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American men and women enjoyed a 
successful first half of 2016 on the 
USTA Pro Circuit, winning a number of 
titles, earning valuable ranking points and
gaining a wealth of match experience. 
The men were led by Stefan Kozlov and
Tommy Paul, who won two titles each,
while Katerina Stewart and Grace Min won
multiple women’s titles. Bjorn Fratangelo
and Taylor Townsend accumulated the
greatest number of ranking points at a 
series of three USTA Pro Circuit events to
win the men’s and women’s 2016 USTA Pro
Circuit Roland Garros Wild Card Challenge 
and earn a wild card entry into the French
Open singles main draw.

This year has also seen the USTA launch 
a Collegiate Series to help college players
gain pro experience. Meanwhile, the 
USTA Pro Circuit staff made preparations
to move later in the year from the USTA’s
national headquarters in White Plains, N.Y.,
to the USTA National Campus, the new,
year-round Home of American Tennis in 
Orlando, Fla. The move will give the 
Pro Circuit staff a ready-made opportunity to
work closely with USTA Player Development,
which will also be based on the 100-court
campus. In addition, the Pro Circuit plans
to begin staging several USTA Pro Circuit
events at the facility in 2017 after it opens
in January.

I N S I D E :
PRO CIRCUIT STAFF VISITS 
NEW HOME
The USTA Pro Circuit staff, which will 
be moving to the USTA National Campus
later this year, visited the new facility. 

BALL PERSON GETS HELP 
FROM WORLD NO. 1
A ball person at a Futures event enlisted
the help of Novak Djokovic to extend a
prom invitation.

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER PLAY 
IN SAME EVENT 
USTA Pro Circuit veteran Lindsay Lee-
Waters and her daughter, Sevyn Waters,
competed in the same USTA Pro Circuit.

YOUNG AMERICANS START 2016 ON RIGHT TRACK
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Pro Circuit Staff Visits New Home
Earlier this year, Danielle Gooding, Idelle Pierre-Louis, Louise Maher and Milagros Sequera Huss of the USTA Pro Circuit staff took 
time to visit the new Home of American Tennis—the USTA National Campus—which is under construction in Orlando, Fla. The 64-acre
facility will feature 100 courts (a mix of hard and clay) and will house the USTA’s Community Tennis and Player Development divisions.
The Pro Circuit staff will move into the Player Development building in December, and a public grand opening is scheduled for 
January 2, 2017. Up to 100,000 people are expected to make use of the facility in 2017.

Designed to focus and deliver on every step of the tennis pathway, the USTA National Campus will accommodate all types of tennis 
activities, often at the same time, from family outings to clinics, camps, leagues and tournaments—including youth tennis events for 
all ages, collegiate matches, national championships for players of every age up to 90 and over, and USTA Pro Circuit events. In addition,
the campus will offer a wide range of teaching, training and tennis management workshops. Never before has a tennis facility been 
built to provide such a diverse array of programming, activities and events, let alone on such a tremendous scale. 
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The USTA Pro Circuit, the largest developmental tennis circuit in
the world, kicked off its 36th season earlier this year by introduc-
ing a new logo. Incorporating two shades of blue and a tennis
ball, the logo is now being used at all USTA Pro Circuit events.

With approximately 90 tournaments hosted annually throughout
the country and prize money ranging from $10,000 to $100,000,
the USTA Pro Circuit is the pathway to the US Open and tour-
level competition for aspiring tennis players and a frequent 
battleground for established professionals. The USTA launched
its Pro Circuit in 1979 to provide players with the opportunity
to gain professional ranking points, and it has since grown to
become the largest developmental tennis circuit in the world,
offering nearly $3 million in prize money. Eugenie Bouchard,
Grigor Dimitrov, John Isner, Angelique Kerber, Madison Keys,
Andy Murray, Kei Nishikori, Milos Raonic and Caroline Wozniacki
are among today’s top players who began their career on the
USTA Pro Circuit.

New Staff Member
The USTA Pro Circuit staff welcomes
former Top 50 WTA touring profes-
sional Milagros Sequera Huss as 
a coordinator. Sequera Huss, a 
native of Venezuela, reached a 
career-high WTA singles ranking 
of No. 48 in the world in 2007.
During her professional career, 
she captured one WTA singles 
title and three doubles crowns. 
A former competitor on the 
USTA Pro Circuit, Sequera Huss
also represented Venezuela in 
Fed Cup and the Olympics. She is
married to former Wimbledon doubles champion Stephen Huss.

In other staff changes, Idelle Pierre-Louis has been promoted 
to Pro Circuit Manager, and Pro Circuit Coordinator Luke 
Rassow-Kantor left in May to accept a position with Octagon, 
a global sport, entertainment, lifestyle marketing and talent
representation agency.
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Tournament Directors Gain Valuable
Knowledge at Workshop
Tournament directors of $10K and $25K Pro Circuit events attended the 
USTA Pro Circuit Tournament Directors Workshop on May 13-15 at the 
Disney World Swan Hotel in Orlando, Fla. The workshop covered many topics,
which gave tournament directors excellent insight into running a successful
USTA Pro Circuit event. The topics included:

•  The Pro Circuit in the USTA Game Plan
•  Home of American Tennis
•  Update – USTA Billie Jean King NTC
•  Social Media
•  Fundraising Basics
•  “And Now a Word From 

Our Sponsors…”
•  Aligning with a Charity

Among the guest speakers were:
Stacey Allaster, Chief Executive, 
USTA Professional Tennis
Martin Blackman, General Manager, USTA Player Development
Tim Cass, General Manager, USTA National Campus
Anne Davis, National Manager, USTA Play Days
Brian Earley, Director, USTA Pro Circuit, US Open Referee
Bob Ingersole, USTA Pro Circuit Committee Chair
Rich McCarthy, Senior Director, USTA Partnership Marketing
Craig Morris, USTA General Manager, Community Tennis and Youth Tennis

One of the highlights of the workshop was an early evening guided walk to
Epcot Center and dinner at Canada Terrace.

New Tournaments
Added to Calendar
The USTA Pro Circuit is pleased to welcome
four new events to the 2016 calendar. In 
mid-January, the Saddlebrook USTA Pro 
Circuit Women’s 25K made its debut at 
the Saddlebrook Resort in Wesley 
Chapel, Fla. Unseeded Sofia Kenin of 
Pembroke Pines, Fla., captured the 
singles championship.

In late January, a new $50,000 USTA Pro 
Circuit women’s event combined with an 
existing men’s $50,000 USTA Pro Circuit 
Challenger in Hawaii to form The SportMaster
Tennis Championships of Maui. The dual
event was played on January 23-31 at 
The Royal Lahaina Resort in Lahaina. 
Americans dominated the inaugural 
women’s tournament in Maui as Christina
McHale won the singles title.

In early April, the Spell Restaurant Group
Men’s $25,000 Futures presented by 
KE Tennis Academy brought USTA Pro Circuit
men’s tennis to Memphis for the first time
since 1980. It is one of two USTA Pro Circuit
events held in Tennessee this year, joined 
by the $50,000 Challenger in Knoxville in 
November. The new men’s $25,000 Futures
event, which is under the direction of former
Tunica Challenger Tournament Director 
Keith Evans, took place on April 2–10 at 
KE Tennis @ Germantown Country Club in
Germantown, Tenn. Unseeded Denis S
hapovalov of Canada defeated second-
seeded American Tennys Sandgren 7-6 (4), 
7-6 (4) in the singles final. 

A new $50,000+H hard court men’s Challenger
will make its debut the week of September 12
in Cary, N.C.

In other USTA Pro Circuit changes, women’s
tournaments in Vancouver, Canada; Rock Hill,
S.C.; Palm Harbor, Fla.; Raleigh, N.C.; and
Charlotte, N.C.; as well as the Vancouver 
men’s event, are now off the calendar. 
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USTA Pro Circuit Launches Collegiate Series

2016 USTA PRO CIRCUIT COLLEGIATE SERIES CALENDAR 
Men’s Tournament

DATE LOCATION PRIZE $ DRAW SIZE SURFACE
June 6 Charlottesville, VA $25,000 32 MD, 64 Q Hard 
June 13 Winston-Salem, NC $25,000 32 MD, 64 Q Hard 
Sept. 19 Columbus, OH $50,000 32 MD, 32 Q Hard 
Oct. 17 Berkeley, CA $25,000 32 MD, 32 Q Hard 
Oct. 24 Burlingame, CA $25,000 32 MD, 32 Q Hard 
Nov. 28 Waco, TX $25,000 32 MD, 64 Q Hard, Indoor 
Dec. 5 Tallahassee, FL $25,000 32 MD, 64 Q Hard, Indoor 

Women’s Tournaments
DATE LOCATION PRIZE $ DRAW SIZE SURFACE 
Sept. 12 Lubbock, TX $25,000 32 MD, 64 Q Hard 
Sept. 26 Stillwater, OK $25,000 32 MD, 64 Q Hard 
Nov. 21 Nashville, TN $25,000 32 MD, 64 Q Hard, Indoor

NEW VIDEO PROMOTES USTA PRO CIRCUIT
The USTA has produced a new video to help promote the USTA Pro Circuit, which was formed in 1979 
to provide players with an opportunity to gain the professional ranking points needed to compete on 
the major pro tours. With more than 90 tournaments nationwide, the USTA Pro Circuit is the world’s 
largest developmental tennis circuit.

The video includes commentary from USTA Pro Circuit Director Brian Earley, 
current tournament directors and sponsors, who talk about the benefits of having
a Pro Circuit event in a community. Current professionals Donald Young, Steve
Johnson and Coco Vandeweghe are also featured in the video as they share their
experiences and what it meant to them to compete on the USTA Pro Circuit. 

To view the video, visit: https://www.usta.com/videos/usta_pro_circuit/

In an attempt to give up-and-coming American players more opportunities to rise to the top of the game, the USTA
launched the USTA Pro Circuit Collegiate Series earlier this year. The Collegiate Series operates as a circuit of tourna-
ments held on or near college campuses nationwide to provide a platform for college players to gain pro experience and
earn the ATP or WTA ranking points needed to transition to the pro ranks. It also complements the schedules of college
players, with most of the Collegiate Series events being held during the fall semester. Collegiate dual matches and con-

ference matchups typically take place in the spring.

“College tennis is a unique American institution and provides American players with a viable pathway for continued development, not only
with regards to their tennis skills, but physically and emotionally as well,” said USTA Player Development General Manager Martin Blackman.
“As the average age of Top 100 players on the men’s and women’s sides increases, so too does college tennis’s role as a viable pathway for
American pro development. We look forward to a new level of collaboration with the many excellent college coaches throughout the country.”

The Collegiate Series began the week of June 6 with a $25,000 men’s Futures event held at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va.,
followed by a $25,000 men’s Futures event at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, N.C. The series will continue in the fall with men’s
and women’s tournaments offering prize money ranging from $25,000 to $50,000. Ohio State University will host a $50,000 men’s Challenger
in mid-September, while two $25,000 men’s Futures events will take place near the University of California, Berkeley, in October.

“The USTA Pro Circuit is all about developing young players and bringing world-class tennis to local communities nationwide,” said
USTA Pro Circuit Director Brian Earley. “We are thrilled to launch the USTA Pro Circuit Collegiate Series, which will allow college players
to compete in tournaments conveniently located on or near their schools, while also giving them the opportunity to compete against
some of the game’s best athletes to gain valuable pro experience. We are also excited for fans to have the opportunity to see such a
high level of tennis on college campuses.”

The USTA has also designed a USTA Pro Circuit Collegiate Series marketing package, which includes customized templates, posters, fly-
ers, postcards and digital materials, to help tournament directors of each Collegiate Series event to market their tournament. 



New Tournament Sponsors Come Aboard
The USTA Pro Circuit extends a hearty “Welcome Aboard” to new tournament sponsors in 2016.

The new title sponsor of the men’s $10,000 Pro Circuit event in Pittsburgh is Impact Applications. The tournament, now known as the
Impact Applications $10,000 Futures, was played from June 25 to July 3 at Pittsburgh’s Mt. Lebanon Tennis Center. Impact Applications
is owned and operated by Dr. Mark Lovell, a resident of Mt. Lebanon and an avid tennis player. He is an expert on concussions, and his
protocols are used in the NFL and in many high schools and colleges across the country, as well as the premier soccer leagues in Europe.
His iPad-based tests can be used immediately on the sidelines to test for a concussion. 

Nordic Naturals is the new title sponsor of the men’s $100,000 Pro Circuit tournament in Aptos, Calif. The Nordic Naturals Challenger
will be played on August 6-14 at the Seascape Sports Club. Nordic Naturals, based in Watsonville, Calif., offers high-quality omega-3s
and other foundational nutrients that are part of the nutritional regimen of many athletes—professional and amateur alike.

Mary and Dee Dee Wilson of the Ralph Wilson family became new title sponsors of the
men’s $10,000 Futures tournament in Rochester, N.Y. The Wilsons named the event 
the LB Futures Tournament in memory of Linda Bogdan, who passed away in 2009.
Bogdan was a tennis enthusiast and daughter of the late Ralph Wilson, founder and
owner of the Buffalo Bills of the National Football League. This year’s LB Futures 
Tournament was played on June 18–26 at the Tennis Club of Rochester, N.Y. The 
clay court tournament, which is the largest tennis event in western New York, 
celebrated its 10th anniversary on the USTA Pro Circuit.

The $50,000 women’s event in Macon, Ga., formerly the Tennis Classic 
of Macon, has been rebranded as the W.L. Amos, Sr. Tennis Classic. The 
W.L. Amos Sr. Foundation, which was the tournament’s presenting sponsor,
is now the new title sponsor. W.L. Amos is one of the founders of Aflac 
Insurance. The outdoor hard court tournament will be played the week 
of October 24 at Mercer University –Leroy Peddy Tennis Center.
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Circuit Events Streamed Live
A total of 10 USTA Pro Circuit tournaments were available on live
streaming in the first half of 2016, and an additional 11 events will be
streamed live during the second half of the year. Here is the live
streaming schedule for the second half of 2016:

USTA Men’s Pro Circuit
DATE PRIZE MONEYLOCATION SURFACE 

July 4 $50,000 Winnetka, Ill. Hard

July 18 $50,000 Binghamton, N.Y. Hard

July 25 $50,000 Lexington, Ky. Hard

Aug. 8 $100,000 Aptos, Calif. Hard

USTA Women’s Pro Circuit
DATE PRIZE MONEYLOCATION SURFACE

July 12-17 $50,000 Stockton, Calif. Hard

July 19-2 $50,000 Sacramento, Calif. Hard

July 26-31 $50,000 Lexington, Ky. Hard

Sept. 13-18 $75,000 Albuquerque, N.M. Hard

Oct. 25-30 $50,000 Macon, Ga. Hard

Nov. 1-6 $50,000 Waco, Texas Hard

Nov. 8-13 $50,000 Scottsdale, Ariz. Hard

Nalzaro Sets Sights on 
US Open Performance

Earlier this year, 14-year-old Micah
Nalzaro of Vero Beach, Fla., 
performed “America the Beautiful”
prior to the semifinals of the Mardy
Fish Children’s Foundation Tennis
Championships, which took place on
April 22-May 1 on the outdoor clay
courts at The Boulevard Village &
Tennis Club in Vero Beach.

Nalzaro, who has served as a ball boy at the Vero Beach
tournament and is a participant in the Mardy Fish Children’s
Foundation program, could be performing on a much
bigger stage later this summer. He submitted a video of
his performance at the $10,000 USTA Pro Circuit event to
the USTA’s nationwide online audition to perform at the
2016 US Open. He was among the select number of sub-
missions who were selected to participate in a call-back that
took place in New York City on June 28. Those selected will
earn the opportunity to perform “America the Beautiful” in
Arthur Ashe Stadium during the 2016 US Open. 

To watch Nalzaro’s “America the Beautiful” performance at
the Mardy Fish Children’s Foundation Tennis Championships,
go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XI_bb7h5d3w
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Fish Sponsors Vero Beach Futures Event
History was made on the 
USTA Pro Circuit earlier this 
year. For the first time in the 
Pro Circuit’s 37-year history, a
former pro player sponsored a
USTA Pro Circuit tournament.

Mardy Fish, the former Top 10
player and Davis Cup star who

retired at last year’s US Open, became the sponsor of 
the USTA Futures event in Vero Beach, Fla. The $10,000
Mardy Fish Children’s Foundation Tennis Championships
took place from April 22 to May 1 at the Boulevard 
Village & Tennis Club. 

The Vero Beach Futures, in its 22nd year, is one of the
longest-running events on the USTA Pro Circuit men’s 
calendar. The tournament, which was first held in Vero
Beach in 1995, was the second of three consecutive 
clay-court $10,000 Futures events held in Florida in 
April and May.

“We are so appreciative to the USTA and [former 
tournament director] Mike Rahaley for allowing the 
Mardy Fish Children’s Foundation to take over this 
tournament and keep it in Vero Beach,” said Fish, a 
former Vero Beach resident.

“Vero Beach is one of the most enthusiastic and sophisti-
cated tennis communities in the country, and we are 
looking forward to seeing this event continue to grow 
in the years to come,” Fish added. “Most importantly, 
we are excited that the Mardy Fish Children’s Foundation
can use this event as a promotional and fundraising 
platform to benefit children in Vero Beach, Indian River
County and beyond.”

In 2007, Fish founded the Mardy Fish Children’s Foundation,
which now supports more than 2,100 children in 15 
elementary and 6 middle schools in Indian River County,
Fla. The foundation provides after-school exercise and 
nutritional and enrichment programs for the kids in a safe
environment to prepare them for healthy, productive and
successful lives.

Fish has long had ties to Vero Beach. He relocated there from Minnesota with his family in 1985 at the age of 4 and went on to attend
Vero Beach High School for three years before transferring to Boca Prep in Boca Raton, Fla., for his senior year. He turned pro in 2000
and enjoyed a 16-year career on the ATP World Tour, highlighted by a career-high ranking of No. 7, six ATP singles titles, eight ATP 
doubles titles and an Olympic silver medal in singles at the 2004 Olympics. He reached the quarterfinals at the Australian Open, 
Wimbledon and the US Open and was a frequent contributor to the U.S. Davis Cup team from 2002 to 2012.

The 34-year-old, who currently lives in Los Angeles with his wife, Stacey, and son, Beckett, competed at the Vero Beach Futures early 
in his pro career. He first played the event in 2000, when he lost in the first round, and then rebounded the following year to reach the
quarterfinals.

Jonas Luetjen of Germany captured the singles title at this year’s $10,000 Mardy Fish Children’s Foundation Tennis Championships. 
He also teamed with Serbia’s Miomir Kecmanovic to win the doubles championship.

To view a video of the tournament’s kick-off press conference, go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4amgQiLqrA

F I R S T  S E R V E S
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New Tournament Directors Take the Reins
The USTA Pro Circuit bid farewell to Mike Rahaley, tournament director of the men’s futures event in
Vero Beach, Fla., which is now known as the Mardy Fish Children’s Foundation Tennis Championships.
Randy Walker and Tom Fish are the new tournament directors of the $10,000 tournament, which took
place on April 2 –May 1 at the Boulevard Village & Tennis Club. The winner’s trophy was named the
Mike Rahaley Cup.

Chris Kader takes on tournament directorship of the St. Joseph’s/Candler Savannah Challenger in 
Savannah, Ga. The $50,000 men’s event was played on April 16-24 at the Franklin Creek Tennis 
Center. Kader replaced Scott Mitchell, who moved to Midland, Mich., to become the tournament 
director of the Dow Corning Tennis Classic, replacing longtime tournament director Mike Woody. 
The $100,000 women’s tournament, which was played on January 31–February 7 at the Greater 
Midland Tennis Center, celebrated its 28th year, making it the longest-running consecutive women’s
event on the USTA Pro Circuit calendar.

Chris Arns, former tournament director of the men’s Challenger in Napa, Calif., returns to the 
USTA Pro Circuit as the new tournament director of the Nordic Naturals Challenger. The
men’s $100,000 tournament will be played on August 6-14 at the Seascape Sports Club 
in Aptos, Calif.

Keith Evans, former tournament director of the men’s Challenger in Tunica, Miss., is now 
the tournament director of the Spell Restaurant Group Men’s $25,000 Futures presented 
by KE Tennis Academy. The tournament took place on April 2-10 at the KE Tennis at 
Germantown Country Club in Memphis, Tenn.

Sign of the Times
There is no doubt that signage plays an important part in the success of USTA Pro Circuit
events. Tournaments use a variety of signage, such as billboards and banners at their
venues, to help publicize their events. 

The $25,000 Baptist Health Bolo Bash Tennis, which took place on April 9-17 at 
the Rebsamen Tennis Center in Little Rock, Ark., used signage to form a unique 
“Sponsor Lane” on the tournament grounds. Event organizers in Little Rock also 
created courtside signage with player photos to help fans identify competitors.

Here are just a few examples of some of the signage from around the USTA Pro Circuit.
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COOL IDEAS HEAT UP CIRCUIT
USTA Pro Circuit tournaments come up with many “Cool Ideas” throughout 
the year in an effort to enhance the fan experience for everyone in attendance.

The Southern Lifestyle Development Tennis Classic had a heat-pressured 
tournament logo applied to the brick entrance of the tournament venue at 
the Louisiana State University Tennis Facility. The women’s $25,000 Pro Circuit
event also presented its tournament champions with beautiful crystal trophies
featuring the tournament logo.

The 2016 Joey Gratton Sarasota Open at the Lakewood Ranch Tennis and 
Athletic Center in Sarasota, Fla., set up a prominent inflatable displaying 
the name of a sponsor along with a giant inflatable tennis ball at the 
tournament entrance. 

During the USTA Women’s Pro Circuit $25,000 Challenger at the River Hills
Club in Jackson, Miss., a tournament photographer
flew a drone over the tournament venue during the
warm-up before matches. The drone was also
flown over the practice courts and the club.

The Mardy Fish Children’s Foundation Tennis
Championship at the Boulevard Village & Tennis
Club in Vero Beach, Fla., featured an elegant 
perpetual crystal trophy. 

At the $25,000 women’s event in Daytona Beach,
Fla., a hat was provided to all spectators for the 
Finals, similar to what is done at Roland Garros.
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LITTLE ROCK KIDS’ DAY
The $25,000 Baptist Health Bolo Bash Tennis at the Rebsamen Tennis Center in Little Rock, Ark.,
hosted a Kids’ Day at the men’s tournament on April 13. Approximately 200 children, including
the second-grade class from nearby Brady Elementary, enjoyed the festivities. Upon arrival the
kids were put into small groups of 8 to 10 and given a name tag, T-shirt and goodie bag from
The Tennis Shoppe, a local business partner. The kids rotated through nine stations, including a
photo booth, tennis skills and tennis games. They also received information to take home from
the Arkansas Tennis Association on how to get involved in tennis. Attendees were given lunch
and dinner, and everyone was invited to stay and watch the matches.

USTA PRO CIRCUIT TOURNAMENT NEWS

BINGHAMTON TOURNAMENT
DIRECTOR HONORED
Laurie Bowen, tournament director of the Levene Gouldin
& Thompson Tennis Challenger, was honored by the 
Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways Inc., at their 17th 
annual Women of Distinction Celebration on April 12 in
Binghamton, N.Y. The Women of Distinction celebration
honors women whose achievements personify the 
Girl Scout mission and recognizes their significant 
contributions to their professions and in their communities.
Also honored was Judith Peckham, executive director 
of the Conrad & Virginia Klee Foundation, a private 
charitable foundation that is committed to promoting, 
nurturing and educating a healthy community.

The Levene Gouldin & Thompson Tennis Challenger, a
$50,000 men’s outdoor hard court USTA Pro Circuit event,
was held on July 16-24 at Recreation Park in Binghamton. 



USC MEN’S FUTURES HOSTS TENNIS CLINIC
University of Southern California Head Coach Peter Smith and members of the USC men’s tennis
team hosted a tennis clinic for local children during the $25,000 USC Los Angeles Pro Futures. 
The clinic took place on the morning of January 9 on the tennis courts located on the north-west
side of the USC campus just behind Dedeaux Baseball Field.

Americans swept the titles at this year’s USC men’s futures tournament, which was played on 
January 2–10 at Marks Tennis Stadium at USC. Sixth-seeded Stefan Kozlov defeated fourth-seeded
Philip Bester of Canada 7-6 (7), 6-7 (3), 6-3 to win the singles title. In the doubles final, Evan King
teamed with Raymond Sarmiento for a 6-4, 3-6, [11-9] victory over fellow Americans Jean-Yves
Aubone and Dennis Nevolo.
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“SNAKE DELAY” INTERRUPTS
PRO CIRCUIT MATCH
This past April, Gonzalo Lama of Chile had reached match 
point against Great Britain’s James Ward in their first-round
match at the 2016 Joey Gratton Sarasota Open, a men’s
$100,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in Lakewood Ranch, Fla. 

However, nature forced a temporary suspension of the match,
and it had nothing to do with the weather. A surprise visitor
prompted a “snake delay” as a snake suddenly slithered onto
the clay court at the Lakewood Ranch Tennis and Athletic Center.

Rushing to clear the 
snake from the court, a
tournament volunteer 
attempted to pick up 
the snake but stopped
when it began hissing. 
Fortunately for everyone
involved, the snake even-
tually moved on its own to
a bush behind the court. 

When action resumed,
Lama closed out the 
6-1, 6-1 victory over 
Ward to advance to 
the second round.

HANK LLOYD RECEIVES 
“SPIRIT AWARD”
Hank Lloyd, tournament director of the men’s $10,000 Fountain
Valley Futures event in California, was presented with the Curt
Condon Spirit Award by the Southern California Tennis Association
in early February. The award is given to an individual who has
gone above and beyond in his or her promotion of tennis. Lloyd,
a longtime Orange County tennis professional who has operated
the Costa Mesa Tennis Center since 1999, received the award
during the SCTA’s Annual Meeting in the Straus Clubhouse at the
Los Angeles Tennis Center on the UCLA campus.

“I am thrilled beyond belief to receive this award,” said Lloyd,
who grew up in Fullerton, Calif., and spent 1977 and 1978 on
the USTA Pro Circuit tour after graduating from San Jose State
University. “Curt Condon was a best friend and a great human
being. So this is very special to me to be acknowledged with his
spirit for life and tennis in everyone he touched.”

Condon was a Long Beach State University tennis star and long-
time San Diego teaching professional. He won the SCTA Special
Services award four times and in 2007. The Spirit Award was
named after him a year before he passed away from a brain tumor.

The Fountain Valley Futures will be played the week of September
26 at the Los Caballeros Racquet & Sports Club in Fountain Valley.



WESTON FUTURES BALL 
PERSON GETS HELP 
FROM WORLD NO. 1
When 18-year-old Ricardo Uliambre wanted help 
in asking his date to the prom at Cypress Bay High
School in Weston, Fla., he went to the top. 

Uliambre, a ball person at the Midtown Athletic
Club Weston $10,000 Futures Pro Circuit event
for the past three years, attended the Miami
Open in March. While watching top-seeded
Novak Djokovic practice, Uliambre held up a 
sign which said, “Nole, would you please help 
me with my Promposal.”

The top-ranked player on the ATP World Tour was
more than happy to assist, and after wrapping up
his practice, Djokovic helped an excited Uliambre,
who was wearing his red USTA Pro Circuit shirt,
make his “Promposal.” In a perfect ending to 
a memorable day, his date said, “Yes.”To view 
the video of Djokovic helping Uliambre with his
“Promposal,” go to: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5_HVNVxB_Ac&feature=player_
embedded
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LB FUTURES TOURNAMENT
CELEBRATES 10TH ANNIVERSARY
The LB Futures Tournament, which was played on June 18-26 at the 
Tennis Club of Rochester, N.Y., celebrated its 10th anniversary on the 
USTA Pro Circuit this year. The men’s $10,000 clay court Futures tournament
is the largest tennis event in western New York. Mary & Dee Dee Wilson 
are the title sponsors.
The LB Futures 
Tournament is named
in memory of tennis
enthusiast Linda 
Bogdan.

The USTA Pro Circuit
wishes the LB Futures
Tournament a very
Happy Anniversary. 

REMEMBERING 
ANDY SIMPSON 

The USTA Pro
Circuit extends
its condolences
to the Simpson
Family and to
those associated
with the Lewis

and Clark Pro Tennis Classic, a $25,000 USTA Fu-
tures men’s tournament which was played on July
16-24 at the Andy Simpson Tennis Center on the
campus of Lewis and Clark Community College.
Antigone “Andy” Simpson, the area’s unofficial
grandmother of tennis, passed away on June 26
in Godfrey, Ill., at the age of 92. She and her late
husband, Dr. Bud Simpson, supported tennis for
more than 60 years. Her son Robert, who passed
away in 2004, was on the board of the St. Louis
District Tennis Association, was a liaison to the
USTA and helped bring the Lewis and Clark Pro
Tennis Classic to Godfrey.

Andy Simpson was previously honored when Lewis
and Clark Community College named its tennis 
facility the “Andy Simpson Tennis Complex” for
her many volunteer hours and financial support.
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USTA PRO CIRCUIT TOURNAMENT NEWS

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER COMPETE IN USTA PRO CIRCUIT EVENT
Fifteen-year-old Sevyn Waters made her USTA Pro Circuit debut in June, competing in the singles
qualifying of the $10,000 ResortQuest Pro Women’s Open at Sea Colony in Bethany Beach, Del. 

What made her tournament appearance so noteworthy was the fact that her mother, 38-year-old
Lindsay Lee-Waters, was also playing in the qualifying draw. Lee-Waters, a veteran player on the 
USTA Pro Circuit, made her debut in 1994. Ranked as high as No. 33 in the world in 1996, Lee-Waters
has competed in singles and doubles in each of the Grand Slam tournaments multiple times. During
her 23-year career, she has captured 11 singles titles and 20 doubles crowns on the USTA Pro Circuit. 

At the Bethany Beach tournament, which took place on June 5-12, Sevyn fell in the first round of qualifying competition, but Lee-Waters
won three straight matches to qualify for the main draw, where she advanced to the quarterfinals before dropping a 6-3, 7-5 decision to
fellow American Ingrid Neel. 

Tournament officials believe it was the first time a mother and daughter have competed in the same USTA Pro Circuit tournament at 
the same time. 

TINSLEY COMMEMORATES
EVENT’S 15TH ANNIVERSARY

It was time to celebrate at
the $50,000 Boyd Tinsley
Clay Court Classic, and the
title sponsor made sure it
would be a celebration to
remember. For the last 15
years, Boyd Tinsley, violinist
for the Dave Matthews
Band, has sponsored the
women’s USTA Pro Circuit
tournament in his hometown

of Charlottesville, Va. This year’s tournament took place in
late April at the Boar’s Head Sports Club, and to help mark
the event’s milestone anniversary, Tinsley performed with
Crystal Garden—a band he put together
and produces—during the tournament’s
player party at the Jefferson Theater in
downtown Charlottesville.

The Boyd Tinsley Clay Court Classic,
which was the second of three 
USTA Pro Circuit women’s events that
made up the USTA Pro Circuit Roland
Garros Wild Card Challenge, featured 
a strong player field. Tournament 
action was also streamed live on
www.procircuit.usta.com.

Taylor Townsend, who went on to win 
the Roland Garros Wild Card Challenge,
defeated 2011 US Open girls’ champion
Grace Min 7-5, 6-1 in the singles final.
Townsend also teamed with Asia 
Muhammad to win the doubles title 
with a 7-6 (4), 6-0 victory over Alexandra
Panova and Shelby Rogers
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ACADEMY IN NAPLES HOSTS A PAIR OF EVENTS
The USTA Pro Circuit welcomed the prestigious Academia Sanchez-Casal to the tournament calendar in 2016.
In fact, the academy hosted not only one but two $25,000 women’s clay court USTA Pro Circuit tournaments
at the Naples Bath & Tennis Club in Naples, Fla. Founded by Emilio Sanchez and Sergio Casal, the former No.1
doubles team in the world, Academia Sanchez-Casal is the is the only tennis academy in the world to have a
center in Europe (Barcelona) and in the United States (Naples).

The first tournament, the ASC Women’s Open, was played on March 20–27. The event marked the first 
USTA Pro Circuit women’s tournament in Naples since 2002. Unseeded Barbara Haas of Austria got through 
a tough field to win the singles championship with a 3-6, 6-2, 6-2 victory over Elizaveta Ianchuk, of Ukraine. 
Russia’s Valeria Solovyeva and Maryna Zanevska of Ukraine defeated American Sophie Chang and Quirine
Lemoine of Netherlands 7-5, 6-0 in the doubles final. The inaugural ASC Women’s Open was highlighted by a

full slate of special events during the week, which included a Doubles Pro-Am, a Tennis and Cookout event and Kids’ Day on the day of the
semifinals. During Kids’ Day, children received free admission and had the opportunity
to meet tournament players and win prizes. They also enjoyed tennis games, clinics,
popcorn, face painting, cookies, an inflatable bounce house with a slide, an obstacle
course and music. 

The second tournament, the Academia
Sanchez-Casal Women’s Open 
sponsored by Germain BMW of
Naples, took place on May 8–15. 
After winning the doubles title in
March, Solovyeva came back to win
the singles title, defeating Kayla Day
of the United States, 6-4, 6-0, in the
final. Top-seeded Gabriela Ce of Brazil
and Poland’s Justyna Jegiolka cap-
tured the doubles championship with
a 6-1, 6-2 victory over Chang 
and Renata Zarazua of Mexico. 

USTA PRO CIRCUIT TOURNAMENT NEWS
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BALL PERSONS STEP UP AT ORLANDO EVENT
When the Orlando Women’s $10,000 Tournament at the Orlando Tennis
Centre in Florida needed some helping hands on court this last March,
Danielle Gooding, Senior Manager, USTA Pro Circuit, and her daughter 
Chloe stepped up and served as ball persons during the USTA Pro Circuit
clay court event.

Gooding and Chloe worked the semifinal singles match between second-
seeded Katerina Stewart and unseeded Julia Wachaczyk of Germany. 
Gooding and her daughter had the unique opportunity from a ball 
person’s perspective to watch Stewart defeat Wachaczyk 6-2, 4-6, 6-3 

and advance to the final, where she overcame fellow American Grace Min 6-4, 6-3 to win the title.

The victory in Orlando marked the eighth career USTA Pro Circuit singles title for Stewart, a Miami
native who turned 19 in July.

USTA PRO CIRCUIT TOURNAMENT NEWS

DELAWARE VENUE HONORED FOR EXCELLENCE
The USTA selected Sea Colony Tennis in Bethany Beach, Del., as one of 12 winners in the 35th annual 
USTA Facility Awards program, which recognizes excellence in the construction and/or renovation of 
tennis facilities throughout the country. Sea Colony Tennis will be honored at the USTA Semi-annual 
Meeting at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York City on September 1, during an awards luncheon.

Sea Colony Tennis, which hosted the $10,000 Resortquest Pro Women’s Open on outdoor clay in early
June, underwent a recent $2.2 million renovation. The 34-court tennis facility provides outreach and 

support throughout the year for many groups of tennis players, including ParaOlympics, Special Olympics, Boys & Girls Club, and 
a variety of fundraisers.

In addition to hosting the USTA Pro Circuit event for the last six years, Sea Colony Tennis offers high-quality programs for all ages and
abilities and has wide support for all USTA programs, including USTA League, 10 & Under Tennis, adult and junior tournaments, and 
Tennis On Campus. 

“Great tennis facilities like Sea Colony Tennis help us to grow the game at the grass-roots level, and we are proud to recognize them for
their ongoing impact on the sport of tennis,” said Kurt Kamperman, USTA Chief Executive, Community Tennis & USTA National Campus.
“Sea Colony Tennis has embraced many of our tennis initiatives and kept the sport at the forefront of its community each year.”



SURPRISE TENNIS CLASSIC GETS ARIZONA COMMUNITY INVOLVED
The Surprise Tennis Classic, which was played on February 14-21 at the Surprise Tennis & Racquet Complex in
Surprise, Ariz., put together an outstanding effort of community outreach during the week of their $25,000
women’s USTA Pro Circuit event.

Tournament organizers coordinated a 10 and Under Kids Clinic. Approximately 30 children from the local 
community came to the tournament one evening. Five players from the tournament participated in a 90-minute
Orange and Green Ball Clinic with the kids. Following the clinic, the players stayed for a meet and greet session,
pizza and refreshments for everyone.

During the tournament, there was also a Varsity/Jr. Varsity Clinic for local high school tennis players. All high
school players were admitted into the tournament for $1 and invited to stay for a free clinic following the conclusion of the day’s 
scheduled matches. The participants enjoyed a 90-minute clinic with tournament players, followed by a meet and greet session. 
Pizza and refreshments were served. More than 40 high school players attend the clinic.

Approximately 20 special needs participants 
took part in tennis-themed activities on Adaptive 
Recreation Tennis Night during the Surprise 
Tennis Classic. Two tournament players and staff 
members from the Adaptive Recreation Division
did a 60-minute program featuring on-court games
and drills with the attendees. The players stayed
for photos and autographs afterwards. 

On the day of the semifinals, the tournament staged
Kids’ Day, which was attended by approximately
50 children. All attendees and their parents were
admitted free. One group made a 2½-hour trip
from Yuma, Ariz., to watch the matches and enjoy
the Kids’ Day festivities. Several on-court stations
were set up for kids to play points with tournament
players and STRC staff. The children received
prizes, which were donated by the USTA Southwest
section and STRC vendors.
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USTA PRO CIRCUIT TOURNAMENT NEWS

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR NAMED MAN OF THE YEAR
This past January, Tom Sweitzer, tournament
director of the Orlando Women’s $10,000
Tournament, was named Man of the Year 
by OrlandoTennisNews.com.

A native of Hershey Pa., Sweitzer has 
worked to build a strong tennis community 
in Orlando, Fla., and helped revive the 
historic downtown Orlando Tennis Centre. 
In addition to renovating the Tennis Centre,

he was also instrumental in bringing the USTA Pro Circuit women’s
event to Central Florida. 

Sweitzer has supported and hosted many special community tennis
events, including the Typhoon Haiyan Tennis Charity Tournament,
the annual African-American Tennis Tournament and the ground-
breaking Florida Tennis Tour.

This year’s Orlando Women’s $10,000 Tournament, which celebrated its fourth anniversary, took place on March 13–20. In an 
All-American singles final, second-seeded Katerina Stewart defeated unseeded Grace Min, 6-4 6-3.
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TOWNSEND AND FRATANGELO WIN ROLAND GARROS 
WILD CARD CHALLENGE
The 2016 USTA Pro Circuit Roland Garros Wild Card Challenge consisted of three men’s
and three women’s events. The American man and American woman who earned the
most ATP World Tour and WTA ranking points at two of the three USTA Pro Circuit clay
court events received a main draw wild card into this year’s French Open. Only Americans
who did not earn a direct entry into the French Open were eligible.

The Wild Card Challenge women’s events included Dothan, Ala., the week of April 18;
Charlottesville, Va., the week of April 25; and Indian Harbour Beach, Fla., the week of 
May 2. The men’s tournaments took place in Sarasota, Fla., the week of April 11; 
Savannah, Ga., the week of April 18; and Tallahassee, Fla., the week of April 25. All 
events were at the $50,000 prize-money level except for the $100,000 Sarasota tournament,
and the $75,000 Indian Harbour Beach event. Each tournament was streamed live on
www.procircuit.usta.com. 

Twenty-year-old Taylor Townsend of Atlanta made her third straight appearance in the
main draw of the French Open after winning the 2016 USTA Pro Circuit Roland Garros
Wild Card Challenge. She captured the $50,000 Boyd Tinsley Clay Court Classic in 
Charlottesville, Va., and reached the finals of the $50,000 Hardee’s Pro Classic in Dothan,
Ala., and the $75,000 Revolution Technologies Pro Tennis Classic in Indian Harbour Beach,
Fla. After defeating Amandine Hesse of France 6-2, 6-1 in the first round of this year’s
French Open, Townsend was eliminated by 18th-seeded Elina Svitolina of
Ukraine 6-3, 6-0 in the second round.

Townsend won the USTA Pro Circuit Roland Garros Wild Card Challenge 
two years ago and reached the third round 2014 French Open with a 
second-round win over No. 20 seed Alize Cornet. 

In addition to her USTA Pro Circuit singles title in Charlottesville this year,
Townsend has won five USTA Pro Circuit doubles titles in 2016 with Asia
Muhammad. 

Bjorn Fratangelo, 22, of Pittsburgh, earned the men’s wild card in the 2016
USTA Pro Circuit Roland Garros Wild Card Challenge. The 2011 French Open
junior champion finished atop the wild card challenge by winning the $50,000
St. Joseph’s/Candler Savannah Challenger in Savannah, Ga., and reaching the
semifinals of the $100,000 Joey Gratton Sarasota Open in Sarasota, Fla. He
made his French Open main draw
debut a memorable one by eliminat-
ing fellow American Sam Querrey 6-3,
6-1, 6-7 (3), 6-3 in the first round be-
fore falling to ninth-seeded Richard
Gasquet of France 6-1, 7-6 (3), 6-3.

While playing in Paris this year,
Fratangelo wrote a blog and shared
his thoughts about returning to the
French Open five years after winning
the boys’ title. His blog can be viewed
at: https://www.usta.com/About-
USTA/Player-Development/bjorn_
fratangelo_french_open_blog_im_
pumped_to_get_started/

This was the fifth consecutive year the
USTA has used the challenge format
to award French Open wild cards to
American players.

USTA PRO CIRCUIT PLAYER NEWS



AROUND THE CIRCUIT   page 17

USTA PRO CIRCUIT PLAYER NEWS

ROGERS REACHES NEW HEIGHTS IN PRO CAREER
American Shelby Rogers made her professional debut on the USTA Pro Circuit in 2009. Since then, she has captured Pro Circuit singles titles
in Charlottesville, Va., Lexington, Ky., Albuquerque, N.M., and Yakima, Wash. This past June, the years of hard work and determination paid
dividends as she posted her best result in a Grand Slam tournament, reaching the quarterfinals of the 2016 French Open. She began her
impressive quarterfinal run there by ousting 17th seed Karolina Pliskova in the first round. Rogers went on to eliminate Elena Vesnina,
Petra Kvitova and Irina-Camelia Begu before falling to fourth-seed and eventual champion Garbiñe Muguruza, 7-5, 6-3.

Following her quarterfinal finish in Paris, Rogers reached a career-high WTA singles ranking of No. 59. 

Rogers Responds 

On Roland Garros: “(The) whole two weeks has been really amazing for me. Obviously winning my match to get into the quarterfinals
was very special, but even my first-round win was almost just as special for me. It’s a huge win for me, and just seeing how far my game
has come is really cool.”

On her fellow Americans: “We’re all kind of pushing each other. We’re all friends. We like to hang out with each other. We see each
other at tournaments. We can laugh and have a good time, and that sort of friendly competition is really a great thing for us. It’s a very
positive thing but helps all of us and pushes us all. We generally want each other to do well, and when we see each other doing well, we
want to do well ourselves.”

On what she needs to do: “I think the most important thing is being consistent throughout the year, not having just a couple great
tournaments but being able to have a lot of great tournaments throughout the year and keep your results pretty consistent week in and
week out. I think that’s a huge thing.”

On her goals: “At the beginning of the year, my goal was to make it into the Slams this summer, so I definitely reset those goals. I’d like
to finish the year Top 75 for sure. Top 50 would be amazing. I’m definitely trying to be realistic, but still push myself at the same time
and just try to keep the momentum going this year.”
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AMERICAN MEN POST SOLID RESULTS
Led by Stefan Kozlov and Tommy Paul, Americans made 
a strong showing during the first half of the year on the
men’s USTA Pro Circuit.

Kozlov opened the year in January by winning the $25,000
USC Los Angeles Pro Futures with a 7-6 (7), 6-7 (3), 6-3 
victory over Canadian Philip Bester in the singles final. The 
18-year-old Kozlov won his second USTA Pro Circuit singles
title of the year in April when he came from behind to 
defeat fellow American Eric Quigley 6-7 (3), 6-3, 7-6 (10) 
in the final of the $25,000 Baptist Health Bolo Bash Tennis
in Little Rock, Ark. 

Meanwhile, Paul, the 2015 French Open junior champion,
captured back-to-back USTA Pro Circuit singles titles in
January, winning the USTA Men’s $10K Plantation 
Community Tennis Open in Plantation, Fla., and the
$10,000 City Of Sunrise Pro Tennis Classic In Sunrise, Fla.
He defeated Adrien Puget of France in both singles finals.

Michael Mmoh won his fourth career USTA Pro Circuit 
singles title and first of 2016 in March at the $25,000 
Bakersfield Tennis Open in Bakersfield, Calif., defeating
Casper Ruud of Norway 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-1 in the final. In 
January, the 18-year-old Mmoh reached the singles final 
of the Long Beach 25K Futures in Long Beach, Calif., 
falling to Germany’s Yannick Hanfmann 6-4, 6-0.

Bjorn Fratangelo won his first career USTA Pro Circuit 
Challenger singles title in April as he scored an impressive 
6-1, 6-3 victory over fellow American Jared Donaldson in 
the final of the $50,000 St. Joseph’s/Candler Savannah 
Challenger in Savannah, Ga. The title helped the 22-year-old
Fratangelo secure the top spot in the 2016 USTA Pro Circuit
Roland Garros Wild Card Challenge and receive a wild card
into the French open. In June, Fratangelo achieved a career-
high singles ranking of No. 99 on the ATP World Tour.

In June, 24-year-old Tennys Sandgren defeated fellow
American Dennis Nevolo 6-3, 6-3 to win the $25,000 
Charlottesville Futures in Charlottesville, Va. The tournament, which was played at the University of Virginia, is part of the USTA Pro Circuit
Collegiate Series. Back in April, Sandgren reached the singles final of the Spell Restaurant Group Men’s $25,000 Futures in Memphis,
Tenn., losing to Canada’s Denis Shapovalov 7-6 (4), 7-6 (4).

Second-seeded Evan King was also victorious in June as he captured the Sargent & Collins, LLP Men’s $10,000 Futures in Buffalo, N.Y.
King edged top-seeded Gavin Van Perperzeel of Austria 7-6 (4), 6-3 in the singles final.

The following week, top-seeded Sekou Bangoura took home the singles title at the $25,000 Wake Forest University Men’s $25,000 
Futures in Winston-Salem, N.C. The 24-year-old Bangoura, who played his first USTA Pro Circuit event in 2008, overcame second seeded
Darian King of Barbados 6-3, 6-2 in the singles final. The tournament is also part of the USTA Pro Circuit Collegiate Series.

Other Americans who reached USTA Pro Circuit singles finals during the first half of the year include, Noah Rubin (Plantation, Fla.),
Frances Tiafoe (Tallahassee, Fla.) and Ryan Haviland (Tulsa, Okla.).

Nicolas Meister enjoyed a strong first half of 2016 as he captured three USTA Pro Circuit doubles titles. He combined with Eric Quigley
to win the $100,000 RBC Tennis Championships of Dallas in early February and the $25,000 USTA Men’s Pro Tennis Championships 
of Calabasas in Calabasas, Calif., in late March. Meister also teamed with Adrien Puget of France in mid-March to win the $25,000 
Bakersfield Tennis Open.

USTA PRO CIRCUIT PLAYER NEWS
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AMERICAN WOMEN DOMINATE FIRST HALF OF 2016 
The tennis future looks bright for American women after an incredible first half of
the year on the USTA Pro Circuit. Americans won 14 singles titles in the 22 events 
that were played between January and June. Americans also finished as the singles
runner-up in 15 tournaments. The winning trend continued in doubles, as Americans
won 14 doubles titles and finished as the doubles runner-up in 13 events.

In January, reigning USTA Girls’ 18s National Hard Court Champion Sofia Kenin won
her first USTA Pro Circuit singles title as she eased past Jesika Maleckova of the Czech
Republic, 6-2, 6-2, in the singles final of the Saddlebrook USTA Pro Circuit Women’s 
25K in Wesley Chapel, Fla.

Christina McHale, who has been ranked as high as No. 24 in the world, captured
the singles title at the Tennis Championships of Maui in Hawaii in late January as she outlasted fellow American Raveena Kingsley in 
the final, 6-3, 4-6, 6-4. The 24-year-old McHale, who has represented the United States in Fed Cup, nearly upset top-seeded Serena
Williams at Wimbledon this year before falling to the World No. 1 in the second round, 6-7 (7), 6-2, 6-4.

It was a good month of March for Katerina Stewart. The 18-year-old native of Miami won back-to-back USTA Pro Circuit singles titles
plus one doubles title. She swept the singles and doubles titles at the Midtown Weston Women’s 10K in Weston, Fla., defeating South
Africa’s Chanel Simmonds in the singles final’ 3-6, 6-2, 6-1. In the doubles championship, Stewart and Tess Sugnaux of Switzerland got
past Julieta Lara Estable of Argentina and Italy’s Jasmine Paolini, 7-6 (2), 6-3. The following week, Stewart continued her win streak as
she won the Orlando Women’s $10,000 Tournament in Florida with a 6-4, 6-3 victory over fellow American Grace Min in the singles final. 

Stewart was not the only American to win a USTA Pro Circuit singles title in March. Twenty-six-year-old Madison Brengle, who has been
ranked as high as No. 35 in the world, defeated Lara Arruabarrena of Spain 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 to win the 2016 Wilde Lexus $50,000 Women’s
Pro Circuit Event in Osprey, Fla.

After losing to Stewart in the Orlando final, the 22-year-old Min rebounded and won back-to-back USTA Pro Circuit singles championships
in April. In the final of the USTA Women’s Pro Circuit $25,000 Challenger in Jackson, Miss., Min battled back to defeat Spain’s Paula 
Badosa Gibert, 1-6, 6-2, 6-4. The very next week, Min wrapped up the title at the Legacy Credit Union Women’s $25,000 Pro Circuit
Challenger in Pelham, Ala., with a 6-4, 6-4 victory over fellow American Bernarda Pera in the final.

In late April and early May, Taylor Townsend reached the singles finals of the three consecutive tournaments that comprised the 
USTA Pro Circuit Roland Garros Wild Card Challenge. A former No. 1 junior player in the world, Townsend fell to Rebecca Peterson of
Sweden 6-4, 6-2 in the singles final of the $50,000 Hardee’s Pro Classic in Dothan, Ala. The following week, the 20-year-old Townsend
won the singles championship at the $50,000 Boyd Tinsley Clay Court Classic in Charlottesville, Va., with a 7-5, 6-1 victory over Min, 
who was playing in her fourth USTA Pro Circuit singles final of the year. In the finale of the USTA Pro Circuit Roland Garros Wild Card
Challenge, Townsend dropped a 6-3, 7-5 decision to fellow American Jennifer Brady in the singles final of the $75,000 Revolution 
Technologies Pro Tennis Classic in Indian Harbour Beach, Fla. By reaching her third straight Pro Circuit final, Townsend earned enough
points to finish atop the Wild Card Challenge standings and secure the wild card into Roland Garros.

In late June, Jamie Loeb joined Stewart and Min as two-time USTA Pro Circuit singles champions this year when she defeated fellow
American Caitlin Whoriskey 7-5, 6-3 in the final of the $25,000 Hunt Communities 2016 Women’s Pro Tennis Classic In El Paso, Texas.
Loeb had won her first Pro Circuit singles title of the year in early February when she scored a 3-6, 6-1, 6-3 comeback victory over fellow
American Catherine Bellis in the finals of the $25,000 Surprise Tennis Classic in Surprise, Ariz.

The 17-year-old Bellis, who upset No. 12 seed Dominika Cibulkova at the 2014 US Open, won her fourth-career USTA Pro Circuit singles title in
June as she came through with a 6-1, 6-3 victory over Russia’s Valeria Solovyeva in the final of the $25,000 Palmetto Pro Open in Sumter, S.C.

In June, two up-and-coming teenagers captured USTA Pro Circuit singles titles after defeating compatriots in All-American finals. 
Seventeen-year-old Caroline Dolehide got past Lauren Herring, 6-1, 7-5, to win the Sargent & Collins, LLP Women’s $10,000 Tennis
Championships in Buffalo, N.Y. One week later, 18-year-old Ingrid Neel overcame Alexandra Mueller 6-3, 6-3 in the final of the 
$10,000 Resortquest Pro Women’s Open at Sea Colony in Bethany Beach, Del.

Other Americans who reached USTA Pro Circuit singles finals during the first half of 2016 include Anna Tatishvili (Sunrise, Fla.), Robin 
Anderson (Midland, Mich.), Vania King (Rancho Santa Fe, Calif.), Kayla Day (Naples, Fla.) and Jennifer Ellie (Baton Rouge, La.). In doubles,
Townsend and Asia Muhammad were nearly unstoppable as a team, winning titles in Rancho Santa Fe, Calif.; Osprey, Fla.; Pelham, Ala.;
Dothan, Ala., and Charlottesville, Va. Muhammad also teamed with fellow American Maria Sanchez to win the doubles championship in
Maui, Hawaii. Neel also showed she was versatile on the doubles court, winning three titles with three different partners. She won the 
doubles championship in Wesley Chapel, Fla., with Natalia Vikhlyantseva; Midland, Mich., with Bellis and Buffalo, N.Y., with Dolehide.

USTA PRO CIRCUIT PLAYER NEWS


