
How to Stage a Wheelchair Tennis Exhibition 
 
The organizers of the exhibition must accept the responsibility to insure the integrity of wheelchair 
tennis and its athletes.  This will ensure the success of the wheelchair tennis exhibition event. 
 
Your USTA sectional office should have a Wheelchair coordinator in place and can be of 
assistance and possibly connect you with a local USTA contact.  Contacts at the local parks 
department, local rehabilitation center, public schools, colleges, other established wheelchair 
programs, community tennis associations, can possibly offer assistance and should be notified 
about the event.   
 

1. A person(s) responsible for the wheelchair tennis event is identified.  This may be 
assigned from within an existing event or possibly being constructed as addition to an 
existing event.  This organizer should begin the communication process with the contacts 
listed earlier (above). 

2. Secure the accessible facility if this is not already in place.  Be sure the accessibility is 
complete (bathrooms, courts, club house, etc.) Establish a prime time slot for the 
exhibition to take place.  This can be done in conjunction with a social, opening ceremony 
or other.  If this is set up to solely as a wheelchair exhibition then be sure you are taking 
the right steps to market the event. 

3. If available, hire elite wheelchair athletes and negotiate a fair price for their time.  If 
finances are not available seek other arrangements and extras through sponsors such 
as; hotel accommodations (if the player(s) are coming from out of town), meals, gifts and 
possibly an event away from tennis that your community offers.  If financial arrangements 
are a necessity, then secure the funds through a sponsor for appearance fees, meals, 
travel and lodging if you are not budgeted for this. 

4. Setup other marketing opportunities that market the event such as; speaking 
engagements for the players, schools programs, media event, etc) 

5. Actually make the arrangements and confirm this with the athletes (meals, lodging and 
other needs) 

6. Ensure there is media coverage for the event(s).  Obtain bio(s) from the athlete(s) and 
write the press releases for the media. 

7. Ensure local travel to the event(s) is covered for the athletes.  This is travel that will need 
the capability of transporting the wheelchair players and equipment (sport chairs, etc). 

8. Ensure that the athletes are well taken care of, pre & post event.  If possible, assign a 
liaison strictly for player communication throughout the event. 

9. After the event(s) are complete, follow up with contacts to continue the awareness and 
establish wheelchair tennis programs in the community.  (Click on the “important links” 
section of the Wheelchair web-page) 

 
*Please note that it is always good to include an Up/Down play opportunity in conjunction with the 
exhibition.  The actual exhibition can be an Up/Down format as well.  Up/Down doubles is a 
wheelchair player and a able bodied player as a doubles team, playing against a team of the 
same.  Demonstrating integration is essential. 
 


