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storm recovery

The Moody Foundation has once 
again proven what a hero they are 
by quickly stepping up to provide 
assistance to a community affected 
not only by an artic storm but by 
prolonged power and water outages. 
The Foundation is providing $50,000 
to The Salvation Army to assist with 
needs from Winter Storm Uri. 

Because so many were affected 
financially by unexpected repair bills, 
The Salvation Army will provide a 
$200 food voucher redeemable at 
Kroger in Galveston or Texas  City  
for 225 families who can document 
expenses related to the storm. 
Because food is an ongoing need, it is 
our hope that by providing groceries 
with these vouchers, people affected 
will be able to catch up. Keep an eye 
on our Facebook page for details or 
call (409) 763-1691.

Holly 
McDonald

Community 
Relations & 
Development 
Manager

Winter Storm  Uri was not a surprise to the people of  Galveston County. 
However, everyone  was surprised at the  loss of power at the beginning of  
freezing temperatures which also caused the water system to  fail. At The 
Salvation Army, which was sheltering 76 desperate people  at  the height of the 
storm,  the failure of bathroom facilities was inevitable without access to water 
for flushing. A shelter is not able to operate without water, let alone without 
power at the same time. But the alternative was to put a lot of people out on 
the street during an artic storm.  
This problem was solved by friends from the Mainland who brought trailers 
of non-potable water. When Sonny and Dawn Tholcken of Trey Industries 
heard of the situation, they went right to  their company property  and loaded 
up a trailer with a 200  gallon tank  of water for flushing. They refilled the 
tank twice! Jeff Prouty of Guaranteed Roofing added 500 gallons to the effort, 
making it possible to get through another day.  
Due to the power outage, the temperature in the coolers climbed to a dangerous 
level. The Galveston County Food Bank brought a refrigerated truck, more 
food and drinking water. Because there is a gas stove in the kitchen, the cooks 
were able to continue providing some hot food even without power.  As power 
was restored and things inside started getting better, volunteers went out in 
the canteen with coffee and snacks. 
During events like this, we never know where our help is coming from.  We are 
grateful for the  way the  Lord works through the people in our community. 

Galveston County Food Bank and Trey Industries recognized for winter storm response at Emergency Shelter



success story drive-thru food distribution

Douglas was born in the area and 
has family in Galveston. After he 
married, he accepted a carpentry 
apprenticeship in California and he 
worked there for seven years. The 
couple moved back to Galveston where 
he worked a variety of jobs, including 
one as a grain elevator purchasing 
supervisor, doing carpentry for the 
Galveston Historical Society and 
working as a back deck supervisor at 
Rice University in Houston.

Unfortunately, after ten years, 
Douglas’ marriage fell apart. Before 
long he was homelessness and stayed 
that way for four years. Eventually 
he was able to get into housing 
through the Gulf Coast Center and 
maintained it for nine years. 

Douglas, now 64, came to The 
Salvation Army in December of 
2020 looking for hope. He signed 
up for case management and learned 
that The Salvation Army had some 
Rapid Rehousing funding and could 
help him get back into his own place. 
He set a goal to find some affordable 
housing and worked with his case 
manager to achieve this dream. 
Within 60 days, he had located a 
place and moved in on March 8. 
Douglas says he is grateful for the 
support from case management in 
helping him find a place to live and 
to the Rapid Rehousing program for 
helping him get in.  Douglas has a 
brighter future today!

Galveston County Food Bank and 
The Salvation Army of Galveston 
County joined forces to help 
173 families with groceries.  The 
Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club 
of Texas City distributed 7 pallets 
of school supplies.

The next food distribution event 
will take place on Tuesday, March 
16 from 9:30 to 11:30 am at The 
Salvation Army of Texas City.  To  
Volunteer call Heather Pierson at 
(409) 877-5207.



new leadersstyle show volunteers

Major Lucila Doria installed the 
2021 officers of the Women’s 
Auxiliary at their February 11th 
meeting. Each officer was presented 
with some make-up to represent all 
the activity that they will “make-
up” after the coronavirus shelved 
all their 2020 plans! The ladies are 
excited and ready to go! 

Pictured L-R are Major Lucila 
Doria, 2021 President Treva 
Wygle, Immediate Past-President 
Traci Puckett, Treasurer Terri 
Cole, Chaplain Cathie Harrison, 
Secretary Carol Langston. Not 
pictured: Vice-President Veronica 
Moreno. 

Thank you for all you hard work!

The date for the 2021 Runway of 
Hope Style Show & Luncheon is 
set for August 6 at the Galveston 
County Convention Center located 
at 5600 Seawall, Galveston Texas. 
Tickets that were purchased for the 
2020 show are valid for this year.

Says incoming Auxiliary Chair, 
Treva Wygle, “We have been doing 
our absolute best to follow protocol 
due to Covid-19. Extra precautions 
are being taken such as moving 
the event to the larger venue to 
make room for comfortable social 
distancing. Moving the event also 
gives us more room for shopping!” 

Watch our Facebook page for 
details and exciting sneak peeks.

As the temperatures plunged over 
Valentine’s weekend, the concern 
was how to shelter the vulnerable 
safely in the midst of a pandemic. 
The capacity of the Center of Hope 
is restricted to 62 because of social 
distancing measures but everyone 
knew that the need was going to be 
greater than could safely be taken 
in. 

The Salvation Army put out 
an offer of cots and blankets to 
any church or organization that 
would open up to keep people 
from staying out on the street or 
from being too crowded. Central 
Church in Galveston took up the 
challenge and opened up space for 
Galveston CoCares to run a shelter 
in their building. Unfortunately, 
both shelters lost power early on 
Monday followed by loss of water. 
Because the power outage was so 
widespread, there was no place to 
evacuate the residents of either 
shelter. Volunteers at Central 
Church did an amazing job.

As power was restored, volunteer 
Treva Wygle and her family 
from The Salvation Army took 
the canteen loaded with coffee 
and snacks to Central Church 
and passed out meals in the 
neighborhood. 

We need more people like Treva to 
continue our 130 year old tradition 
of service in Galveston County.
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Kedge Cook provided use of 4 new Ford 
vehicles for 2020 Christmas programs

Eric Chhoeu of Shipleys of Galveston 
provides donuts daily for our shelter guests

Moody Bank staff counted all our kettles 
during Christmas Red Kettle Campaign 2020

John Zendt & Moody Gardens staff fundraise 
for The Salvation Army programs

Kroger Galveston supported Christmas Food 
Voucher Program 2019 & 2020

Jerome & Leslie Karam provided use of 
Angel Tree warehouse 2019 & 2020

Kroger Texas City supported Christmas Food 
Voucher Program 2019 & 2020

Food Bank provided food and supplies all 
year long for shelter and community


