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Rationale: The Junior Competition and Sportsmanship Committee unanimously voted to 
submit this call item for approval by the Association. The proposed changes come as a 
result of an analysis by the Committee of the feedback received at a series of Listening 
Sessions and the LetUsKnow@usta.com email address from a variety of key stakeholders 
including parents, junior and collegiate coaches, players, tournament directors, the USTA 
Sections, and other tennis constituents. The Committee believes that the proposed changes 
address concerns that have been voiced, but at the same time remain consistent with the 
principles on which the previously-approved 2014 Junior Competitive Structure were based. 
While the feedback spoke to many different aspects of the 2014 structure, consistent 
themes emerged. The rationale below attempts to group the proposed changes by theme. 
 
Opportunities to Compete in National Tournaments 
Feedback overwhelmingly centered on the decrease in the number of draw spots available 
at tournaments on the National Junior Tournament Schedule. As approved last March, the 
schedule decreased the number of draw spots at national tournaments by between 38% and 
50%, depending on the age division. The goal was to drive play back to the Sections, create 
a Sectional → Regional → National structure that offered appropriate competition at all 
levels, open up time in the calendar for training and rest, have a system that required 
fewer school days missed and one that facilitated a broader economic group of players to 
develop through the structure. In response to the feedback, the following changes have 
been proposed: 
• Reinstate the USTA National Winter Championship with draws of 128 in each division. 
• At the USTA National Championships held during the summer (hards and clays), add a 
64-draw qualifier to the BG18/16 divisions. 
• Increase the draw size for the summer USTA National Championships (hards and clays) in 
the BG12 Divisions from 64 to 128. 
NOTE: Elimination of the USTA Regional Tournament segment concurrent with the USTA 
National Clay Court Championships has been proposed because of the concern over filing 
draws as a result of the Qualifier and the BG12 draw size increase. A 64-draw L3 warm up 
tournament to the August National replaces this tournament. 
• Replaced the October USTA National Sweet Sixteen that serviced 16 players in the 
BG16 and 14 Divisions with a USTA National Selection Tournament segment that will 
service 128 boys and girls in all divisions. 
• Added players from the BG12 Divisions to the Gold Ball National Team tournament, 
which under the proposal is moved from the Christmas/New Year’s date block to early 
March in the time frame previously occupied by the BG18 USTA Spring National 
Championships. This move makes room for the reinstated USTA Winter National 
Championships. 
• Increased the draw size for the BG16/14/12 Easter Bowl from 32 to 64. 
• Doubled the size of the USTA National Selection Tournament segment held over 
Thanksgiving from four draws of 32 to four draws of 64 in all divisions. 
 
The cumulative changes to the schedule represented in this proposal still reduce national 
draw spots, but the reduction is less - between 24% and 31% depending on the age division. 
The Committee does not believe the increases in national draw spots will adversely affect 
Sectional play and may enhance it, particularly by reinstating the USTA National Winter 
Championships that represent a significant opportunity for players to compete Sectionally 
for endorsement. Because all but a handful of draw spots in a USTA National Championship 
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continue to be accessed only through Sectional endorsement, the Committee believes the 
top players will compete in Section.  
The proposal also reduces the number of USTA Regional Tournament into which players 
are Sectionally endorsed from five to two, but the Committee believes the two quota-
based segments that remain will also drive play to the Sections. As with the original 
proposal, the emphasis on Sectional play will create a structure whereby players are able 
to get good competition close to home.  
 
The Committee also believes the additions to the calendar continue to give Sections 
flexibility in scheduling tournaments as well as offer players time to train and rest. At only 
one time during the year does the proposal add a date block. This is as a result of the move 
of the Gold Ball National Team Tournament from December to March. The Committee felt 
that because this includes only the top 32 players in each division, the impact to a 
Section’s ability to schedule a significant ranking tournament was not greatly affected.  
 
Additionally, the Committee has given Sections the flexibility to schedule one of its Level 
3s at any time of the year, as the proposal eliminates the requirement that one of these 
events be held in January. It is the Committee’s hope that this will be favored by Sections 
that have expressed concern over holding a significant ranking tournament in a month 
known for inclement weather or when it must be played indoors, and give those with a 
segmented calendar the ability to place it in the fall before the reinstated USTA National 
Winter Championships. 
 
Finally, the two decisions that most significantly increase draw opportunities come at a 
time when all players that attend traditional school are on a break - Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Especially during Christmas date block, the Committee views the reinstatement 
of the USTA Winter National Championships as a way to both provide meaningful national 
opportunities that drive Sectional play, but at a time where school attendance is not 
sacrificed. 
 
Exposure of BG18/16 Players to College Recruiting Opportunities 
Feedback also expressed a concern that while our competitive pathway includes collegiate 
varsity tennis and the charge of the Committee last term included the development of 
further American collegiate varsity players, the new structure lessened players’ 
opportunities to be seen by coaches at our premier events.  
 

While college coaches confirmed that the structure approved last March will create better 
competition at the newly-strengthened Sectional Championships in June and therefore an 
opportunity to recruit players, and they expressed interest in recruiting at the Regional 
events, with this call item the Committee is proposing to further broaden the college 
recruiting opportunities in several ways: 
 

• Create a 64-draw Qualifier for the summer USTA National Championships (hards and 
clays). 
• Reinstate the non-team USTA National Winter Championships. 
• Retain the Gold Ball National Team tournament, but move it to March. 
• Increase the draw sizes at the Thanksgiving USTA National Selection Tournaments. 
History has demonstrated that each of these date blocks is a time during which college 
coaches are able to attend national junior tournaments. At the summer Nationals in 
particular, the Qualifier is viewed as an additional pathway into a USTA National 
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Championship that requires earned advancement, and an opportunity for coaches to 
see the next-best players not already in the National play in what is expected 
to be more competitive matches. 
 
Wild Cards 
Our constituents believe that USTA National Championship wild cards are effectively USTA 
Player Development wild cards that are awarded primarily to players working with our 
national coaches. While the members of the Committee that have served on National 
Championship Wild Card Committees attest that this is not the case, the Committee is 
sensitive to this perception and has proposed the following: 
• Criteria used to select wild cards will be published as an FAC Comment in the USTA 
Regulations. 
• When wild cards for the USTA National Sweet Sixteen are selected by USTA Player 
Development, the same criteria shall be used. 
• A reduction in wild cards at the summer USTA National Championships has been 
proposed in the BG18 Divisions from 16 to 8. 
• In the BG16/14 Divisions Clays, the number has gone from 4 to 8, but because 16 USTA 
National Sweet Sixteen participants (which include 4 wild cards), are no longer 
automatically accepted, the number of non-quota acceptances has been reduced. 
This same criteria will be used when selecting wild cards for the USTA National Sweet 
Sixteen and the USTA National Spring Team Championships. 
  
Choice and How It Impacts Cost 
Feedback the Committee received included criticism of the schedule related to consumer 
choice and how that impacts the cost of tennis. Our constituents have argued that inherent 
in the decision to reduce choice, cost also will increase - fewer site and date block choices 
equates to fewer opportunities to choose the most economical schedule that impacts a 
family’s own school and work schedule the least.  
 
In response to these concerns, the Committee is proposing changes to increase choice: 
• The Memorial Day USTA Regional Tournament that provides one choice to players is being 
changed to a USTA National Selection Tournament that provides choice from among four 
sites. 
• The Columbus Day USTA National Sweet Sixteen that provides one choice to BG16/14 
players is being replaced with a USTA National Selection Tournament in all divisions that 
provides choice from among four sites. 
• The draw size of the Thanksgiving USTA National Selection Tournament is being increased 
from 4 draws of 32 to 4 draws of 64. 
• The Thanksgiving USTA Regional Tournament that provides one choice to players is being 
changed to an Open USTA Regional Tournament that provides choice from among four sites. 
None of these changes impacts efforts to drive play to the Sections, nor do they add date 
blocks to the calendar. The Committee believes that because the structure continues to 
drive play to the Sections and this remains the primary pathway to USTA National 
Championships, a player that chooses to or is unable to compete outside their Section will 
be given ample opportunities for competition and development. 
 
Aging Up 
Feedback has highlighted the significant reduction in the number of aging up tournaments 
that were approved for 2014, and the impact this will have on a player’s ability to make 
good decisions on when to begin playing in the next-older age division. The 2014 Schedule 
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reduced the number of date blocks on which age-up tournaments are held from eight to 
two. The elimination of the USTA National Winter Championships also exacerbated the 
issue because although a premier event, it has been one where 
players often are able to first access a National after aging up. Under the approved 2014 
changes, the responsibility for ensuring age-up opportunities lied primarily with the 
Sections. While the Committee continues to believe the Sections need to be mindful of 
incorporating age-up opportunities into their own structures, the Committee believes that: 
• reinstating the USTA National Winter Championships; and 
• the tournament changes listed under Choice and How It Impacts Cost, all of which 
incorporate age up opportunities, will also address these concerns. 


