
President’s Message
Summer Greetings! I hope everyone is enjoying their summer and will be 
energized in September. We have many exciting events this year. I took over as 
your President on June 1st, so this job is new to me. I am excited to get started 
and building our organization, bringing in new members and new ideas. I look 
forward to presenting our committees and their chairs serving the next two years 
at our first meeting.

I am honored to present our new slate of officers: Vice President: Brenda Rorie, 
Secretary: Susan Castle, and Treasurer: Diane Thomas. We have an exceptional 
board of experienced ladies to lead our organization. I am privileged to walk 
beside them.

Jen Adkins, our Past President, has done an outstanding job of leading our 
Auxiliary the last two years. She, along with Brenda Rorie, brilliantly led a very 
successful resale event on June 4th. This was a monumental task that they 
undertook, devoting much time and energy to the auxiliary to surpass our goal. 
The committee did an amazing job. We had many that worked to serve those 
less fortunate.  

We will be meeting at Salvation Army Area Command on Wednesday, July 27th 
from 10 a.m.-noon. We will be hand addressing letters to past donors (as we 
generally do in the Spring) and will add any new donors to our list on this day. 
Our members can enjoy the camaraderie of being together. If time permits, we 
will have the opportunity to work with Jill Adams and write thank you notes.You 
may take the cards home to write as well. Please consider joining us for fun, 
fellowship, and a little work. I will happily provide blueberry muffins, hope to see 
you there!

Otherwise, please join us at our first meeting on Tuesday, September 20th at 
11:30 a.m., at Salvation Army Area Command, located at 4015 Stuart Andrew 
Blvd. Please bring a friend or friends to join us. Until then stay healthy, safe, and 
full of joy.
Gratefully,
Rosella,     
President 2022-2024
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Scholarship Committee Cookout
Internships…summer school…summer jobs…hamburgers and hot dogs…
baked beans and fellowship. All these activities can describe summertime for 
our scholarship students. As expected, these young adults have kept busy 
during their summer break. Even with their busy schedules nine students and 
eight parents attended the annual scholarship committee cookout on July 16th.  

The twelve committee members who met with their mentees included 
Charlotte Dunn, Gail Card, Jackie Jenkins, Dana Vaden, Diann Back, Pete 
Bergen, Connie Liles, Ynez Olshausen, Jennifer Moore, Diana Rainey, Judy 
Gruebmeyer, and Diane Minsker. According to Diane, “we owe this program to 
committee members Charlotte Dunn and Gail Card who in 2002 saw a need 
to assist young people who had academic goals but limited means to achieve 
them.” This 20-year-old SAWA program is supporting fourteen former Boys & 
Girls Club members for the 2022-2023 school year. This is the largest group 
we have had in any given year. While most mentors keep in touch with their 
mentee through emails or texts (students’ preferred means of communication), 
Dana Vaden commented that “having the opportunity to meet students 
with their parents, to talk to mentees, and to socialize with other committee 
members sets a foundation for a more open communication during the coming 
school year.” 

The cookout also provided an opportunity to welcome back former scholarship 
recipient Dr. Jamine Ifedi and his fiancé Dawn Gillespie who spoke with the 
college students about their professional goals, encouraging them to stay 
focused and to see themselves as disciples of Christ, living their daily lives 
according to His word. At the event, Benjamin and Yvonne Moore presented 
the scholarship committee with a $4,000 check, their third annual contribution 
to the Philip A. Moore Scholarship Fund in memory of their son. We 
appreciate the students’ parents who chose to attend:  Eric and Jontilla 
Coe (Eryn), Pernell Torrence and Shaletha Hall (Xavier), Benjamin 
and Yvonne Moore (Faith), Charles Higgins (Brooke) and Shaunde 
Westbrook (Shanekque) and also Keziah Taylor’s sister Kaylani Dejesus. 

We are also very grateful to Joe and Sally Williamson who joined us 
for lunch and interacted with the committee members and students. 
Through his nonprofit organization, TECHNOLOGY AS NEEDED, Joe 
has provided laptops to SAWA scholarship students since 2011. At the 
cookout, Joe gifted six computers and five printers to very appreciative 
college students. Bless you, Joe, for your generosity to our students and 
the 6,700 students around the world you have provided computers to.
    
Diane Minsker

Benjamin and 
Yvonne Moore

BACK: Charlotte Dunn, Jackie Jenkins, Ynez 
Olshausen, Jennifer Moore, and Diann Back. 
FRONT: Dana Vaden and Diana Rainey

TOP ROW, L-R: Eryn Coe, 
Kiera Carlton
SECOND ROW, L-R: 
Paradise Jones, Shanekque 
Allison, Keziah Taylor 
BOTTOM ROW, L-R: Jamine 
Ifedi, Xavier Hall, Brooke 
Higgins, Jacoby Simmons

Diane Minsker with Kiera 
Carlton (L) and Eryn Coe (R)

Jennifer Moore 
and Pete Bergen



Scholarship Student update
“All in the family” is a familiar phrase and one that is encouraging to members of the scholarship 
committee. Knowing that there are younger siblings who follow in the footsteps of older brothers 
and sisters makes one feel that family goals are being achieved and values are being passed down 
through the years. The Ifedi family can boast about four college graduates, three of whom earned 
master’s degrees and one who became a dentist.  

This year the Felton family will see their second son, Bayla, receive a SAWA scholarship which 
will help fund his education at Elizabeth City State University. Bayla met with his mentor, Jackie 
Jenkins, in June to discuss his plans to study aviation science. Bayla is following in the footsteps of 
his older brother, Tavarius, who graduated from North Carolina Central University with a degree in 
Communications in 2018. In 2019, Tavarius received a master’s degree in instructional technology 
with a fifth year of scholarship money. Currently, Tavarius works 
fulltime for the NC Department of Health and Human Services 
and also teaches courses for two community colleges in Raleigh 
where he now lives. 

Every auxiliary member can share the sense of accomplishment 
when students attain their career goals after pursuing a degree.  
At the July 16th cookout, current mentors were able to meet 
with present recipients and reconnect with previous students 
who received encouragement and financial support from SAWA. 
Several college graduates have admitted that knowing that the 
Boys & Girls Club staff and auxiliary members believed in them 
helped them to achieve the goals they set for themselves as 
teenagers.

Diane Minsker 

MembershipReminder 
This is your friendly reminder that all membership fees for 2022 - 2023 are due by 
September 30th. The membership form is enclosed for those who haven’t already paid 
(members who joined after March 30th are considered paid for the upcoming year). Please 
read ALL information on the application form as there have been some important changes. 
There is a new membership option, membership fees have increased, and the level of 
expected involvment for each type of membership is clearly explained. Completing the 
application is important so that we can make sure we have your correct membership status, 
and updated address and contact info. You can either mail the form back, drop it off at Area 
Command, or bring it to our next meeting on September 20th. 

Since the last two years have been difficult for many, we understand why some haven’t 
rejoined or participated in activities but we hope you will feel moved to rejoin and become 
active again this coming year. We have truly missed those that have been absent and hope 
to see you at an upcoming meeting or volunteer activity! If you have been away for a while, 
please expect a call from one of our membership chairs - Jennifer Moore or Dana Vaden - to 
check on you and confirm your status as an auxiliary member. If you choose not to rejoin, 
please let Beth or one of the membership chairs know so you can be removed.



Member Birthdays
Please join me in wishing the following ladies a Happy Birthday and 
blessed day! 
Carolyn Ginyard July 4
Janet Muchnicki July 8
Suzanne Duncan July 12
Dee Fulton  July 19
Susan Jones  July 23
Chris Riddle  July 30
Jeri Williamson July 31
Abby Schoff  Aug. 1
Anita Mobley  Aug. 4

Jean Prince  Aug. 6
Becky Herring Aug. 13
Diane Miller  Aug. 16
Kim Franceschi Aug. 17
Donna Mauerhan Aug. 20
Linda Smith  Aug. 20
Rosella Bergen Aug. 22
Jackie Pace  Aug. 22

Fundraising Update
Congratulations to all who participated in our ReSale Extravaganza. What we accomplished
together was amazing. This was our third fundraiser since Covid disrupted our lives and limited our
fundraising options. Our goal this year was to continue pursuing foundations to fund scholarships 
and to supplement that with proceeds from our fundraising efforts. We have been blessed with 
two fully funded scholarships from the Withrow Foundation and from the Nichols family. What an 
incredible blessing these donors are to our mission.

Brenda and I prayed our fundraising efforts this year would meet multiple goals: 1) raise funds for
our programs, 2) give members a chance to get involved in a project, 3) bless the community with
high quality bargains in financially stressed times. God, as always, surpassed our wildest dreams!
Thanks to all who donated, picked up, or stored items. A special shout out to Diane Minsker,
who gave us her home and garage for months. We are so blessed to have her as a SAWA leader.
With just a handful of members pricing and sorting, God supplied friends and family of members 
to help us and several are now SAWA members. When it came time for the sale the ladies of the 
auxiliary showed up to work, shop, and donate! Though we didn’t have the masses we thought 
would shop, those who shopped bought masses. Still we had so many wonderful items left we 
were able to donate several truck loads to the ARC. Wow! We also saved a few special items to 
sell on eBay and have already made $600 through online sales so we aren’t finished yet. Stay 
tuned for updates! Below are just a few of the photos taken at the event.

Scholarship Funding: $20,000
The total Extravaganza Sales and donations to date including our vanity sales is: $15,405

Congratulations ladies, it has been wonderful to get to know and work with such an incredible 
group of women.

Jen   Matthew 18:20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them


