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10/14 Nassau Girls' HS 
Team Playoffs Start 

10/17 USTA 10-and-Under 
Orange Ball Tournament 
Series 

10/17-18 Nassau County 
Girls' Individuals Tennis 
Tournament 

10/19 Suffolk County Girls’ 
HS Tournament 

10/19 Men’s Tri-Level 
League starts 

10/30-11/2 NY State Girls' 
HS Championships 

10/30 Nominations due for 
USTA Eastern Annual 
Awards (visit 
www.eastern.usta.com to 
submit your nominations) 

11/8 USTA Eastern College 
Showcase 

“Althea” Premieres on LI 

The USTA Long Island Re-
gion joined a who’s who of 
the local film and tennis 
communities on the red 
carpet at the Long Island 
premiere of ALTHEA, a 
documentary exploring the 
rise and celebrating the life 
of tennis pioneer Althea 
Gibson.  

 

 

 

 

 

The LI Region and Gold 
Coast International Film 
Festival hosted the gala 
screening, which was high-
lighted by a special question
-and-answer panel featuring 
director Rex Miller, Robert 

Ryland, 
George 
Henry, 
Leslie 
Allen 
and Lori 
McNeil 
(via 
Skype).  

Althea Gibson’s life and 
achievements transcend 
sports. From her roots in 
poverty, she emerged as a 
most unlikely queen of the 
highly segregated tennis 
world in the 1950s, with her 
fame thrusting her into the 
early Civil Rights move-
ment. ALTHEA reveals rare 
archival material and com-
pelling interviews with those 
who knew Gibson personal-
ly, such as former NYC 
Mayor David Dinkins, 
Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe, 
widow of Arthur Ashe, and 

Billie Jean King (an Execu-
tive Producer of the film). 

In addition to its showings 
on the big screen, ALTHEA 
aired as part of the Ameri-
can Masters series on PBS. 
For more information and a 
schedule of future showings, 
please visit www.pbs.org. 

Welcome to Jenny 
Schnitzer, the new USTA 
Eastern Executive Director 
and Chief Operating Officer.  

Jenny has been a valued 
member of the USTA team 
for the past 23 years. In her 
current role, she oversees all 
departments, including 
Competitive, Community, 
Finance and Marketing & 
Communications. She pro-
vides training, supervision 
and support to all section 

staff, including the regional 
Tennis Service Representa-
tives.  

Previously, Schnitzer 
worked as USTA Eastern’s 

Assistant Executive Direc-
tor, where she was responsi-
ble for developing a plan 
with an emphasis on grow-
ing tennis at the community 
level. 

The Long Island Region 
congratulates Jenny and 
wishes her well in her new 
position. We look forward to 
continuing to work with her 
to further the USTA’s and 
the Eastern Section’s goals. 

Welcome New Eastern Section Chief 
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Star Juniors Shine 

Several local juniors have distinguished themselves in a variety of ways recently.  

Shout out to Rachel Arbitman (at left) of Hewlett who won 1st 
place in doubles and 3rd in singles in Girls’ 12s at the 2015 USTA 
Clay Court Nat’l Championships held in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 
Arbitman also was named Player of the Day and placed second in 
singles and first in doubles in Girls’ 12s at the USTA Hard Court 
Nat’l Championships in Alpharetta, Ga. …  Congratulations to 
Shane Meyers of Huntington Station for winning an $8,000 Col-
lege Education Scholarship from the USTA Foundation in recogni-
tion of having excelled academically, demonstrated community ser-

vice and participated in an organized tennis program… Kudos to Brian Shi of Jericho 
on his selection to the 2015 USA National Junior Team, a training program designed to 
give some of America’s best young players opportunities to train together during the 
summer and travel to play against top juniors from around the world... Finally, congrat-
ulations to the eight LI juniors who were honored by the USTA Eastern Section at 
the 2015 Junior Awards Gala in August:  Ty Nisenson, Port Washington, Boys 10s; 
Isaac Smith, Glen Cove, Boys 12s; Spencer Brachman, Commack, Boys 14s; Can-
non Kingsley, Northport, Boys 14s; Ronald Hohmann, Oyster Bay, Boys 14s; Leah 

Ma, Dix Hills, Girls 14s; Ryan Goetz, Greenlawn, 
Boys 16s, and Madison Battaglia, Cold Spring Har-
bor, Girls 18s. 

 

Ty Nisenson    Shane Meyers  

Juniors Chosen for Camp Eastern Learning 
to Save 
Lives 
The USTA LI Region 
and Carefree Racquet 
Club in Merrick hosted 
USTA League players, 
tennis pros and club 
staff for a CPR and 
AED training session. 

Lori Jenis, Nassau 
County CPR trainer, 
provided hands-on 
instruction in CPR and 
the use of the 
Automated External 
Defibrillator to save 
lives. According to 
USTA League Player 
Deborah Cichon, “I am 
a league player and 
wanted to have the 
knowledge of CPR, just 
in case I was playing 
and needed to help 
someone who was in 
cardiac arrest.” 

Says Daniel Burgess, 
USTA LI Region 
President, "Having 
people available who 
are certified to do CPR 
and know how to use 
an AED can save lives. 
The LI Region can 
help you to coordinate 
CPR/AED training 
programs. Just email 
ustaonlongisland@gm
ail.com with the name 
of your organization, 
your email address, 
the number of people 
you want to train and a 
selection of dates, and 
we will work with you 
to set up a training 
class." 
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Six LI teens participated 
this summer in the highly 
selective Camp Eastern, a 
five-day, four-night 
sleepaway tennis, education 
and cultural camp hosted by 
New York Junior Tennis & 
Learning (NYJTL) and the 
USTA Eastern Section. 

Representing Long Island 
were Jade Ann Rowe, Puja 
Sengupta, Ashley Yu, Ana 
Maria Hernandez, Liam 
Schmidt and Nicole Rezak.  

These six 
were 
chosen 
by USTA 
LI Re-
gion 
Presi-

dent Daniel Burgess for 
their academic and athletic 
achievements and commit-
ment to tennis. 

A total of 36 student ath-
letes, entering grades 10 or 
11, from each of the six 
USTA Eastern regions (Long 
Island, Western, Northern, 
Southern NY, Metro and 
New Jersey), are chosen 
annually by their regional 
presidents to take part in 
this special program. The 
students lived at Pace Uni-
versity and participated in 
tennis drills and match-
play, off-court training, edu-
cational workshops and cul-
tural activities.  They even 
had the opportunity to meet 
Mayor DeBlasio. Food and 

housing were awarded as 
part of a scholarship grant-
ed by USTA Eastern. 

To read personal essays 
about the experiences of 
several of the local students, 
please visit 
www.longisland.usta.com 
and click on News. For in-
formation on participating 
in Camp Eastern next sum-
mer, please email ustaon-
longisland@ gmail.com. 

http://www.eastern.usta.com/news/2015_eastern_junior_awards_gala/


LI kids who love tennis had 
ample opportunities to play 
this summer thanks to 
several LI-Region-sponsored 
programs across the Island 
including the annual USTA 
LI Kids’ Day, which this year 
expanded to two separate 
events. 

Kids Days  Several hundred 
children enjoyed Kids Day 
events in Nassau and in 
Suffolk. The LI Region, along 
with the Inwood Country 
Club and Inwood Charities 
Fund, Inc., hosted Nassau 
Kids’ Day at the Inwood 
Country Club, while Suffolk 
Kids Day was co-hosted by 

and took place at World Gym 
Setauket. These free days of 
tennis learning, games, 
contests, food and fun 
introduced newcomers to 
tennis via the USTA 10-and-
under tennis. Those with 
experience played matches 
with their peers. 

In addition to many 
individuals/families who 
came out to enjoy tennis and 
lunch, the following groups 
joined the fun at these two 
events: Lawrence Woodmere 
Academy, JCC of the Five 
Towns, Alliance Junior 
Tennis Camp, AMC Child 
Care, Long Island Tennis & 
Learning Services, Hicksville 
Community Tennis 
Association, Sportime 
Lynbrook, Three Village 

Tennis and Central Islip 
Tennis.  Assemblyman 
Todd Kaminsky (Long 
Beach) attended Nassau 
Kids Day. 

Tennis in the Parks 
Nassau County youngsters 
enjoyed a free morning of 
tennis instruction and fun 
during the 8th Annual 
QuickStart Tennis in the 
Parks Day which took place 
at seven locations: Cow 
Meadow Park  (Freeport), 
Eisenhower Park (East 
Meadow), Nickerson Beach 
Park (Lido Beach), Rev. 
Arthur Mackey 
Park  (Roosevelt), Wantagh 

Park, North Woodmere 
Park and Cantiague Park 
(Hicksville). This event was 
sponsored by the Nassau 
County Department of 
Parks, Recreation &  
Museums along with the 
USTA, USTA Eastern 
Section, USTA LI Region 
and the USPTA (United 
States Professional Tennis 
Association).    

Hempstead Town 
Summer Rec USTA LI 
Region pros brought tennis 
fun to Newbridge Rd. Park 
in Bellmore at the Town of 
Hempstead Department of 
Parks & Rec's Summer 
Recreation Showcase. Kids' 
tennis clinics were 
provided throughout the 
afternoon to the delight of 
the participants and their 
parents. 

Circulo de la 
Hispanided  More than 
80 children from Long 
Beach and Hempstead 
picked up tennis racquets 
this summer – most for the 
first time – during a 
program run by community 
organization Circulo de la 
Hispanidad and supported 

by a 

USTA LI grant. With the 
help of a USTA tennis pro, 
Circulo was able to run a 
six-week, two-days-a-week 
tennis program. Equipment 
was supplied by the LI 
Region and the LI Chapter 
of Kids Serving Kids Long 
Island, which collects new 
and gently used tennis 
equipment for needy 
children.   

 

 

Head to National Championships 
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Seeking  
Young Talent 
 

The USTA Eastern 
Section is seeking a 
few talented young 
players to help launch 
its Early Development 
Camp (EDC) at Spor-
time Kings Park in 
October. 
 
A new USTA Player 
Development initia-
tive, the EDC will fo-
cus on intensive half-
day Orange Ball train-
ing for 7-to-9-year 
olds.  Orange ball ten-
nis helps young player 
learn in a smaller set-
ting that mimics larg-
er/older players on a 
full-size court.  One of 
the most critical stag-
es of training,  the 
Section encourages 
youngsters to train in 
orange ball tennis for 
as long as possible.  
 
The camps will focus 
on groundstrokes, 
serve and return, tran-
sition and net game, 
and the all-court 
game. Each session 
includes four hours of 
training and competi-
tion focused on athlet-
ic, technical and tacti-
cal skill development 
and competition, plus 
a parent-information 
session.  
 
Coaches with players 
to recommend should 
forward the following 
ASAP to Julie Bliss-
Beal (bliss 
@eastern.usta.com):  
Player Name, USTA 
membership #, birth 
date, email, phone, 
parent/guardian’s 
name.  Camps will be 
limited to 12 players.  

Kids Enjoy Summer Tennis Fun 

http://www.inwoodcc.org/
http://www.inwoodcc.org/
http://www.worldgymsetauket.com/
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http://www.kidsservingkids.com/Long_Island_NY_Chapter.html
http://www.kidsservingkids.com/Long_Island_NY_Chapter.html
mailto:bliss@eastern.usta.com
mailto:bliss@eastern.usta.com


USTA League Teams Are Off to Nationals 
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The LI Region will be well 
represented at the USTA 
League National Champi-
onships this fall, with 
10 local teams winning 
Eastern Sectional titles and 
advancing to the next level.  
Congratulations to the fol-
lowing Eastern Sectional 
Champions: 
 

18 and Over 
3.5 Men Sportime Lyn-
brook, Captains Miguel 
Gordon & Gabe Moreira 

 
4.5 Men Long Beach Ten-
nis Center, Captains Naeem 
Siddiqui & Andrew 
Camacho 

5.0 Men Robbie Wagner, 
Captain Gregory Lumpkin 

 

 
 

40 and Over 
3.0 Men World Gym, Cap-
tain Phil Monticciolo 
 

 
3.5 Women Carefree Rac-
quet Club, Captain Mara 
Mazza 

 
 
4.5 Women Carefree Rac-
quet Club, Captains Donna 
Ryan and Sally Disabato 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

55 and Over  
6.0 Women Eastern Ath-
letic Blue Point, Captain 
Kathy Sarli 
 

7.0 Women Point Set, 
Captain Ann McGrath 

 
Mixed Doubles 
8.0  Long Beach Tennis 
Center, Captains Andrew 
Camacho & Brian Connor  

 
6.0 Christopher Morley 
Tennis, Center Captain 
Darlene Sotomayor 

 
The following teams were 
Eastern Sectional Finalists:  
18 plus 2.5 Women: Care-
free Racquet Club, Captain 
Paula Byrne  
 
18 plus 3.0 Men: Eastern 
Athletic Club, Captain Bill 
McManus 
 
18 plus 5.0 Women: Spor-
time Syosset, Captain Tina 
Stellato Villegas 
 
18 plus 4.0 Men: Long 
Beach Tennis Center, Cap-
tain Brian Vincent Connor 
 
40 plus 4.5 Men, Christo-
pher Morley Tennis Center, 
Captain Jonathan Klee 
 
9.0 Mixed, Hempstead 
Lake Indoor Tennis, Cap-
tains Roslyn Chua-
Mcalonie and Marvin Jef-
frey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Like us on Facebook:  
USTA Long Island 

We are committed to the promotion and growth of tennis, the "lifetime 

sport," for people of all ages and abilities to play and enjoy the game. 

Through the efforts of volunteers, USTA staff and strategic partners, we 

are dedicated to the highest standards of integrity, honesty and ethics in 

developing tennis programs in local communities throughout Long Is-

land. Our mission will be served by having our youth, our adults and 

corporate partners enjoy the "sport for a lifetime."  

USTA Eastern Long Island 

 

 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.longisland.usta.com 
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Founded by Daniel Burgess. 

To subscribe to On the Ball: News from 

LI, please send your email address to:  

ustaonlongisland@gmail.com 

Congratula-
tions and best 
of luck to Jona-
than Klee and 
David Brent 
who recently 
became the 

owners of Nassau Indoor Ten-
nis in Inwood.  Tennis players in 
the Five Towns can rest easy 
knowing that the club’s four 
courts will continue in good 
hands…  One of the many bene-
fits of USTA organizational 
membership is access to grants 
and other funding for programs 
that promote and develop tennis 
participation. Ll Regional 
Grants are allocated in the 
range of $300 to $1,000, with 
special consideration given to 
those seeking to expand pro-
gramming to: Special & Minority 
Populations, Parks & Rec, Com-
munity Tennis Associations, 
Schools/After School, Wheel-
chair & Senior Tennis. Grant 

money is available to those who 
will support and participate in 
the Region’s mission to promote 
and develop the growth of tennis 
on LI.  For information please 
visit www.longisland.usta.com 
and click on “Grant Application” 
or email ustaonlongis-
land@gmail.com… The Girls’ 
HS Tennis Season is under-
way. Visit longisland.usta.com 
often to see how your favorite 
teams and players are doing. The 
New York State Tournament 
takes place at the end of Octo-
ber…  Many of us enjoyed the US 
OPEN recently, thanks to the 
help of dedicated vol-
unteers who give their 
all every day of the 
event to make sure 
things are running 
smoothly. Congratula-
tions and many thanks 
to longtime volunteers 
Sunny and Eddie Fish-
kind, who have been 

volunteering at the Open for the 
past 18 years. They are pictured 
here with fellow volunteer Mat-
thew Wilkins (center)… USTA 
Long Island Region loves helping 
at Fairs and Festivals! Tennis 
pros and other volunteers had a 
great time teaching tennis to and 
meeting children at several street 
fairs and festivals around town. 
Want to see pictures from the 
Merrick Festival, Bellmore Fami-
ly Street Fair or Lido Beach Fam-
ily Festival by the Sea? Just visit 
www.longisland.usta.com and 
click on Photos… Have a  tennis 
story you want to share? The 

next issue of “On 
the Ball: News 
from LI” will be 
published in De-
cember. Please 
forward your sto-
ry ideas to 
ustaonlongis-
land@gmail.com 
by November 1st. 

Around the Region... 


