
9th at the Crest Hollow Country 

Club. Look for your invitation in 

the mail and plan to join us for 

our Mexican Fiesta!  

We’re also asking for your 

awards season help —do you 

know anyone who deserves to 

be recognized for their efforts on 

or off the court?  We would like 

your suggestions for awardees 

for Innovative Tennis Program 

of the Year, Tennis Family of the 

Year, Community Service and 

Good Samaritan. Please email 

your suggestions to 

ustaonlongisland @gmail.com.  

Finally, you could be a winner! 

One lucky reader will receive  

an hour of court time just for 

reading. Send an email to 

ustaonlongisland@gmail. com, 

put “Newsletter Contest” in the 

subject line, and give us your 

name, email address and where 

you usually play.  Winner to be 

announced in the next issue of 

“On the Ball.” 

Welcome to the first edition of 

“On The Ball: News from L.I.” 

We’ve created this quarterly 

newsletter to improve 

communication among all of our 

members and member 

organizations and to celebrate 

your achievements both on and 

off the court.  

In each issue, we’ll  ask you to 

contribute news about what’s 

going on in your club, your 

school, your park or any other 

tennis court on which you may 

find yourself. 

SAVE THE DATE!!  Our 22nd 

Annual LI Awards Dinner is 

scheduled for Wednesday, May 

LI Launches Newsletter; Schedules Awards 
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Email your story  

ideas to: 

ustaonlongisland 

@gmail.com 
 

 

Clubs Collect Clothing 

Members of the Long Island 

Region are collecting new and 

gently used tennis clothing to 

help tennis players in need. 

Many clubs across Nassau and 

Suffolk Counties have set up 

drop-off locations, and their 

members are busy cleaning 

their closets of unwanted 

tennis wear. Clothing will be 

donated to tennis players from 

the Shinnecock Nation as well 

as those from the Community 

School in Westbury operated 

by United Way of Long Island.  

If you haven’t donated yet, or 

if you have any questions, 

please email 

ustaonlongisland@gmail.com 

or visit 

www.longisland.usta.com. 

WE NEED YOU! 

The L.I. Region needs 

volunteers to help run 

our many programs and 

activities throughout the 

year including: Rally Day, 

QuickStart, Tennis in the 

Parks, Tennis Fairs, com-

munity service projects, 

fundraisers and our 

awards dinner, among 

others. 

You don’t have to be a 

good tennis player to 

help. You don’t even 

have to play tennis!  

To find out more about 

volunteering, please 

email ustaonlongis-

land@gmail.com. 



Barry Kubit, Nassau boys’ tennis 

coordinator, offers his thoughts on 

the upcoming high school season 

for Conferences 1 and 2.  The first 

boys’ practice is scheduled for 

March 19.  

In Conference 1, look for four-time 

LI champ Cold Spring Harbor to be 

the favorite once again, as most of 

their starters are returning 

including County and State singles 

champ Josh Levine. Also in 

contention are 2011’s 10-2 Hewlett, 

led by # 1 singles player Dan 

Grinshteyn and most starters from 

last year’s team.    

Long Beach should be strong with 

Eric Rubin, Matt Barry and Ethan 

Bogard leading the way. Port 

Washington, at 8-4 last year, has 

great depth with singles stars Dan 

Lee and Ben Rosen and the 

doubles pair of Jared Alper and 

Sander Brenner.  

Traditionally strong Syosset should 

be back to compete again after 

losing last year's final to CSH. 

Herricks is again led by sensational 

Vihar Shah and Roslyn is led by 

Dustin Breitner.  North Shore and 

Manhasset are both moving up to 

Conference 1 this year and are 

loaded with young talent. 

Also highly competitive in 2012 

should be Conference 2, with 

Massapequa moving up after going 

undefeated in Conference 3 last 

year. Oceanside, which was 

undefeated in the regular season 

last year, should be strong.  Teams 

to watch include Lynbrook, 

Bellmore Kennedy, South Side, 

Garden City and 

Wheatley.  Farmingdale and 

Wantagh are led by two of Nassau's 

best in Brendan Henry and Doug 

Notaris, respectively. 

She plays in all leagues – singles, 

doubles, mixed doubles – and 

has won many tournaments in 

the past two years. Her biggest 

love match, however, was first 

partnering in business and then 

in life with LBTC owner Sid 

Siddiqui, whom she married in 

October 2011.  The couple have 

three children, ages 6, 10 and 13, 

all of whom play tennis. 

Ellen grew up 

playing her favorite 

sport and served as 

Captain of her high 

school tennis team. 

However, after high 

school she took a 

25-year break from 

the game, 

returning in 2009 when she 

joined LBTC.  

Currently the CFO of LBTC, Ellen 

is an accountant who has worked 

at a Garden City accounting firm 

for 20 years. Long Beach Tennis 

Center 

(www.longbeachtenniscenter.co

m) offers tennis for all ages and 

abilities from beginner through 

tournament level players. The 

club offers year round tennis on 

its fully air conditioned/heated 

enclosed courts.  

Boys High School Season Preview: Nassau 

www.curemommy.org 

Region Spotlight: Ellen Siddiqui 

moral support and educational 

information to any man, woman 

or child in need of assistance 

while suffering the burdens of 

this disease as well as other 

forms of cancer. 

 CMBC and LBTC offer 

introductory tennis lessons in a 

larger group setting to spark 

children’s interest in tennis; then 

LBTC offers smaller group lessons 

to grow their love for the 

sport.  LBTC also coordinates 

fundraisers and tennis carnivals 

to support CMBC. Ellen became 

involved with CMBC in 2003 and 

currently serves as its executive 

director. 

  

Under the guidance of co-owner 

Ellen J. Siddiqui, Long Beach 

Tennis Center (LBTC) has taken 

community support to the next 

level.  With Ellen’s support, LBTC 

has, since 2009, been providing 

low-cost tennis lessons for 

children while also raising money 

for Cure Mommy’s Breast 

Cancer. CMBC is a non-profit 

organization whose sole purpose 

is to provide 

financial assistance, 

“LBTC ... coordinates 

fundraisers and 

tennis carnivals to 

support CMBC.” 
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The 2012 USTA Eastern Long 

Island Competition Training 

Center (CTC) program is now 

underway, bringing together 

top juniors for competitive 

training opportunities that 

motivate and encourage all to 

develop to their highest 

competitive level. 

CTC helps young players 

develop competitive skills 

without worrying about 

rankings. The Centers are a 

training site for some of the 

best 10 -14 year-olds in their 

local areas. The CTC program, 

which supplements players’ 

training schedules and is not 

intended to replace any aspect 

of their regular training, each 

year assists about 2,000 players 

nationwide. Local training sites 

this year are Pointset, Robbie 

Wagner, World Gym, Deer Park 

Tennis & Fitness and Locust 

Valley. 

Participants are: Zachary Berlin, 

Kaitlyn Byrnes, Trinity Chow, 

Allison Cooney, Melissa 

Cooney, Morena DeVito, Ariana 

Fixon-Owoo, Jade Fixon-Owoo, 

Kerri Goldfuss, Ben Grossman, 

Jake Grossman, George Kaslow, 

Denise Lai, Eric Li, Madison Li, 

William McCreery, Daniel 

Meinster, Timothy Serignese, 

Sujay Sharma, Rebecca Suarez 

and Sohrob Yavari. 

 

Competition Training Centers Invite Local Juniors 

 

Region Fundraiser Supports Military Families 

The event raised money to 
provide rehabilitative and rec-
reational tennis programs for 
returning military veterans and 
their families.  Elementary 
school students in Freeport will 
be the first beneficiaries of the 
money raised when the LI Re-
gion provides a tennis clinic at 
their school in March. 

The USTA Eastern Long Island 
Region teamed up with United 
Way of Long Island to hold its 
first Corporate Tennis Chal-
lenge Fundraiser.  

The team from Carefree Rac-
quet Club of Merrick was the 
overall team winner, taking 
home the title of LI Corporate 
Tennis Champion at the event, 
which was hosted by the Port 
Washington Tennis Academy. 

Participants 
were: 

United Way of 
Long Island  

Malverne School 
District (two 

teams) 

Carefree 
Racquet Club  

Setauket Tennis 
& Fitness  

Steve Shapiro of 
Merrick 

HD Tennis 
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Would you like to receive 

every issue of “On the Ball: 

News from LI”?  

Send your email address  to 

ustaonlongisland@gmail.com. 

We’ll make sure you receive 

every issue as soon as it’s 

ready. 

An added bonus: one  lucky 

subscriber will win a free 

hour of court time! 



 

Email us at: 

ustaonlongisland@gmail.com 

 

Friend us on Facebook:  

USTA Long Island 

We are committed to the promotion and growth of tennis, the 

"lifetime sport," for people of all ages and abilities to play and 

enjoy the game. Through the efforts of volunteers, USTA staff, 

and strategic partners, we are dedicated to the highest stand-

ards of integrity, honesty and ethics in developing tennis pro-

grams in local communities throughout Long Island. Our mis-

sion will be served by having our youth, our adults and corpo-

rate partners enjoy the "sport for a lifetime".  

USTA Eastern  Long 
Island 

“love” in the form of 

a heart-shaped tennis 

ball, are only $5 each 

and make great gifts.  

Shirts are available in 

both children’s 

(youth large) and 

adult sizes (small, 

medium, large and 

extra large).  

The t-shirts can be purchased 

at all Region events and by 

emailing 

ustaonlongisland@gmail.com

.   

What better way to show 

your support for local tennis 

than to 

proudly wear a 

t-shirt that 

displays that 

love?    

The LI Region 

is now offering 

shirts that 

show the 

world you love Long Island 

tennis. The white shirts with 

bold yellow and black 

graphics and the message “I 

love LI Tennis,” with the 

Select LI clubs are selling the 

shirts as well. Just ask at the 

front desk of your club. 

I LOVE LI TENNIS SHIRTS AVAILABLE 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

www.longisland.usta.com 

  
On The Ball: News From LI is published quarterly by the USTA Eastern Long Island. 

Written and produced by Jacki Binder. 


