
PAL children and their counterparts from the 

Merrick PAL tennis program participated in a 

USTA 10-and-under Junior Team Tennis league 

at Carefree Racquet Club. The two teams met 

for several weeks of interleague competition. 

PAL programs in Nassau County tend to be 

organized by community, with each town or 

village PAL managing several sports. In 

Suffolk County, PAL programs are organized 

by sport. Tennis is coordinated by Dave 

Brenner, who runs PAL tennis programs from 

Melville to Westhampton Beach in five indoor 

clubs – Eastern Athletic in Melville, Dix Hills 

and Blue Point, Sportime Kings Park and 

Westhampton Beach Tennis & Sport -- 

encompassing about a dozen school districts. 

He estimates that up to 750 kids participate in 

the programs each year. 

Our programs are “a great introduction to 

tennis, and kids can find out if they like it 

without a big investment,” Brenner says, 

adding that many of the kids continue on to 

smaller group lessons or team tennis. 

He adds he is excited to be launching a new 

program later this month focusing on special 

communities. Suffolk County’s first-ever 

Special Needs Tennis Open House will take 

place on June 22nd at Eastern Athletic Club in 

Blue Point. “It’s designed for students ages 8

-18 with developmental challenges. They’ll be 

able to experience tennis in a safe  

environment with USPTR certified 

instructors and modified equipment.” 

Says Junior Pro Ross Binder, 17, who helps in 

Freeport, “It’s rewarding to see the kids 

learn how to hit the ball. At the start of the 

session they don’t know what to do with the 

racquet and they can’t get anywhere near 

the ball, but by the end they’re playing short 

matches and having fun playing tennis with 

each other.” 

  

  

  

  

 

Nearly 80 children ages 10 and under arrive 

at Northeast Park in Freeport on Saturdays at 

3pm, sneakers on their feet and racquets in 

hand. They line up on several smaller-sized, 

USTA 10-and-under courts set up within the 

park’s adult courts and wait for instruction. 

These children make up the new Freeport 

Police Activity League (PAL) tennis program, 

created to introduce youngsters to the  sport. 

“I started the tennis program when I joined 

PAL a year ago,” says Bobby Ford, director of 

Freeport PAL and a Village of Freeport  police 

officer. “Tennis builds character and gives 

kids another perspective on sports. It’s a 

great way for them to learn about structure 

and discipline. 

“Tennis helps them forget their other 

challenges in life and have fun,” Ford says.  

The PAL tennis season runs for eight weeks 

per session -- fall and spring at Northeast 

Park and winter at Hempstead Lake Indoor 

Tennis – all run by USTA Long Island pros.  

This spring, for the first time, the Freeport 
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HS Boys Compete At States 

The 2013 boys high school season is now 
complete, with great success achieved by 

many of the boys.  

 

At the Nassau County Championships, Vihar 

Shah of Herricks was boys singles champ, 

while in  doubles, Cold Spring Harbor’s 

Jonathan 

Paris & 
Connor 

Mullins won 

the doubles 

title.    

 

Top Nassau 

singles 

finishers 

were Conor Dauer of Cold Spring Harbor (2) 
and Doug Notaris of Wantagh (3), and in 

doubles, Addison Berniker & Henry Tell of 

Syosset (2) and Yuval Solomon & Josh Young 

of Plainview (3). 

 

Half Hollow Hills East boys dominated the 

Suffolk championships, with Zain Ali taking 

first place in singles and the school’s doubles 
teams coming in first, second and third place. 

Team members were: Kyle Alper and Jeff 

Cherkin (1), Travis Leaf and Ross Reiffman (2) 

and Michael Leffler and Roger Cheng (3). 

Cooper Lacetera of Westhampton won 2nd 

place in singles and Sayville’s Tyler Hoffman 

took third. 

 

At States, 
played at the 

National 

Tennis 

Center in 

Flushing, Zain 

Ali defeated 

Vihar Shah 

and wound up 
taking 3rd place in singles. Conor Mullins and 

Jonathan Paris took fourth place in doubles 

with a win over Jeff Cherkin and Kyle Alper. 

 

In team competition, Half Hollow Hills East 

(Suffolk) defeated Cold Spring Harbor 

(Nassau) 4-3 to become Long Island 

champions for 2013. 
 

Coming Soon 

 

The LI Region will be hosting or 

participating in the following events. 

Visit  www.longisland.usta.com for 

more information. 

 

June 22:  “Tennis for Special Play-

ers”, Suffolk County PAL event 

June 28:  Baldwin Tennis Club Com-

munity Play Day at Baldwin High 

School 

July 27:  Rally for Hope at Eastern 

Athletic Club Blue Point 

July 28-Aug. 1:  CAMP Eastern pre-

sented by New York Junior Tennis & 

Learning @ Columbia University 



 

Four long months after 

Superstorm Sandy 

wreaked havoc on much 

of Long Island, Point Set 

Racquet Club reopened 

amid great fanfare and fun. The club, in 

Oceanside, held an open house to celebrate 

its rebirth.  

"Sandy did quite a number on us, but after 

the construction was finally finished, it was 

time to celebrate," says Tonny 

Vandepieterman, Director of Tennis, adding 

that the event gave community members a 

chance to see the club’s brand-new facility 

for themselves.   

"We organized different tennis activities on 

each of our 

seven  brand-new  

‘US-Open style’ 

tennis courts. We 

served light 

refreshments and 

held a raffle," Vandepieterman says. "We 

feel very blessed that our ownership showed 

tremendous commitment getting our club up 

and running as soon as possible as well as 

making the investment to upgrade the club 

to a state-of-the-art modern facility. 

Managing partner Marc Kemp and Club 

Manager Lori Pujol spent countless hours 

making sure Point Set Tennis will be better 

than ever." 

Ms. Pujol recently was recognized as Club 

Manager of the Year by the USTA Long Island 

Region. Point Set offers a complete range of 

programs for juniors and adults including 10

-and-under tennis, Junior Team Tennis, 

tournament training, adult USTA leagues and 

Multiple Sclerosis/Wheelchair Tennis. 

 

New in 2013 was Vandepieterman’s USTA 

Rookie Team, affectionately known as the 

Bad News Bears, which played its first 

official match in May. The team, two years in 

the making, brings together 10 women, ages 

40-45, none of whom had ever played tennis 

before. The ladies began in a learn-and-play 

clinic and moved on to more serious drills 

and an occasional private lesson.   

After learning the basics and practicing 

together, the ladies finally got to their first 

real match against Carefree.  While the Point 

Set team didn’t win —and had their baseball- 

movie moments of the “Bad News Bears” on 

court -- they still got together and bought 

matching hot pink tennis skirts for their 

second match and are enjoying playing 

together and getting stronger on the court, 

Vandepieterman says. 

Member Org Profile: Point Set Racquet Club 2013 Kids’ 
Rally Day 
Coming 

The Long Island Region’s 

2013 Kids’ Rally Day is 

being planned for this 

summer.  

The annual National 

Junior Tennis & Learning 

(NJTL) event provides a 

day of tennis lessons and 

fun for children of all 

ages. Kids will enjoy 

games, prizes, a pizza 

lunch and cold drinks and 

will get a t shirt. 

Last year’s event, 

featuring World Pro 

Chanda Rubin, was a huge 

hit amongst the 

attendees, who came from 

across Long Island.  

Please check 

www.longisland.usta.com 

or Facebook: USTA Long 

Island for information on 

the date and location of 

this event. 
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Special Olympians  

The USTA Long Island Region board donated “I Love LI” uniform t-shirts to two local Special Olympics tennis teams coached by Ken 

Walker and Bob Milanese. The teams operate out of the Bethpage Park Tennis Center and on the East End of Long Island.  Coaches 

Walker and Milanese have donated thousands of hours to help these special 

athletes enjoy tennis. To learn more about Special Olympics tennis or to volun-

teer, donate or support this program please contact Special Olympics New 

York, LI Region Office, 819 Grand Blvd., Suite 3, Deer Park, NY 11729, phone (631) 

254-1465. The East End of Long Island team is looking for a home court. If you 

have any ideas or suggestions, please email ustaonlongisland@gmail.com. 

Rookie Coach Leads Team to Victory 

 

First-year coach Daniel Burgess, Jr., and the Wantagh High School Boys’ Varsity tennis 

team, were honored at the school’s awards dinner for their achievements during the 

2013 season. Coming off a losing season in 2012, Coach Burgess led the Wantagh boys 

to the Nassau County Conference III Championship, going 12-1 for the season. 



The 7.0 women’s team from Lynbrook, 

representing the LI Region and USTA 

Eastern Section, captured the 

national title at the USTA League 

Super Senior National Championships 

held at the Surprise Tennis and 

Racquet Complex in Surprise, 

Arizona. 

Hard work and dedication paid off 

for the team, who finished third at 

Nationals last year. 

The Lynbrook team defeated a team 

from Honolulu 2-1 in the Championship 

match. Earlier in the day, they 

defeated a Virginia Beach team in the 

semifinals by a score of 2-1.  

Captained by Cathy Caldwell, the team 

includes Karen Guendjoian, Dale 

Conway, Nancy Johnson, Patricia Daly, 

Rose Staselis, Karen Rennus, Mary 

Cecil, Leslie Wecksler, Catherine 

Merrick, Diane Pellechia and Evelyn 

Morales. The ladies play at Sportime 

Lynbrook and are coached by Tina 

Buschi. 

 This year’s 7.0 Super Senior National 

Championship drew the top 34 teams, 

with 17 men’s and 17 women’s teams 

from across the U.S. 

 USTA League is in its 33rd 

year.  USTA League has grown from 

13,000 participants in its first year 

to over 820,000 players across 

the nation today, making it the 

world’s largest recreational tennis 

league. 

League play is held throughout the 

year on Long Island. For more 

information on USTA Leagues please 

visit www.longisland.usta.com. To sign 

up for a League near you, please 

email kathym65@aol.com. 

Lynbrook Ladies Crowned National Champs 

Around the Region... 
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Schoolwork 

Comes to Life  

A 5th grader at Rockville 

Centre’s Covert  Elementary 

School saw her classwork 

come to life when Hall of Famer 

Bob Ryland came to the school 

to speak to “biographer” Katie 

Ernst and her classmates.  

The students were given the 

assignment of researching an 

athlete who transcended their 

sport.  

Katie, a tennis player who 

trains at Rockville Racquet 

Club, chose Ryland, who 50 

years ago became the first 

African American to play pro-

fessional tennis.  She re-

searched Mr. Ryland’s life and 

created a presentation for her 

class. With the help of her 

teacher Ms. Melanie Rubin, Mr. 

Ryland visited the school and 

met with Katie and her friends. 

Ryland became one of the 

world’s best tennis players 

despite segregation in the U.S. 
He was prohibited from com-

peting in the major tourna-

ments until the final years of 

his career. Now in his 90s, 

Ryland can still be seen at 

courts in New York City, always 
giving tips and encouragement 

to neighborhood players.  

LI Region pros gave lessons this Spring to 

children participating in community activities. 

These events include the 8th Annual Robbie’s 

Run in Merrick and the Girl Scouts of Nassau 

County Girls Go the Distance Walkathon and 

Activity Fair at the Old Bethpage Village 

Restoration. The Robbie’s Run raises money 

to put Automated External Defibrillators 

(AED) everywhere that kids play sports…  The 

Hicksville Commu-

nity Tennis Associ-

ation has been 

holding lessons and 

programs at area 

schools. In 

March, an 

all-day program introduced tennis 

to every class at the Holy Family 

School. The children enjoyed the 

day, which was coordinated by 

Steve Abbondondelo, Terry Fontana 

and Bill Mecca, USTA Tennis Service 

Representative for Long Island. The 

school’s athletic director and teachers 

helped on the courts…  Youngsters from the 

Brentwood and Bay Shore middle schools 

participated in a Youth Enrichment Services 

(YES) USTA Community Tennis Association 

program.  For over four years, YES has 

offered tennis lessons to  underserved youth 

in West Islip, 

Brentwood, Bay 

Shore and Central 

Islip. Its mission is 

to provide youth 

and their families 

with a safe and 

healthy environ-

ment; tennis is 

used as a 

way to 

accomplish 

that mis-

sion.  The 

tennis 

training is 

provided by 

Joe Arias, president of the Suffolk County 

Tennis and Education Foundation (SCTEF), and 

takes place in parking lots and cafeterias 

with modified racquets and balls…  Congrat-

ulations to USTA LI Region Treasurer 

Craig Fligstein and his wife, Amy, on their 

new addition, baby Isabella.  All our best 

wishes! 



 

Like us on Facebook:  
USTA Long Island 

We are committed to the promotion and growth of tennis, the "lifetime 

sport," for people of all ages and abilities to play and enjoy the game. 

Through the efforts of volunteers, USTA staff and strategic partners, we 

are dedicated to the highest standards of integrity, honesty and ethics in 

developing tennis programs in local communities throughout Long Is-

land. Our mission will be served by having our youth, our adults and 

corporate partners enjoy the "sport for a lifetime."  

USTA Eastern Long Island 

 

 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.longisland.usta.com 

  

On The Ball: News From LI is published quarterly by the USTA Eastern Long 

Island Region. Written and produced by Jacki Binder. 

To subscribe to On the Ball: News from LI, 

please send your email address to:  

ustaonlongisland@gmail.com 

 

23rd Annual LI Region Awards Dinner 

Want to see more great pictures like these from the USTA 

Long Island Region’s 23rd Annual Awards Dinner? Just visit 

www.longisland.usta.com and click on the Photos link on the 

home page. You’ll see the award winner portraits, photos 

from the awards ceremony, candid shots and even photo 

booth photos! All photos can be enlarged and printed as 

keepsakes of this special night.


