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god’s protection

“ HOPE”  THE TURTLE IS ONE OF FIFTY SPONSORED TURTLES ABOUT TOWN 

Many people ask me how many 
cases of COVID-19 we have had 
since March 2020 in our Emergency 
Shelter.  The answer is zero.   While 
our Social Services staff have been 
diligent cleaning, providing hand 
sanitizer and masks and exercising 
social distancing, we know that it 
is God’s protection that makes the 
difference at The Salvation Army.  
We do not function in our own 
strength or knowledge, we depend 
on God for everything. It’s God who 
has sustained The Salvation Army 
in Galveston County for almost 130 
years.

We are doing everything we can 
to prevent the virus but we know 
that above all, God is the one who 
will protect us. “God is our refuge 
and strength, an ever present help in 
trouble.”  -  Psalm 46:1

Beverly and Cynthia Wander, 
mother and daughter, are volunteers 
at The Salvation Army and long-time 
residents of Galveston. When they 
were presented with an opportunity 
to participate in the popular “Turtles 
About Town” project, they immediately 
saw it as an opportunity to draw 
attention to the work of The Salvation 
Army. 

Turtles About Town is a community 
art project created by Turtle Island 
Restoration Network and Clay Cup 
Studios showcasing the City of 
Galveston and the conservation efforts 
of Turtle Island Restoration Network 
to protect endangered sea turtles on 
the upper Texas coast. Started in 2018, 
this year saw the 50th turtle placed on 
the island. 

Sponsors commission artists to paint a 
giant sea turtle and select the location 
to install it with the understanding that 
the turtle becomes part of a self-guided 
tour for visitors to Galveston. 

Beverly requested the turtle be named 
Hope. Hope the Turtle sits in front 
of the Center of Hope in Galveston, 
displaying the shield of The Salvation 
Army held up by helping hands. Local 
artist Rachel Dillion created the design 
and brought it to life. 

Cynthia and Beverly said, “We loved 
the idea of bringing Hope the Turtle to 
The Salvation Army. It is our wish that 
her presence on the turtle tour brings 
awareness to an organization that is very 
special to our family and reminds everyone 
who sees her of the hope the Salvation 
Army brings to thousands every year.”

The Salvation Army is happy to have 
Hope the Turtle as part of the family 
in Galveston. Says Major Nathanael 
Doria, “We are always encouraged by the 
creativity of our supporters and the special 
ways they give.”  

Major 
Nathanael 
Doria 
Corps 
Officer

Beverly and Cynthia Wander with artist Rachel Dillon

Our gratitude to  
Cynthia and Beverly 

for their gift.



success story meet our staffvolunteers

Ms. Gillis made an unusual entrance 
in Galveston County. She was born 
in the elevator at UTMB. One of 5 
children, she grew up in Hitchcock 
and spent most of her young life 
there. Ironically, she spent 21 years 
working at UTMB in the Sterile 
Process Department. A debilitating 
stroke ended her career in 2000. Now 
she makes her home in Texas City. 

Ms. Gillis was referred to The 
Salvation Army in December 2020 
by George Fuller, Community 
Development Director of Texas 
City. She was living in an apartment 
complex that was unsafe and had 
been condemned. Mr. Fuller had 
approached The Salvation Army for 
help on behalf of seven families who 
were still living in the complex. 

Ms. Gillis initially was angry that she 
had to move. However, she was aware 
of the sewage backing up from time 
to time and her apartment had no 
heat, so for health reasons she started 
looking for a new place. She met 
with the Director of Social Services 
and discussed the relocation process. 
Within two weeks, she found her new 
home at the Terrance Apartments. 
She called Mr. Fuller and thanked 
him for evicting her because she now 
had an apartment with heat. She says 
she is grateful to The Salvation Army 
and the City of Texas City for their 
support of her relocation to a safer 
place.

Brandon Johnson was born in 
Galveston and lived on the island 
most of his life. He was a dedicated 
employee at Popeye’s Chicken for 11 
years until the business was sold. He 
applied for a cooking position at The 
Salvation Army but didn’t think he 
had a chance because all he had ever 
done was fry chicken. 

He was amazed when he was hired 
and he began to learn about cooking 
for large groups. He enjoyed 
working behind the scenes, but he 
was curious about the work of the 
shelter staff. When a position for 
a shelter monitor opened up, he 
applied for it and got it. He really 
enjoyed being able to help in a 
more direct way. After he lost his 
apartment in Hurricane Harvey, 
he ended up staying in the shelter 
for awhile which really gave him a 
different perspective of the people 
he was serving.

Brandon has worked in the kitchen 
and the shelter and is now a full-
time cook. He has learned a lot since 
he came to The Salvation Army in 
2016 and has become a very valuable 
member of the team. He knows that 
you truly can’t judge a book by it’s 
cover, that you really have to look 
within. You have to open your heart 
and mind and look at people from 
the inside out. Brandon and his wife 
now live in Texas City with their 
four children. 

Wayne Madsen serves as Vice-
President of The Salvation Army 
Advisory Board and as Chair of 
the Community Relations and 
Development Committee. He 
brought his family to Galveston 
in 2019 to take a job in Wealth 
Management at Moody Bank 
and quickly got involved in the 
community. 

Wayne was attracted to The 
Salvation Army because he says, 
“I believe Jesus Christ is the hope of 
the world.  I personally have a strong 
heart for the ‘least of these’ (Matt 
25:40).  I can think of no better 
organization that unapologetically 
professes its commitment to the 
Christian faith and manifests said 
commitment in tangible ways by 
meeting real needs of food, shelter, 
clothing, etc.”

Wayne and his wife, Amy have 
been married for 20 years and have 
2 active daughters, Reine who is in 
grade 6 and Channah in grade 3. 
They were married in the snow in 
Chicago in 2001 and are currently 
living the much warmer city of 
Friendswood. Amy is also part of 
the Women’s Auxiliary. Wayne’s 
goal in serving is to use his time, 
treasure and talents to do his little 
part to show the love of God in 
tangible ways by meeting human 
need, whatever that may be in the 
moment. 



partnership in memoryEDS

The Salvation Army is happy to 
be partnering with the Galveston 
County Food Bank to provide another 
site for a mobile food distribution. 
The drive-through distribution will 
be set up at 4801 Emmett F. Lowry 
Expressway on Tuesday, February 23 
at 9:30 am. Volunteers are needed to 
ensure a smooth and safe event.

The mission of the Galveston County 
Food Bank is to provide easy access to 
nutritional food for the economically 
disadvantage, under served 
populations of Galveston County 
through a network of participating 
charitable organizations, focused on 
serving vulnerable populations. This 
goes hand-in-hand with the mission 
of The Salvation Army, which is to 
meet human need in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 

If you can spare a couple of hours 
on that morning, you can be part of 
this food distribution event.  Please 
contact Holly McDonald at 409-
939-9013 or Holly.McDonald@
uss.SalvationArmy.org or visit our 
Volunteer Opportunities by visiting 
our website.

SalvationArmyGalvestonCounty.org

The Salvation Army in Galveston lost 
a treasured friend this past month. 
Long-time cook, Kenny Henrick, 
lost his fight with heart disease on 
January 23 at the VA hospital in 
Houston. 

Kenny served his country proudly as 
a Navy Submariner. He was based 
in Virginia when a tragic accident 
took his wife and two children. His 
life started to unravel and his grief 
sent him running from the area. As 
he traveled, he worked as a server in 
restaurants. Eventually he ended up 
in Galveston and found his way to 
The Salvation Army where he stayed 
in the emergency shelter. 

Kenny was friendly but very private. 
He started volunteering in the 
kitchen and did so well that he was 
offered a job. In taking the position, 
policy required that he move out of 
the shelter and it was at that time 
that Social Services found out that 
he was a veteran and connected him 
with some resources that helped him 
get into an apartment within walking 
distance of his job where he served 
others who were seeking shelter from 
broken lives. Just a few days before 
Kenny went into the hospital for 
the final time, he shared with Major 
Doria that when he lost his family, he 
had no hope. But now he had hope 
and was confident he would see his 
family again. Kenny is missed by his 
many friends in Galveston.

An F-1 tornado struck Texas City 
on January 6, causing damage to the 
Tradewinds Apartments and two 
nearby schools. While 16 families 
were immediately displaced, the 
whole complex was uninhabitable 
pending further inspection and 
families were ordered to evacuate. 
The Salvation Army Emergency 
Disaster Services (EDS) was asked 
to provide food for residents as they 
met with case workers from the 
Red Cross to get hotel vouchers.

“It’s a miracle no one was hurt,” 
says Melanie Thornton-Lewis, 
Director of Social Services for The 
Salvation Army. “We are happy to 
be able to help these families and 
grateful to our donors who always 
provide the resources we need to be 
able to do this type of work in the 
community. We have been able to 
help some families with funding to 
relocate, and  with household items 
for their new place.”

Support was swift for these 
families whose lives were turned 
upside down very suddenly and 
unexpectedly. The Red Cross 
provided shelter for two weeks 
and the Mainland Children’s 
Partnership provided case 
management to help storm victims 
assess their needs. The United Way 
of Galveston County Mainland 
helped coordinate funding and 
resources. 
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January: 
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boys & girls clubcommunity carespecial gift

Paris Franklin was named Youth 
of the Month of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Texas City for the month 
of December. Paris, 8, is a Texas 
City resident and attends Simms 
Elementary.  Congratulations, Paris!

Youth of the Month are boys and 
girls who are chosen based on 
program accomplishments and all 
winners are eligible to compete for 
Youth of the Year for the region, 
state and a national competition.  
Each year, one exceptional Club 
member is selected to be the 
National Youth of the Year. 
Becoming National Youth of the 
Year is an exciting and inspiring 
journey. 

Our program has been growing 
despite the pandemic.  The club 
closed in February for 14 days as a 
precaution  after possible exposure.  
During the closure the facility was 
desinfected to prepare for safe 
reopening.  Our number one goal 
is the safety of the children who 
are entrusted to our care.  The 
Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club 
of Texas City is always in need 
of sponsors who want to provide 
high quality after school care for 
children in our community.  

The Community Care Ministry 
is a volunteer service made up of 
Salvation Army members of all ages 
who reach out to comfort the needy, 
patients in hospitals, seniors who 
are alone, prisoners and people in 
shelters.

The group began in Canada in 
1892 as the “League of Mercy”. The 
name has changed but its objective 
has remained constant to engage in 
caring ministry to the community 
and to respond to spiritual and social 
needs. It always endeavors to follow 
Christ’s direction: “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” (Matthew 25:40 AV).

In Galveston county, Community 
Cares provided 2000 Christmas gifts 
for people in local nursing homes 
and to seniors who receive Meals on 
Wheels. Covid prevents the Army 
from visiting in person, but at least 
some in our community received a gift 
and a Christmas card expressing the 
love of God in a personal way. Gifts 
were assembled by members of the 
Texas City corps and ladies staying in 
the shelter in Galveston who wanted 
to give back out of gratitude for what 
they had received.  

The Moody Endowment has 
committed to a gift of $100,000 to 
The Salvation Army in Galveston 
County in support of operating 
and capital needs in its Galveston 
and Texas City locations. “We 
are so thankful that the Moody 
Endowment is willing to provide 
this support for us. It will enable 
us to continue serving those 
among us who need a helping 
hand” said Major Nathanael Doria, 
Commanding Officer of The 
Salvation Army. 

The Moody Endowment was 
formed in 1985 to support The 
Transitional Learning Center, 
Inc. for the purpose of supporting 
organizations that conduct all 
types of rehabilitation programs, 
including transitional living 
programs and social services. The 
generosity of the Moody family 
is known all over the world and 
especially in Galveston. The 
Salvation Army is honored by and 
grateful for their willingness to 
support its work in the community.

Allan Matthews, Executive 
Director of the Moody Endowment 
toured the Center of Hope and 
visited with Major Lucila Doria.


