
TRI-LEVEL - 2014 USTA HAWAII PACIFIC SECTION REGULATIONS 

Note: Tri-Level is not a recognized USTA League National program 
 

1. GENERAL 
Tri-Level is a format which consists of three doubles positions, each at a different NTRP level to 

form the ‘Team’ (ex: 3.5, 4.0, and 4.5). Each doubles position is single-gender for men and 

women and players compete against the same ability & gender. USTA Hawaii Pacific (along with 
other participating sections) is represented at the Section Tri-Level Championships using the Tri-

Level ‘By NTRP Level’ format. The local area has the option to offer either Tri-Level ‘Team’ or Tri-
Level ‘By NTRP Level’. Advancement to the National Invitational will be “By NTRP Level.” 

 
1.1. Tri-Level – ‘Team’: a ‘Team’ is comprised of a doubles team (minimum 6 players) at each 

of the following levels: 3.5, 4.0, 4.5. A player can only play in one position for each team match.  

 
1.2. Tri-Level – ‘By NTRP Level’: a team is comprised of a doubles team (minimum 2 players) 

at a single NTRP level and gender. ‘By NTRP Level’ requires fewer players to create a 'Team' and 
if court availability is a concern, this format requires one court for match play per ‘single level 

team’. 

 
1.3 Tri-Level – Direct Advancement: a District may apply for a waiver if they are unable to 

form a Tri-Level league ‘By NTRP Level’ or ‘Team.’ Waivers must be approved by the Section 
League Coordinator.  

 
2. ELIGIBILITY 

2.1 To be eligible to play for a team, each player must be a USTA member and such membership 

must extend through the end of the local season. 
 

2.2 Minimum Age Requirement: Players must turn 18 within the current calendar year. 
 

2.3 Registration & score reporting is managed by TennisLink. Each player must be registered on 

his/her team roster or in his/her tournament qualifier on TennisLink before playing a match. 
 

2.4. Each player must use, whichever is most recent, a valid computer NTRP Year End (YE) rating 
or must self-rate. A player cannot self-rate if he/she has a valid YE rating. (Note: The Hawaii 

Pacific Section does not allow players to advance to Tri-Level Section Qualifier with a 

self-rating.)   
 

2.5. Championship levels of play are 3.5, 4.0 & 4.5. 
2.6. Each doubles team will compete against same ability & gender. 

2.7. A player may play only one NTRP level above the player’s current NTRP level. 
2.8. Each player must play 1 match (no defaults counting) to advance unless Section waiver is 

approved. 

2.9. Local areas may field a ‘Team’ with all 3 levels or use the ‘By NTRP level’. The USTA 
Hawaii Pacific team who advances to the BNP Paribus Open Tri-Level Championships in Indian 

Wells will be a Tri-Level ‘By NTRP’ level team representing individual Section Qualifier doubles 
teams at each of the 3 levels and both genders. 

 

3. TRI-LEVEL LEAGUE SEASON TIMELINE 
3.1. December 31st – District Team advancement Deadline – Local Leagues must be completed 

by this deadline 
3.2. January/February - Sectional Championship date and location can be found on the 

Championship Calendar on www.hawaii.usta.com. One winner (Tri-Level ‘Team’ or the individual 
‘By NTRP Level’ team) from the local area advances to the Sectional Qualifier. 



3.3. March - BNP Paribas Open Tri-Level Championship at Indian Wells Tennis Garden in Indian 

Wells, California. 
 

4. MATCH FORMAT AND SCHEDULE 
4.1. Best of two sets with a match tiebreak in lieu of the third. District/Section may authorize 

approved alternative scoring methods to be used.  

4.2. Rules concerning registration fees, method to determine the flight winner & match ending 
rules are governed by local regulations for local league season. 

4.3. The local area will generate their respective local match schedule. 
 

5. HPS TRI-LEVEL LEAGUE SECTION QUALIFIER  
5.1 Players must have a current USTA membership and a valid USTA Year End NTRP “C,” 

“M” or “B” year-end rating. 

5.2. Section Championship NTRP Requirements: a. Self-Rated Players: Self-rated players 
are NOT allowed to advance to HPS Tri-Level Championships. (NOTE: Due to regulations imposed 

by the privately run BNP Paribas Tri-Level Invitational Championship Tournament)  
5.3. NTRP Computer Rating Requirements: Only “C” or “B” or “M” rated players may 

advance to Section Championships. Because Section Championships are held in January/February 

of the year following the Championship Year in which local leagues are played, players will retain 
their NTRP Computer Rating of the Championship year in which the local league was played for 

Section Championships. (Example Player “X“ had a 3.5 Computer 2013 year-end rating and 
played Tri-Level at 3.5 in July of 2014. His 2014 Year-end Rating moved him to a 4.0 Computer 

NTRP rating. Player “X “may compete at 3.5 at the 2014 Tri-Level Championships held in 
January/February of 2015, and visa versa applies- if Player “X” had a 2013 Year End Computer 

rating of 4.0, played 2014 Tri-Level at 4.0 and earned a 3.5 2014 Year-End NTRP rating, he is 

required to play 2014 Tri-Level Champs at 4.0.)  
5.4 Self-Rated Players turned “C” or “M” Rating Players: If a District allows self-rated 

players to compete locally in Tri-Level and that self-rated player generates a “C” or “M” rating at 
year end they must play at the Sectional Qualifier at the higher level of the two. (Example Player 

“X” self-rated as a 4.5 in 2014 and played Tri-Level as a 4.5 in September of 2014. His 2014 

Year-end Rating moved him to a 5.0 Computer NTRP rating. Player “X” is no longer eligible to 
participate at Sectionals. Player “X” self-rated as a 4.5 in 2014 and played Tri-Level as a 4.5 in 

September of 2014. His 2014 Year-end Rating moved him to a 4.0 Computer NTRP rating. Player 
“X” may compete at the Tri-Level Qualifier but must play at the 4.5 level.) Please Note: Given the 
time of year that local leagues run their Tri-Level league, in order to generate a year-end rating a 
Tri-Level “S” rated player will have had to participate in one of the Adult or Mixed League Types 
and met the match requirement prior to the cutoff date to generate a valid year-end rating.  
5.5 Tiebreaking Procedures during Section Qualifier: The Section will utilize the USTA 
National League tiebreaking procedures when determining teams advancing to the National 

Invitational.  
5.6 Match format will be a round robin format with the best of two sets with a match tiebreak in 

lieu of the third set as the official scoring method.  

 


