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Poplar Word
President’s Message
But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
-Isaiah 40:31

Hello SAWA members,

Winter has a way of making the world feel barren and desolate. It’s easy for us to get 
depressed and disconnected. Thank goodness the Lord promises that this too shall 
pass and a new season of growth and renewal is just around the corner. 

It’s time for the Auxiliary to prepare for spring and things will be kicking off at Area 
Command (and on Zoom) on Tuesday, February 15th at 11:30. Boxed lunches will be 
served for $11 each so an accurate lunch count is critical. Please RSVP to Beth at 
beth.butchino@uss.salvationarmy.org if you plan to attend and join us for lunch.

Major Todd Mason will be speaking to us about all that has been going on and what’s 
to come at The Salvation Army in Charlotte. We’re excited that he was able to set 
aside time to talk to us. New opportunities to be involved in will be shared by our 
committees and we’ll celebrate amazing blessings that we’ve experienced. Please 
don’t miss it, we have much Good to do!

Thank you to Rosella who organized craft days with 2 Boys & Girls Clubs, this winter. 
What a joy it was to be a small part of these youths’ lives and do something fun. 
Thanks to everyone who brought cookies for the Booth Commons club. 
They all took home a full box of Christmas cookies!

Thanks to all the Auxiliary for all you do and I
look forward to uniting again.

Jen Adkins, President, 2020-2022



Meeting Reminder for Members & Guests
Our next meeting will be held in person and via Zoom on Tuesday, February 15th 
at 11:30 am, the board meeting will be held immediately before at 10:30 am. An 
Email will be sent out with meeting details by Monday, February 14th.
If you are planning to join us in person and have lunch, you MUST RSVP by Friday 
February 11th to Beth at beth.butchino@uss.salvationarmy.org. 

Boys and Girls Club
February is just around the corner and it seems like Christmas was just yesterday. The Boys 
& Girls Clubs continue to be in session, working each day. There is never a dull moment! In 
December, we celebrated with homemade Christmas cookies and crafts. In January, it was back to 
school and getting back in the grove of homework, which brings me to tutoring the kids. We are in 
need of tutoring at all locations and especially Dillehay. Please, if you can spare anytime at all, this 
would be a blessing to the kids and staff at the clubs. Also, if interested in bringing in a craft for the 
kids, that would be appreciated. Please contact me for further information. The photos below are of 
the ladies who volunteered for the Christmas craft event at Booth Commons and the sweet thank 
you notes from the children who participated. 

This Valentine’s Day we will not be providing homemade cupcakes due to safety concerns. We 
will be sending store bought instead. Thank you to everyone who offered to make them and I look 
forward to asking our bakers for their delicious homemade cupcakes again in the near future.  

Rosella Bergen



Scholarship Committee
Even though omicron prevented scholarship committee members from visiting the Boys & Girls 
Clubs to speak with high school seniors about scholarship possibilities, Ed Boyce was kind 
enough to videotape a presentation that was sent out to unit directors two weeks ago. Students 
were able to get information about the purpose of our program and the application process. There 
are approximately six seniors interested in funding; we have already received two applications via 
email. The deadline for applying is March 31st. In April, we will begin the interview process which 
we hope will be in person. For the last two years our interviews have been conducted by phone or 
through Zoom. 

As many of you know, in the past, our scholarships have been possible because of our annual 
fundraisers. The committee feels very blessed to have received endowments from foundations 
and individuals to cover the scholarship costs for our current students. If you want to contribute 
any amount through a SAWA monthly contribution, please let me or Diane Thomas know so that 
we can help you set up that payment plan. 

Diane Minsker

Danielle Souare, a sophomore at NC A&T, was recently accepted into the 
Honors Program. Congratulations, Danielle!

 - John 3:18

ARC Update
Thanks to everyone for all of your help in sorting jewelry this past year. We were unable to do 
sorting in January because of the virus but we have received approal to resume in February. 
Please join us on the second and fourth Tuesdays between 10:30 and 1:00. Hope to see many of 
you on Tuesday, February 8th. 

Thanks, Becky



Birthdays
Please wish the following members a very Happy Birthday
and a blessed day! 

JoAnn Doyle     Feb. 1
Marian Yandle    Feb. 4
Charlotte Dunn    Feb.  6
Margaret Stephenson   Feb. 18
Betty Chillcott    Feb. 22
Judy Gruebmeyer    Feb. 24

Happy Birthday

Fundraising
As we start off the new year, we – as well as many across our community – have faced 
challenges, from the ongoing impacts of COVID-19 to the freezing temperatures, snow and 
ice. It’s easy to be discouraged. But, it always lifts my spirits when I remind myself that I have a 
purpose, blessed by God. When I am low, I think about the opportunities we have to support our 
community. I think about all of the college students attending school on SAWA scholarships and 
working hard to achieve their dreams. I think about the opportunities we have to stand beside 
them as they make a difference in their families and communities. I remind myself that the 
SAWA has, for years, supported the funding of a social worker for the Pathway of Hope program. 
Through this program, families are able to move beyond homelessness, become self-sustaining 
and find hope. We have an amazing opportunity to be a part of this life-changing work. This is 
truly a divine purpose. SAWA gets to play an important part in the work of The Salvation Army in 
Charlotte, and I thank God for that.

We absolutely have to be able to sustain our work through fundraising. Every time I begin to look 
at possibilities for fundraising, COVID-19 intervenes. Some organizations are beginning to have 
luncheons and events, but they are looking for opportunities from members and are increasing 
prices for meals. This hardly seems like us, and this is not the time for a luncheon, in my opinion. 

I am talking to different groups about partnerships that would be of benefit. My question for the 
membership is this: do you have any ideas that might work for fundraising in today’s atmosphere? 
We can always go back to our benefactors, but most of all we need to hear from all of you about 
possible opportunities for fundraising. We need you to work with us on this endeavor. Would you 
please send any ideas to me at bksrorie@gmail.com. I look forward to some ideas with great 
promise. Thanks for your consideration for being a part of our future success.

By the way, the sun is shining beautifully and God is still on His throne in heaven. What could be 
better?

Keep on smiling,
Brenda Rorie


