
community tennis associations, day 

camps and other groups for a free 
day of tennis fun and learning. Many 

of the children signed up for new 10

-and-under USTA memberships, 

which are free for one year. 

In addition to USTA 10-and-under 
lessons for newcomers to the 

sport, Rally Day provided games for 

older players, lunch, prizes, t-shirts 
and the highlight of the day - 

instruction from Ms. Rubin!  

“Unless someone was there, it is 

hard to feel the energy and joy of 
all who volunteered at Rally Day,” 

said Terry Fontana, USTA Eastern 

Long Island Rally Day Chair, who 
coordinated the event.  “So many 

new people who stopped by were 

really impressed with all that the 

Long Island Region has to offer for 
junior tennis players. Thanks to 

everyone who volunteered and 

special thanks to the Malverne 
School District for being such 

gracious hosts.” 

Chanda Rubin and Terry Fontana 

 

The USTA Eastern Long Island 

Region aced its annual Kids’ Rally 
Day this year, with local juniors 

having fun while getting lessons 

from former World #6 tennis pro 

Chanda Rubin. 

More than 250 children came to 
Malverne High School for the day, 

which benefitted the USTA National 

Junior Tennis & Learning (NJTL) 
Program. This nationwide group of 

more than 600 non-profit youth 
development organizations 

provides free or low cost tennis, 
education and life skills 

programming to more than 

250,000 children each year.  

Participants came from across 

Long Island representing 
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World Champ Chanda Rubin offered lessons and encouragement. 

 

Rally day participants came from:  

Alliance Jr. Tennis Camp, Roose-

velt 

Wee Friends Camp, Wantagh 

Hicksville CTA 

Malverne CTA  

Long Island Tennis & Learning 

Services, Freeport 

Malverne HS Tennis Team 

Freeport HS Tennis Team  

Garden City 

Village of Rockville Centre 

West Hempstead 

Merrick/North Merrick 

Queens Center for Progress 

Lynbrook 

Baldwin Tennis Club  

Hempstead Village 



 

Teenaged members of Glen Cove 

C.A.R.E.S. (Cancer Awareness 

Education Resource) 

recently held a tennis 

tournament to raise 

money towards the 

group’s mission: to 

increase awareness of 

cancer through education 

and provide services and 

support for patients, survivors and 

family members dealing with 

cancer. Students Kelly Basdavanos, 

Michael Ethan Rovner, Carly 

Rovner, Sydney Menzin and 

Christina Nardine 

coordinated the tennis 

event. Prior to the 

fundraiser, the U.S. Tennis 

Association provided a free 

tennis clinic – conducted by 

pros from the Robbie 

Wagner Tournament 

Training Center — for those 

interested in honing their skills. 

For more information about Glen 

Cove C.A.R.E.S. or to donate, please 

visit www.glencovecares.org. 

Glen Cove Mayor Ralph Suozzi 

congratulates the teen members 

of Glen Cove C.A.R.E.S. 

 ” 

Glen Cove Teens Raise $$ for Cancer Education 

 

Region Spotlight: Jill Fonte 

section’s outstanding staff and 

volunteers to grow the game.” 

Prior to Eastern, Fonte spent 12 years 

as an executive coach, consultant and 

speaker, providing leadership training 

to corporations with an emphasis on 

selling and 

customer 

service, 

strategic 

planning 

and 

executive 

presence. 

She also 

headed the United States 

Racquet Stringers 

Association (USRSA), a trade 

organization that provides 

education and certification 

to racquet technicians 

across the country. Within 

the USTA, Fonte was Chair of 

the Tennis Innovation 

Committee and a member of 

the National Strategic Planning and 

Budget & Finance Committees.   

“We are excited to welcome Jill to her 

new role in the Eastern Section and 

welcome the opportunity to work with 

her to strengthen and expand tennis in 

our Region,” says Daniel Burgess, 

president, USTA Eastern Long Island. 

“Increasing participation is a critical 

objective. We look forward to 

collaborating with Jill and all of our 

wonderful volunteers and supporters in 

Nassau and Suffolk Counties to continue 

to grow tennis throughout the Region.” 

Jill Fonte, the USTA Eastern Section’s 

new Executive Director, has a key goal: 

“Let’s get more people on the courts!” 

Fonte, who joined the Section in June 

as Executive Director, has been 

charged with helping Eastern as it 

places a new emphasis on growing 

tennis participation among players of 

all ages and abilities.  

“Tennis has been a cornerstone of my 

life -- playing, teaching and 

volunteering,” Fonte says, explaining 

that she was President of the Middle 

States Section Board of Directors 

prior to coming to Eastern. “I am very 

excited to lead Eastern through this 

transition,” she says. 

“The new charge from 

the Board – to 

increase tennis 

participation – is a 

tremendous 

opportunity, and will 

open up new and 

creative ways for the 

The LI 

Region 

welcomes 

Jill Fonte, 

the new 

Executive 

Director, 

USTA 

Eastern 

Section 
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The non-profit Baldwin 

Tennis  Club, a new USTA Eastern 

Long Island member 

organization, has been offering 

low-cost kids’ lessons all 

summer. The Club recently held 

its first-ever Kid’s PLAY DAY at 

Baldwin High School.  More than 

35 children had a great day 

learning tennis and having fun. 

Run by Bill Haab and Margaret 

Bernstein,  the Club has been a 

positive addition to the local 

community. For more 

information on the club and its 

activities and events, please 

email 

baldwintennisclub@hotmail.com. 

The LI Region congratulates the 

Baldwin Tennis Club on its 

successful inaugural season and 

looks forward to working with 

the group in the months and 

years ahead. 

choice of three possible dates when 

you’d like to run the class.  

Merrick-based Forever 9 

(www.robbielevinefoundation.org),     

auspices of Forever 9/The Robbie 

Levine Foundation, training classes in 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the 

use of automated external defibrilla-

tors help save lives! Each three-hour 

class provides instruction in these 

lifesaving techniques and every partic-

ipant will complete the class with a 

two-year certification in CPR. Member 

orgs such as Long Beach Tennis Cen-

ter, Rockville Racquet and others are 

is sometimes hard. The LI Region can 

help publicize your events in local 

newspapers/online news sources, our 

web site, facebook, newsletter, etc. 

Just forward the details of your event 

to ustaonlongisland@gmail.com and 

we’ll do the rest. We also love photo-

graphs after your events. Email your 

pictures to us with a brief description 

of the event and we’ll help make you 

and your members famous. 

New Member Org Plays in Baldwin 

New Region Services Include AED Training and PR 

recognizing the importance of these 

skills and running the classes at their 

facilities for their members and staff.  

To sign up for a CPR/AED training 

class, simply email ustaonlongisland@  

gmail.com with your name, facility 

name, address, phone, email, approxi-

mate number of participants, pre-

ferred  time of day for class and a   

works to raise awareness of the need 

for AEDs on sports fields and also 

raises money to place AEDs every-

where that children participate in 

athletics. 

Event Publicity: For organizations 

running events and activities for their 

members and the community, getting 

the word out to potential participants 

Did you know that as a Long Island 

Region member org you are entitled to 

several services offered though your 

volunteer Board of Directors?  In 

addition to the many events and activi-

ties the Region coordinates each year, 

Long Island’s board is pleased to offer 

the following services for member 

organizations: 

AED/CPR Training: Offered under the 

 

 

To subscribe to 
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Email us at: 
ustaonlongisland@gmail.com 
Like us on Facebook:  
USTA Long Island 

We are committed to the promotion and growth of tennis, 

the "lifetime sport," for people of all ages and abilities to 

play and enjoy the game. Through the efforts of volun-

teers, USTA staff and strategic partners, we are dedicated 

to the highest standards of integrity, honesty and ethics in 

developing tennis programs in local communities 

throughout Long Island. Our mission will be served by 

having our youth, our adults and corporate partners en-

joy the "sport for a lifetime".  

USTA Eastern Long Island 

several Nassau County parks this 

summer. Tennis in the Parks 

brought tennis pros and children 

to Eisenhower Park, Christopher 

Morley Park, Cantiague Park, Cow 

Meadow Park, Nickerson Beach 

Park, Centennial Park, North 

Woodmere Park and Wantagh Park 

for a day of fun and tennis 

lessons.  The USTA’s 10-and-under 

tennis format  

(www.10andundertennis.com ) 

uses smaller rackets, lighter balls 

and shorter courts to make 

Kids 10 and under enjoyed free 

tennis lessons provide by the U.S. 

Tennis Association Eastern Long 

Island Region and the U.S. 

Professional Tennis Association at 

learning tennis easier for younger 

children.    

  

 

 

Photos:  

Left: Members of Long Island Tennis 

& Learning Services Summer Camp 

enjoy Parks Day. 

Right: Participants are joined by 

Tasheanna Stewart (l.) & Rebekah 

Chin, Cow Meadow Park assistants. 

Nassau County Plays Tennis in the Parks  

 

Visit us on the web at: 
www.longisland.usta.com 
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