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The Salvation Army hosted its annual drive-thru Thanksgiving 

Community Lunch, providing 638 traditional Thanksgiving meals.

“Cars were lining up around the block, and we provided more 

holiday meals than ever,” says Brenda Sanchez, Special Events 

and Volunteer Coordinator.  Volunteers included Team Red, 

White, and Blue; Girls Scouts Troop 61229; Workforce Solutions 

Borderplex; and many more.

The Salvation Army also had a second Thanksgiving project –

sharing the Thanksgiving experience with migrants at the County 

Processing Center.  400 turkey meals were provided for 

migrants!

“It’s Thanksgiving – a time for gratitude and reflection,” says 

Project Manager Lorine Villa.  “The team has been preparing 

turkeys and holiday staples for days and days, and we’re 

grateful for the opportunity to help those in need of  a 

Thanksgiving experience.”
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MONTHLY IMPACT R EPORT
O C T O B E R 1  – O C T O B E R 3 1

NIGHTS OF SHELTER

1,542

TOTAL MEALS

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

13,076

$26,327

VOLUNTEER HOURS

652

THE SALVATION ARMY SURPASSES

PREVIOUS RECORD, PROVIDES MORE
THAN 1,000 THANKSGIVING MEALS,
SHARES THANKSGIVING EXPERIENCE WITH EL PASOANS AT DRIVE-
THRU AND MIGRANTS AT THE COUNTY PROCESSING CENTER



NJHS Students at Hornedo Middle School collectively 

contribute hundreds of volunteer hours to the El Paso 

community. During the pandemic, their traditional bell ringing 

efforts went from in-person volunteering to virtual.

Each year, more groups sign up for virtual volunteer work than 

before. “The Virtual Red Kettle makes it easy for people to set 

up their own virtual kettles from the comfort of their homes,” 

says Jessica Porter, Program Coordinator.  “You set your 

fundraising goal; share the link to your kettle with friends, 

family, and work colleagues; and invite them to donate.” 

L O V E  B E Y O N D  

V E T E R A N ’ S  D A Y :  T H E  

S A L V A T I O N  A R M Y  

S E R V E S  T H O S E  W H O  

S E R V E  U S
Victor Franco, veteran of  the United 

States army, came to The Salvation 

Army during a dif f icult t ime of  his  l ife .   

His  w ife and two premature twin babies 

were f ighting for their l ives in a hospital 

in another country.   His  family received 

a humanitarian permit in order to 

receive treatment at  a hospital in the 

United States.

“The f irst hospital wasn’t able to provide 

the care they needed, so that’s why they 

came to the United States,” explains 

Elizabeth Tapia ,  Social Service 

Supervisor.   “His  l iv ing s ituation 

changed overnight,  and he had extremely 

high hospital debt.”

Victor s tayed at  The Salvation Army 

shelter while  his  family was in the 

hospital.   As a United States veteran,  

Victor qualif ied for  rehousing through 

the Texas  Veterans Commission grant.  

His  w ife and twin babies were recently 

released from the hospital in good 

health, and now the family is  l iv ing in an 

apartment in El Paso.
VIRTUAL VOLUNTEERING

HOW IT WORKS

✓ CUSTOMIZE YOUR KETTLE
We will customize a Red Kettle just for you that includes your 
logo and a paragraph explaining why you support The 
Salvation Army.

✓ SHARE THE LINK
Then you can send the link to customers, employees, and 
others providing them an opportunity to support their 
neighbors in need right from their laptop or phone.  

✓ DONATE AND RING THE BELL
When someone donates to your virtual Red Kettle, they will 
hear the sound of that familiar bell ringing! This gives the 
donor a similar experience to when they drop their change 
into a physical Red Kettle.

HORNEDO MIDDLE SCHOOL NATIONAL JUNIOR

HONOR SOCIETY VOLUNTEERS FOR VIRTUAL

RED KETTLE THIRD YEAR IN A ROW!
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Christmas Starts Early!
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STUFF THE TRUCK:
7 YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL DONATION

DRIVES AT BARNETT HARLEY-DAVIDSON

On Saturday, November 12, Barnett Harley-Davidson hosted the semi-
annual STUFF THE TRUCK donation drive in partnership with The 
Salvation Army.  Cars lined up to donate.

The donation drive collects clothing, household goods, and furniture.  
“We always see a great response from the community at this event,”
says Peter Jordan, Family Store Operations Manager.  A turkey was 
provided to the first 400 donors, and there were more than 700 donors 
total!

19,577 pounds were collected in donations – an estimate of $22,500 in 
donations!  “This was all possible because of the generosity of sponsors 
and volunteers who supported the event,” says Peter.

The tradition of the Red Kettle has continued 

growing and transforming since its humble 

beginnings in 1891 when a Salvation Army officer 

used a crab pot to collect funds in San Fransisco.

Miniature countertop kettles are also supported by 

community partners helping to raise funds for The 

Salvation Army.  On November 17, 2022, Raiz

Federal Credit Union was awarded first place for the 

2021 Christmas Countertop Kettle Campaign.  

Wyndham El Paso Airport and Hyatt Place won 

second and third place.

Their leadership in the Countertop Kettle Campaign 

paved the way for other local businesses – and 6 

new partners joined the campaigned that same day.

PARTNERING FOR GOOD: RAIZ FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION WINS FIRST PLACE FOR
CHRISTMAS COUNTERTOP KETTLE!



Jorge Arrellano arrived to the United 

States as a young child with his mother 

and siblings.  They didn’t have any place to 

go, and a kind stranger brought them to 

The Salvation Army shelter.

Their first major experience in El Paso was 

that this was a community that believed in 

helping others.  26 years later, Jorge 

returns to The Salvation Army – this time 

as an employee.  As a shelter monitor, he 

will be ready to welcome his neighbors in 

need as they seek assistance.

The Salvation Army, an 
international movement, is an 
evangelical part of the 
universal Christian church.  
Its message is based on the 
Bible.  Its ministry is 
motivated by the love of 
God.  Its mission is to preach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and to meet human needs in 
His name without 
discrimination.

The Salvation Army annually 
helps more than 25 million 
Americans overcome poverty, 
addiction, and economic 
hardships through a range of 
social services.  By providing 
food for the hungry, 
emergency relief for disaster 
survivors, rehabilitation for 
those suffering from drug 
and alcohol abuse, and 
clothing and shelter for 
people in need, The 
Salvation Army is doing the 
most good at 7,200 centers 
of operation around the 
country.  

In 2021, The Salvation Army 
was ranked No. 2 on the list 
of “America’s Favorite 
Charities” by The Chronicle 
of Philanthropy.

ABOUTUS

YOU CAN JOIN THE RED KETTLE CAMPAIGN!
CONSIDER PARTNERING WITH THE SALVATION ARMY DURING THE

CHRISTMAS SEASON BECAUSE….

WELCOMING

JORGE ARELLANO
TO THE TEAM

✓ All donations stay in the community where they are 
raised.

✓ The need is more significant now than ever before.

✓ Your support will help to fund programs year-
round, not just at the holidays.

✓ You can start or continue a meaningful holiday 
tradition for you, your family, or your company.

✓ You’ll be part of an iconic campaign that helps 
millions of people each year across the county.
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