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THE SALVATION ARMY OF GREATER CHARLOTTE’S “BETTER THE FUTURE” 
CAMPAIGN NEARS $20 MILLION IN PLEDGES & DONATIONS 

 
Recent seven-figure gifts from Mecklenburg County and The Nucor Foundation help 

the organization continue its plans for program growth and facility renovations 
 

Charlotte, N.C. – (Feb. 14, 2023) – Just nine months after its launch, The Salvation Army of Greater 
Charlotte’s “Better the Future” campaign has raised more than $19 million in pledges and donations. 
Officially launched in May of 2022, the “Better the Future” fundraising campaign is a $32 million effort to 
raise support for new programs and services in the community, including renovating and expanding the 
Center of Hope emergency shelter, upfitting its second—and most recent‐‐ shelter, Booth Commons Family 
Center, and expanding several Boys & Girls Club facilities into Neighborhood Centers.  
 
 “Charlotte is a generous community,” said Major Todd Mason, Area Commander for The Salvation Army of 
Greater Charlotte. “We’ve been overwhelmed by the support of so many individuals and corporations, as 
well as our government partners. These commitments allow us to move forward on critical plans to better 
serve the families in most need.” 
 
Renovation plans are already underway at Booth Commons 
Family Center, the extended stay hotel The Salvation Army 
was able to purchase last year. This facility, already serving  
in‐tact families experiencing homelessness, will ultimately 
provide space for 100 families at a time in individual  
efficiency units. The Salvation Army is also beginning the 
plans for renovation at the Center of Hope to allow for more 
programming space and additional extreme weather shelter 
accommodations.  
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The campaign, which is years in the making, began in a silent phase in the summer of 2021. The public 
launch took place in May 2022, with commitments from a number of private foundations, The Salvation 
Army’s local Board of Advisors, businesses and grants.  
 
Most recently, the Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners approved funding of more than $3 
million of American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) funds to go to The Salvation Army for the expansion of 
the Center of Hope shelter and ongoing funding of staff. 
 
The Nucor Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Charlotte‐based steel and steel products company Nucor, 
recently committed $1 million to the campaign. 
 
“We are proud to support the Salvation Army’s ‘Better the Future Campaign.’ At Nucor, our most important 
cultural value is safety, and this campaign is about the safety and well‐being of our neighbors in the 
Charlotte community who lack housing or struggle with substance use disorders,” said Leon Topalian, Chair, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of Nucor Corporation. “The money raised through this campaign will 
allow The Salvation Army to expand their housing and rehabilitation services to reach even more people in 
need of the help and support they provide.”  
 
In addition to the renovations and improvements to shelters, the campaign will also bring additional 
programs to The Salvation Army’s Adult Rehabilitation Center and help create Neighborhood Centers 
offering programs in targeted communities. 
 
About the “Better the Future” campaign 
The “Better the Future” campaign derives its name from a famous quote from The Salvation Army’s 
international cofounder, Catherine Booth: “If we are to better the future, we must disturb the present.” 
 
“Those words from our cofounder echo through every program we offer. If we want to experience change in 
our community, the status quo isn’t good enough. We have to do more,” added Mason. “The needs in our 
community continue to rise – and experience has shown us than an Army of supporters will also rise to meet 
the challenges of the day.” 
 
The campaign has three major goals: addressing homelessness; building strong communities through 
Neighborhood Centers; and restoring lives by fighting the substance abuse crisis. In addition, the campaign 
includes an operating endowment to help sustain these new programs and facilities. To learn more about 
the campaign, including more details about the campaign goals, visit 
SalvationArmyCharlotte.org/betterthefuture.  
 
About The Salvation Army of Greater Charlotte 
Serving Mecklenburg and Union counties since 1904, The Salvation Army of Greater Charlotte is prepared 
to meet the needs of the community with services ranging from support for those experiencing 
homelessness at the Center of Hope and Booth Commons, housing programs, out‐of‐school youth 
programming at seven Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs, addiction recovery at the Salvation Army Adult 
Rehabilitation Center, Christmas assistance and emergency disaster relief. For more information, please 
visit SalvationArmyCharlotte.org. 
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