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2020 Fall Festival at The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club of Texas City

2020 CHRISTMAS SPONSORS

christmas vehicles
Cook Ford in Texas City is providing the use of four 
vehicles to !e Salvation Army for their 2020 Red Kettle 
campaign. Owner Kedge Cook says, “We have been 
blessed at Cook Ford, and it is the responsibility of those 
who have received much to give back to the community. 
We are happy to partner with The Salvation Army in 
this effort.”
In addition, Cook Ford will host a Kettle Kick-o" event 
at the dealership on Friday, November 20 at 11:30 am. 
Friends of !e Salvation Army are invited to come by for 
a ribbon cutting and to celebrate the start of the season. 
Major Nathanael Doria said, “It is hard to adequately 
express how grateful we are for this wonderful donation. 
We have a small fleet of vehicles which are already in use 
for our current programs. This gift will make it easier for 
us to manage the campaign."

christmas warehouse
Every year, !e Salvation Army searches out warehouse 
space to store, sort and distribute toys collected during 
the Angel Tree campaign. It takes a lot of extra space 
to ensure that children get the proper toys in a timely 
way. Because !e Salvation Army uses all its space for 
programs year-round, there is not enough room to take 
on this Christmas e"ort to provide toys for children 12 
years and under in Galveston County. 

Jerome Karam of the Mainland City Centre donated 
the last available space in the property for the use of 
!e Salvation Army’s Christmas activities. “I have been 
in many Angel Tree warehouses in my life,” said Major 
Nathanael Doria of !e Salvation Army. “This one is 
by far the best and most beautiful one that we have had 
the privilege of working in. We are very grateful to the 
Mainland City Centre for making this possible.”



Happy
Thanksgiving

C#$%&-'( has changed the way Americans celebrate holidays, including 
!anksgiving. Due to social distancing restrictions, !e Salvation Army is 
unable to open its facility to the public for a community gathering as it has done 
in the past. However, there is still help available for those without food for a 
!anksgiving meal. 

In Galveston, a traditional !anksgiving lunch and dinner will be served to 
residents of the shelter at noon and at 5:00 pm in the dining room at the Center 
of Hope. Grab-and-go meals will be available to the public for both meals and 
will be served o" the front porch by the administrative o)ce at 601 51st. Street. 
!e canteen will take up to 300 meals to Texas City and serve hot grab-and-go 
!anksgiving meals from the parking lot of the Galveston County Food Bank o" 
6th Street beginning at 11:00 am.  At noon, the canteen will move to Walmart in 
LaMarque with grab-and-go meals for the homeless in the area. 

Volunteer opportunities for this e"ort are *lled, with no more available. 

!ank you to Shipley Donuts in Galveston and many individuals for supporting 
this community event. 

"!et them "ive thanks to the !ord for his 
unfailing #ove and his wonderful deeds 
for mankind, for he satis$es the thirsty 
and $lls the hungry with "ood things."

Psalm 107:8-9

Families have come by the hundreds 
to sign their children up for gifts 
for Christmas. !e Salvation 
Army has been *nding sponsors 
to buy toys for children for many 
years, knowing the parents will 
sometimes forgo paying bills in 
order to provide gifts for their kids. 
“This is a way that we help alleviate 
the stress of living close to the edge,” 
says Melanie !ornton-Lewis, 
Director of Social Services for 
!e Salvation Army of Galveston 
County. “Especially in hard-times, 
like during this current pandemic, 
people need a little help now and 
then.” 
!e angel tags are available for 
“adoption” by the community 
at Walmart stores in Galveston 
County, including the Walmart 
Neighborhood Market. Angel 
tags can also be picked up at !e 
Salvation Army locations at 4801 
Emmett F. Lowry Expressway in 
Texas City or 601 51st. Street in 
Galveston.  Call 409-763-1691with 
questions or to make arrangements 
for group adoptions. 

For those who are not comfortable 
going out to shop, or just do 
not have the time, Walmart has 
provided a gift registry called 
Registry for Good. You can *nd it 
on Walmart.com. Purchase toys, 
clothing, gift cards and books that 
are age appropriate and have them 
shipped right to !e Salvation 
Army. Volunteers will sort through 
the toys and match them up to a 
child with a similar request. 



success story volunteer red kettle

P+,-.+ has found a new life at 
the age of 57. In her younger days, 
she got involved with drugs to the 
point that she was homeless for 
the *rst time by age 28. When 
she discovered she was pregnant a 
couple of years later, she decided to 
go into treatment. 

!is began nearly 30 years of 
cycling between sobriety and 
relapse, sometimes ending in jail 
time. A car accident led Pamela 
to seek sobriety again. Left with 
brain trauma, severe memory loss 
and partial paralysis on her left 
side, she was in the Moody Neuro 
Rehabilitation institute for more 
than six months. 

She came to the Center of 
Hope looking for a permanent 
and peaceful alternative to her 
tumultuous life. Pamela began 
working with the case manager and 
started working on her goal to *nd 
her own a"ordable housing. 

Pamela got connected to the 
Galveston Housing Department 
and got accepted into their 
program. She now has her own 
apartment and a plan to maintain 
it. She happily moved in after only 
30 days in the emergency shelter. 
Pamela will be ringing the bell for 
the Red Kettle Campaign this year 
to help build up income. Pamela 
advises others to “take a look at 
your life and be honest.” 

T/+0% serves as president of the 
Women’s Auxiliary. Before her 
term was interrupted by the corona 
virus, she put together an amazing 
team who planned a one-of-a-kind 
style show that is growing bigger as 
it waits for its new date of January 
27, 2021. 

Traci *rst got involved with !e 
Salvation Army in 2017 when 
she joined American National 
Insurance Company as the Senior 
Employee Experience Specialist 
in Community Relations.  She 
was instrumental in starting a 
volunteer program that has been 
transformational for many of the 
non-pro*ts in the community. 

Traci and her husband, Clay have 
two amazing children named 
Lillian (8) and Corbin (6). Lillian 
and Corbin are 6th generation 
BOIs (born on island). She says 
Clay is a wonderfully supportive 
husband who has been by her side 
for eight  and a half years.  

Traci got involved with !e 
Salvation Army because she wanted 
to learn more about the community.  
She continues to serve because she 
wants to do the most good in her 
community. She says the Women’s 
Auxiliary is an amazing group with 
some amazing women that she 
loves working with. She hopes to 
continue to learn more and more 
every year. 

!e tradition of the Red Kettle 
started in San Francisco in 1891, 
the same year !e Salvation Army 
started in Galveston. Captain 
Joseph McFee was concerned for 
the many poor who were hungry, 
and he put an iron pot out by the 
ferry to raise funds to help the poor. 

!e story has not changed.  !is 
has been an extra hard year for 
many in our community, some of 
whom have never had to seek help 
before but suddenly *nd themselves 
in need of the most basic elements 
of life. 

Because our work needs to continue, 
we keep the tradition, seeking 
funding to help people during this 
beautiful time of Christmas. !e 
bells and the kettles are part of the 
Christmas season and this year we 
have already started thanks to the 
generosity of retailers who want to 
help #RescueChristmas. We are 
con*dent that Galveston County 
will step up again to support their 
neighbors in need. 

We hope you can join our campaign 
donating at our kettles around our 
county.  For your convenience, you 
may donate online by scanning the 
QR code below.  God bless you!
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2020 fall festival valero benefit for children

boys & girls club new staff

John Baber, Director of Technical Services, Cory Moss, VP & General Manager 
and Linda Gudat-Cordova of Valero presented the good news of the $75,000 
grant from the Valero Bene*t for Children for the new Boys & Girls Club at the 
October Advisory Board meeting of !e Salvation Army. 

!is extraordinary gift was presented despite the cancellation of the Valero Texas 
Open golf tournament. !e Salvation Army is grateful for Valero's commitment 
to the children of the communities they serve. 

!e Salvation Army in Texas City 
opened the grounds on October 
30 and invited in neighborhood 
families to celebrate the coming of 
fall.  More than 140 people came by 
and enjoyed free hot dogs, roasted 
corn, popcorn, cotton candy and 
school supplies provided by the 
generosity of the local community. 

One mother was so thankful as she 
entered the event with her children. 
She said, "Thank you for doing 
this for the families." It was a great 
opportunity for people to come 
together and to become a little 
more familiar with !e Salvation 
Army of Texas City.  We hope to 
be able to o"er a community event 
like this in the Spring with the 
support of our community. 

!e Boys & Girls Club is fully sta"ed now and taking in children from 
surrounding schools for the after-school program. 

Total capacity, due to social distancing guidelines, is only 36. “We are happy 
to be currently serving 20 children from our neighborhood and look forward to 
working with many more in the future” says Doug Smith, Director of the Boys 
and Girls Club. ”We are blessed to be entrusted with the care of these children 
and excited about the impact this program can have on their lives.”


