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2021 OTHERS AWARDOTHERS

It is said that the Founder of The 
Salvation Army, General William 
Booth, once sent a telegram to officers 
around the world to remind them of 
the main focus of their work. The 
telegram contained only one word - 
“others.”

This simple word “others” captured 
my parent’s vision of service as 
Salvation Army officers in Mexico.  I 
remember my father saying “primero 
otros, después nosotros” (first others, 
then us) - these words, more than just 
a slogan, were a prayer to be faithful 
to his committment to putting others 
first.

In Philippians 2:3-4 we read “... 
in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests 
of the others.”

William Booth was probably reading 
this part of the bible when he called 
The Salvation Army around the 
world to put others first.

Chris Delesandri was presented with the “Others” award by The Salvation 
Army of Galveston County at its William Booth Society reception on May 4. 
The “Others” award is one of the highest honors bestowed on a community 
member who exemplifies an extraordinary spirit of service to others. 

Major Barry Corbitt, Divisional Secretary for Business for The Salvation Army  
- Texas Division, presented the award. 

Chris is the Executive Director of the United Way Galveston County Mainland. 
He is a tireless supporter of people in need, always looking for a way to offer 
a hand up out of poverty and despair. He has intimate knowledge both  of the 
needs and the resources available to help. 

Chris has served with distinction in many community organizations including 
the College of the Mainland, Texas City Optimist Club, Texas City Rotary 
Club, and the Texas City / La Marque Chamber among many others.

The Salvation Army is grateful for his dedication, encouragement and support.  

OTHERSOTHERS

Major Nathanael 
Doria

Corps Officer



food voucher store closed summer day camp

The Moody Foundation has 
once again demonstrated their 
commitment to the community 
with a gift of $50,000 to help people 
affected by the winter storm. They 
contacted The Salvation Army to 
discuss the possibilities. A plan was 
devised to provide $200 in grocery 
vouchers to Kroger in Galveston or 
Texas City to 225 families. Because 
food is an ongoing expense, the 
hope was that $200 in groceries 
would help replace lost food or 
alleviate the expense for a little 
while to help families catch up. 

As part of the qualification process, 
applicants were asked to describe 
the damage they had suffered. 
The applications came back with 
heart-breaking stories from these 
families. While everyone in the 
county suffered to some extent, 
here’s a sample of some of the 
stories: 

“My husband is 92 years old and 
handicapped. We couldn’t get out to 
a store and we lost all the food in our 
refrigerator.” 

“I’m a retired teacher. Every pipe 
under my house broke.”

“My kids and I live on disability. We 
had just bought groceries when the 
power went off for 5 days.”

The Salvation Army is grateful to 
the Moody Foundation for blessing 
these families at such a hard time.

With heavy hearts, the Advisory 
Board of The Salvation Army 
Galveston County voted to 
recommend permanent closure of 
the Family Store at 601 51st. Street 
in Galveston. “When we looked at 
the numbers, and how much money 
The Salvation Army was investing 
in trying to keep the store open, 
we couldn’t justify it,” said Fred 
Raschke, Advisory Board member. 
“I was initially against closing, but 
the data was clear. The purpose 
of the store was to raise funds for 
programs, not to take program funds 
to stay solvent.” 

The Advisory Board is investigating 
options for repurposing the space 
in a way that will better serve the 
needs of the community. Some 
of the possibilities include a low 
cost senior center and a disaster 
training/planning center. Residents 
of Galveston are well aware that the 
possibility of being cut off without 
access to supplies is a concern. 
Several non-profits are already 
working on pre-disaster plans that 
will require some storage space 
before and after an event. 

The Salvation Army has always 
been committed to assist people 
in need. We are excited about the 
possibilities of using this space to 
better serve the needs of our local 
community with programs our 
donors will support.

The Summer Day Camp program 
at The Salvation Army Boys & Girls 
Club of Texas City is full! Limited 
to 50 children due to social distanc-
ing recommendations, plans are 
being finalized for the 10-week ses-
sion that begins on June 7 and runs 
through August 13.  The club meets 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 
am until 5:30 pm. Programming is 
a combination of recreational and 
academic activities following the 
curriculum of Boys & Girls Club 
of America that is designed to help 
the kids continue to grow and learn 
in an effort to prevent them from 
losing ground academically over 
the summer. 

The cost of the Summer Day Camp 
program is signifcant because of 
the extended service hours and the 
cost of extra transportation for field 
trips, admission fees, extra material  
and additional staff in order to en-
sure safe fun for 50 children.

There is a matching gift challenge 
up to $10,000 through May 30 that 
will double the impact of your gift! 
The Salvation Army is completely 
dependent on the support of the 
community. You can change lives 
this summer by sending your gift 
marked Summer Day Camp Chal-
lenge to PO Box 990, Galveston, 
TX 77553.

Give online at »



2021 William Booth Society

The inaugural reception of the William Booth Society for The Salvation Army of Galveston County was held at 22 
Lemons Farm in Galveston, the beautiful home of Bob and Gina Spagnola. It was a lovely evening as guests gathered out 
by the water to celebrate those who give so much to further the work of The Salvation Army.  The event was emceed by  
Major Barry Corbitt, Divisional Secretary for Business of the Texas Division and featured a brass ensemble.

The William Booth Society is a circle of leaders that recognizes and unites friends and supporters whose compassion 
makes possible the many programs of The Salvation Army to help others less fortunate. Membership is maintained by an 
annual program (non-capital) gift of at least $5,000. We are grateful to all the members and happy to spend the evening 
with those who were able to join us. 

The 
William Booth 

Society...

A Circle of Leaders

Michael Jenkins / Rep. Mayes Middleton

Ed Glynn

Allan Matthews / Moody Foundation

Wayne Madsen Carrie King

Ken & Ann Shubert

Linda Cordova / Valero

Chon Pugh / Memorial Lutheran

Rev. Bert Bagley / PEF

Cynthia Wander / Event Chair

Victor Pierson / Moody Bank

Randy Dietel / Frank K. Webb CT
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Howie and Renae Bentley own 
and operate Classic Auto Group in 
Galveston. This dealership family, 
including son Nick, and their other 
employees, is well known for their 
generous and caring spirit. They 
are also creative, and their creativity 
recently translated into $5,000 gifts 
to both The Salvation Army and 
Meals on Wheels.

A buyer declined a Corvette that had 
been ordered for him.  This opened 
up an opportunity to raise some 
money from those on a waiting list. 

“We had not been able to do the type 
of events that we would normally do to 
help the organizations we support, so 
we offered this car up for ‘auction’ to our 
customers,” Howie explained.

“We do not mark up the cars over 
MSRP, so the customer who bid the 
highest over that price got the car, and 
the extra money was split between The 
Salvation Army and Meals on Wheels. 
Our winning customer was happy 
to contribute to both of these worthy 
causes.” 

The gift of $5,000 received by The 
Salvation Army will support the 
Summer Day-Camp program of the 
Boys & Girls Club in Texas City.

Major Nathanael Doria expressed the thanks of The Salvation Army and 
the community it serves to the staff who kept the shelter operating during the 
winter storm in February. At the monthly staff meeting, he presented tokens of 
appreciation to cook Frank Sauceda, lead monitor Victoria Mata, shelter manager 
Robert Crotts and monitor Jeff Taylor. Not present was cook Brandon Johnson. 
This small group of people continued working under unprecedented conditions 
without power or running water in artic temperatures. All that was further 
complicated by the ongoing pandemic that requires social distancing. 

The community provided the resources that made it possible for the shelter to 
remain open, but that would not have mattered if the staff had not continued to 
serve. “They could have said ‘I can’t get there’ or given any other number of reasons 
not to come to work that would have been completely valid. But they kept coming and 
at times stayed here when they could have gone home,” remarked Major Doria. “These 
people are the backbone of the service provided at the Center of Hope and we are 
grateful to have them on our side.”

Boys & Girls Club of Texas City: Nathaniel Herrera, a 2nd grader at Hayley 
Elementary, was named the Youth of the Month for March. Khari Daniels, a 2nd 
grader from Simms, was named Youth of the Month in April. Youth of the Month 
are chosen based on program accomplishments and all winners are eligible to 
compete for Youth of the Year for the region, state and a national competition.  

creative givingstaff honored for winter storm
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