
Safety and stability are key at the Red Shield Family Center.  Childcare 
is one of the biggest challenges families face during their summer 
residency at the homeless shelter.

“School is out, the temperature is high, and these families come to 
us because they have no where else to go,” says Joanna Gonzalez, 
Social Service Case Worker.

“Busy kids are happy kids,” says Major Eloisa Estrada, Commanding 
Officer.  The summer program is a significant benefit for families at 
the shelter; a structured and positive environment keeps kids active 
and safe while at the same time giving them the opportunity to learn 
about building relationships with other children and the world 
around them.  

The day center is programmed with activities for kids that engage 
and inform.  Children get a fresh perspective on life as they meet 
new friends and discover new activities.

This summer, the kids enjoyed a variety of field trips: Clardy Fox 
Library, El Paso Zoo, and Camp Cohen Water Park.  Daily activities 
include arts and crafts, educational projects, and outdoor recreation.

The shelter playground, renovated during the height of the 
pandemic, was first used this summer once the day center reopened. 

The Salvation Army gives kids and families a chance at a better life.  
Visit our website at southernusa.salvationarmy.org/elpaso to learn 
more about how you can help your neighbors in need.
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"ABOVE ALL, LOVE.”  — 1 PETER 4:8
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LOVE BEYOND

The Red Shield Family Center 
provided 64 hours of child 
programming in June 2022.
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SUMMER AT THE RED SHIELD FAMILY CENTER
A PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN AT THE HOMELESS SHELTER



EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
ENRIQUE PACHECO, KITCHEN SUPERVISOR

Chef  Enr ique  “Hank”  P acheco Jr  

s tarted w orking  for  The  Sa lvat ion  A rmy 

in  February  2022 .   He  prev ious ly  

w orked in  the  hos p ita l  s ector for  9  

years  as  Execut ive  Chef/Food Serv ice  

Director .   He ’s  catered the  E l  P aso 

Street  Fes t iva l  V IP  at  the  A braham 

Chaves  Theater  for  500 people .

W ith  more  than 40 years ’  exper ience  in  

food s erv ice  management ,  Chef  Hank is  

g lad  to  be  part  of  a  bus y  team 

prepar ing  and s erv ing  meals  for  the  

homeles s  s he lter ,  the  s oup kitchen ,  the  

migrant  s he lter ,  s ummer  day camp,  as  

w ell  as  homeles s  ind iv idua ls  and 

famil ies  in  quarant ine  due  to  COVID - 19 .

“ I  en joy  w orking  here ,  know ing that  w e  

are  do ing  good w ork and he lp ing  

people  get  back on the ir  feet , ”  s ays  

Chef  Hank .   “We don’t know everything 

that is  happening in their  l ives , but  we 

know they count on The Salvation A rmy 

for  help.”

Project: Casa del Refugiado, Migrant Shelter 

It’s been 16 months since The Salvation Army began preparing and serving meals for the 

migrant shelter Casa del Refugiado.  “What many don’t realize is that we are also serving 

meals for the volunteers there,” says Project Manager Lorine Villa.  These volunteers 

come from out of town and stay at Casa del Refugiado during their term of service.

Project: Homeless Quarantined in Local Hotels

Homeless shelters have additional safety precautions since the start of the pandemic.  

Shelter clients and incoming refugees are regularly tested for COVID-19.  Those that test 

positive spend their quarantine in local participating hotels.  The Salvation Army provides 

three meals every day to homeless families and individuals in quarantine.

Project: COVID-19 Shelters

Before the migrant shelter, The Salvation Army was also providing meals for two city 

shelters that had been opened in response to the COVID-19 pandemic: Delta Haven and 

Welcome Center.  These operated as general overflow shelters, helping to limit the 

spread of the virus.  The Salvation Army prepared three daily meals at both shelters 

every other day.

Year-Round Service: Red Shield Family Center, Homeless Shelter

Regardless of any emergency or additional meal programs, The Salvation Army 

continues to provide three meals each day for shelter residents.

Year-Round Service: Soup Kitchen

The Soup Kitchen provides a hot supper every evening to anyone in need in the 

community.  During COVID-19 peaks, these meals were served to-go, but the Soup 

Kitchen is open for traditional sit-down dinners this summer, offering a nice respite from 

the heat.

BEHIND THE SALVATION ARMY K ITCHEN
2 YEARS OF CRISIS MODE: THIS TEAM HAS BEEN THERE FROM THE START

THE HOLIDAYS

LOVE BEYOND

Volunteers from The Steven A. Cohen 
Military Family Clinic prepared 
sandwiches for their day of service.
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GRADUATION & AWARDS

Fifteen students graduated from The 

Salvation Army’s 4th Annual Summer 

Music Camp on Sunday, July 10.  

Although this free four-week program was 

the first introduction to music theory and 

performance for several students, 

beginner and intermediate musicians all 

shared the same goal: to perform together 

at graduation.

The students performed five musical 

selections.  Their brass selection “Ode to 

Joy” was the highlight of the event, 

showing just how much the students had 

improved as brass lessons were generally 

acknowledged as the most challenging.  

They also performed hand bells and two 

choir selections.

The event was a true celebration of music 

with multiple ensemble and solo 

performances.

“This isn’t just a summer camp,” says 

Jessica Porter, Music Camp Director.  “It 

is a demanding educational program.  The 

kids have been studying and practicing 

for four weeks during their summer 

vacation, so it’s important to recognize 

their hard work.”  

All students were recognized with their 

graduation certificate and their medal.  

Additionally, four top students were 

awarded trophies for outstanding work in 

brass band, choir, hand bells, and music 

theory.

“We’ve seen music education make a big 

difference for children,” says Major 

Floiran Estrada, Commanding Officer.  

“They develop essential skills and build 

discipline, but music lessons can be too 

expensive for many.  That’s why we offer 

this program completely free.” 

A Note-Worthy Event: 15 Campers Hit All the Right Notes 
at Music Celebration at The Salvation Army Citadel

TOP FOUR WINNERS

Brass Band
Jazmyn Zuniga

Choir
Ahtziri Rivera

Hand Bells
Julian Gonzalez

Music Theory
Zeanney Zuniga



MUSICMINISTRY IN THE SALVATIONARMY

The 4th Annual Summer Music Camp ran for 
four weeks from June 13 through July 8.

Although the music camp has concluded, 
The Salvation Army in El Paso continues its 
music ministry throughout the year.

The Praise & Worship team plays every 
Sunday and performs in both English and 
Spanish.

The Citadel Brass Band, a small ensemble of 
six members, accompanies worship every 
Sunday and plays Christmas carols at Sam’s 
Club during the Red Kettle Campaign

Bandmaster Hector Martinez volunteers 
every week to teach beginner band, guiding 
the next generation of Salvation Army 
musicians in the borderland.

The Salvation Army, 4300 East Paisano Drive, El Paso, Texas 79905

Majors Floiran & Eloisa Estrada, Commanding Officers

SINCE 1898
SERVING THE SUN CITY


