals for 2015 include contributing to 
his high school team in any way possible, qualifying for the Northern 
14 Zonals team and representing the Section at the 14s National Clay 
Courts.

“Playing high school tennis and aging up just means that I have to 
train harder and keep progressing with my game,” Heck said. “My coach 
(Allsop) has really helped me take my game to the next level.”

Two other people who have supported Heck on this wild ride are his 
parents, Tim and Marni. Both tennis players, they know their biggest 
contribution is to keep him focused and grounded.

“It is exciting to see him do so well,” Tim said. “We try to keep it in 
perspective and remember that each win is just a small step on the long 
journey to whatever he wants to do in the future. We remind him that 
he has a lot of work left to do, but hopefully he will use these experienc-
es to keep training and pushing himself harder.”

His mom and dad’s dedication and sacrifice have not gone unnoticed 
by this up-and-coming superstar.

“I want to thank my mom and dad,” Hunter said. “They are always 
there to help, and motivate me to work even harder. One of them al-
ways travels with me, making sure I am eating good food and giving me 
pep talks before my matches. They are always there supporting me and 
I cannot thank them enough.”
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