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 One thing is certain about 2021: many people will 
experience financial crisis set in motion by the coronavirus 
pandemic. People are starting the new year in debt, behind on 
rent, without jobs or in low-paying jobs to survive. Uncertainty 
and fear rule the day for some families.
 The Salvation Army has been entrusted with funding to 
help families affected by COVID-19 through the support of 
the CoCares ESG Grant. We can offer assistance in 5 areas: 
Homelessness Prevention, Rapid Rehousing, Emergency 
Shelter, Emergency Financial Assistance and Food Assistance.  
 Homelessness Prevention will allow us to help those 

with eviction notices that can be attributed to COVID-19. 
Rapid Rehousing assists those who are already experiencing 
homelessness get into their own place. The Emergency Shelter 
stands ready to house individuals or families while they are going 
through the transition. Emergency Financial Assistance can 
help with utility or rent payment to keep families at their homes 
though the support of Galveston County and United Way of 
Galveston County Mainland.  The food program provides hot 
meals as well as grocery boxes to help families make ends meet.
 The Salvation Army is excited to be able to offer this 
additional assistance in response to COVID-19.

Melanie Thornton-Lewis
Social Services Director

“We are excited to be able to 
offer this additional assistance in 
response to the pandemic” 

PROENERGY EMPLOYEES FROM MISSOURI ADOPTED ANGELS WHILE WORKING ON A TEXAS CITY CONSTRUCTION PROJECT



Red Kettle Campaign: $128,256

 Despite the dire predictions of depressed giving due to the 
effects of the pandemic, Galveston County residents dug deep 
and gave over $128,256.41 to the Red Kettles by Christmas 
Eve, an 8% increase over last year.
 “We were very worried going into the season because all 
the experts were saying that our campaign could be off by as 
much as 50%,” said Major Nathanael Doria. “People are very 
aware of the suffering that others are going through with loss 
of income and sickness. Although the overall campaign goal 
is always 10% of the budget, or $250,000, we have much to 
be thankful for this year. We remain confident that God will 
provide for the work he wants done.”
 We are thankful for the 23 civic groups, businesses and 
individuals volunteered to ring the bell and raised $12,615, or 
10% of the total.

Walmart
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Rotary Club of Galveston $2,630.00
Virani Family $1,650.67
Moody Gardens $1,405.92
Texas First Bank $1,301.67
Salvation Army Advisory Board $833.80
Rotary Club of Texas City $785.31
Galveston Lions Club $755.90
Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary $751.98
Galveston Republican Women $591.27
Rotary Club of Dickinson $574.18
Galveston West Beach Lions Club $569.46

Top 10 Volunteer Bell Ringers of 2020
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ANGEL TREE PROGRAM

 Over one thousand children received gifts through the 
Angel Tree program. It was a particularly challenging year 
due to the effects of the coronavirus.  Volunteers were in short 
supply as most corporations have suspended off-site support 
for their employees, but some individuals stepped in to make 
the distribution process as pleasant as possible for families. 
 For the second year in a row, donors provided funds that 
allowed families to receive a food voucher good at Kroger so 
they could buy food for their Christmas dinner. The Kroger in 
Galveston and in Texas City worked with The Salvation Army 
to administer the program. Funds were provided by State 
Representative Mayes Middleton, Moody Bank, the Rider 
Family Fund in memory of Gail Rider and Kelly Teichman 
in memory of her father, Rudy Teichman.  More than one 
parent was reduced to tears upon seeing the toys given for 

their children and then being presented with the voucher. 
They told of the difficulties they had faced in 2020 with job 
losses or layoffs, sickness and even deaths in the family. One 
man said that “This has been a tough year. Without you guys, 
we probably wouldn’t have made it.” 
 However, the blessings did not all go to the children or even 
the families who registered for help. A local family decided to 
adopt angels instead of exchanging gifts with each other.  One 
of the family members was especially touched by a request she 
saw for a bed. She had grown up in a dysfunctional home and 
rarely had a bed to sleep in as a child. It broke her heart to 
know there was a child like her out there. She bought the bed 
and all the accessories which was received with great joy by 
the family at toy distribution.  At The Salvation Army we are 
always blessed to see God working through our community.
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The Family Store, located at 601 
51st. Street in Galveston has closed 
until further notice. The store 
reopened in June after closing due 
to the pandemic with limited hours 
and staff but never raised enough 
to contribute to the programs of 
The Salvation Army.
As a result, the Family Store is 
not able to accept donations of 
clothing, furniture or housewares 
at this time. The Advisory Board is 
studying options for the future of 
the store.

Justin is a veteran with 16 years of 
service as a Marine. Before coming 
to The Salvation Army, he  was in 
a car accident caused by a seizure 
that led to 6 months of rehab 
and the loss of his job.  A friend 
recommended that he go to the 
Center of Hope in Galveston and 
stay there while looking for work. 
He ultimately secured a job at Jack-
in-the-Box.
While working with the case 
manager, Justin discovered that his 
military service made him eligible 
for housing assistance through the 
Supportive Services for Veterans 
and Families (SSVF) program. As 
he is moving through the approval 
process for that, he is diligently 
saving money and working on a 
plan for success in maintaining his 
future apartment.
“Justin is an example of what 
can happen when a person takes 
advantage of the case management 
that we offer,” says Melanie 
Thornton-Lewis, Director of Social 
Services. “We are happy that we 
were here for him at this time in 
his life and are grateful to all our 
supporters who made sure our 
doors were open.”

Volunteering at the Angel Tree 
was something the Ramos family 
has always wanted to do, but busy 
schedules prevented that. Mom 
Emma believes that things happen 
for a reason so when she lost her job 
due to the pandemic and daughter 
Emily needed volunteer hours 
for her upcoming Confirmation, 
Emma  signed them both up to 
help with toy distribution. 
They were in great demand from 
the first day as they are bi-lingual. 
The next day, Emma brought her 
other children, Eric and Ariana to 
help. 
Emma shared that she grew up in 
a family of 10. Christmas was not 
about opening presents for them. 
It was more about spending time 
with family.  But one year Emma’s 
mother heard about The Salvation 
Army Angel Tree.  She applied and 
the family was adopted.  Emma says 
that was the one year she remembers 
receiving tangible presents as a 
child. She says, “When presented 
the opportunity to volunteer at The 
Angel Tree, I was more than happy 
to participate.  This was a way to 
give other children the joy I felt that 
Christmas many years ago.”

The Women’s Auxiliary has 
announced that due to rising 
numbers of COVID cases, the 
Runway of Hope Style Show is 
rescheduled again to April 2.
Tickets purchased for the 2020 
Show are still good. The event 
has moved to the Galveston 
Convention Center giving ample 
space for social distancing.  
Designer Becky Hollands says, 
“I have faith that this will be a 
fabulous show despite the delays 
due to COVID-19.  I have simply 
had time to work on more designs.” 


