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Galveston County Commissioners Court presents recognition of the 130th Anniversary of The Salvation Army in Galveston

The Red Kettle tradition started 130 years ago in San Francisco, California with 
the idea of feeding people who were hungry.  This great tradition continues with 
the same idea in mind, to meet the needs of people without discrimination.  Some 
are hungry, some are in need of a safe place to spend the night, some others are in 
need of avoiding eviction or interruption of services, such as electrical or water.

This year it has been difficult to find help to continue with this tradition that 
generates funding for the end of the year and the begining of the new year.

At this time, the goal seems unattainable.  However, we cannot doubt that the 
Lord will supply all our neeeds to continue our ministry in Galveston County.  In 
fact, today the Moody Foundation has informed us that they will match the 
income of all the kettles through Christmas Eve up to $90,000 to help us reach 
the goal of $250,000.00

To help with a special donation to reach our goal, please contact 
Holly.McDonald@uss.SalvationArmy.org  (409) 939-9013.  Merry Christmas!

This is our last newsletter of 2021 
and this is a perfect time to reflect on 
the many blessings we have received 
and how we have been able to increase 
our work in Texas City without 
decreasing our work in Galveston.

We have experienced many challenges 
this year but in all of them the Lord 
has been our constant help.

We give thanks to GOD for you, for 
the many times you have participated 
as donors, volunteers or kept us in 
your prayers.  Your support makes 
our work possible.

The Salvation Army is completly 
dependant on the community. We 
know we will call on you for help 
in 2022.  We don’t know what the 
future holds but we know God is 
faithful and provides through his 
people.  Thank you for what you have 
done and what you will do for The 
Salvation Army in Galveston County.

Goal $250,00028.5%

We have received in 21 days 28.5% of our goal. 
In 9 days we need to receive 71.5% or $178,750
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Joseph is a Christian man who 
worked in a Baytown plant for 35 
years.  In 2015, he connected with 
The Salvation Army Texas City 
Corps (church) and became a Senior 
Soldier (member).  He recently 
became the Corps Sergeant Major 
for the Texas City Corps, providing 
consistent lay leadership to the 
congregation.

Since joining the Corps, he has been 
actively engaged in volunteer work 
in every area of The Salvation Army.  
He has worked with Emergency 
Disaster Services providing relief 
after storms, served hot breakfast 
in the shelter, done deliveries and 
pick-up of donations and many 
other activities. Recently he started 
a weekly, Christ-centered recovery 
class that he teaches at the Center of 
Hope in Galveston.

Joseph is a Master Gardener and 
has lent his skills to the Boys & 
Girls Club of Texas City by building 
garden  beds and teaching the kids 
in the after-school program about  
growing food.  In retirement Joseph 
is still a very busy person taking 
care of his 10 acres of property and 
making time to serve others though 
the programs of The Salvation Army 
at the Galveston and the Texas City 
Corps.  Joseph says constantly: “I am 
just grateful to God for the opportunity 
I have to serve the Lord and others at 
The Salvation Army.”  

volunteers valero benefit for children

bgc community care

The Salvation Army of Galveston County received a charitable grant of $100,000 
from the Valero Benefit for Children.  

“Valero is driven to make a difference in our community, and we’re proud to be a 
part of that,” said Major Nathanael Doria, Commanding Officer of The Salvation 
Army. “This funding will allow us to continue into year two of The Salvation Army 
Boys & Girls Club of Texas City.”

The Salvation Army opened a Boys & Girls Club in November 2020 that 
primarily serves the children of Texas City/LaMarque but is open to any child in 
Galveston County.  Community partners like Valero make possible the work of 
The Salvation Army in Galveston County.

The children at The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club of Texas City have been 
learning about Volunteerism. Recently they had an opportunity to help the 
Community Care ministry of the Corps by stuffing gift bags that will be delivered 
to local nursing homes for Christmas. This was a great opportunity to introduce 
the children to the concept of blessing others through volunteer work.

The Community Care program in Galveston County is led by Marvis Steele.  
This Christmas, Marvis is delivering 1,600 gifts to Meals on Wheels recipients 
on Galveston Island and on the Mainland as well as residents of nursing homes in 
Galveston, Texas City, La Marque and League City.  

Community Care is a foundational part of The Salvation Army around the world.



thanksgiving

christmas gift distribution

~ “Thank you for everything!  It means a lot for me and my son” ~  
~ “It has been a rough year for us. The extra help you give brings joy to us. Thank you!” ~

Distribution of toys has begun at the Angel Tree warehouse in Texas City. Along with gifts, families receive a food voucher 
from the Kroger in Galveston or in Texas City. The food vouchers were provided by Moody Bank, the Ippolito Charitable 
Foundation, State Representative Mayes Middleton and Kelly Teichman, in memory of her father, Rudy Teichman.  
Thanks to these donors, 1,657 people will have food for a Christmas dinner that meets all their family needs.

In all, 396 families registered for the Angel Tree program, representing 928 children. We are grateful to Jerome and Leslie 
Karam for once again providing space for the warehouse that made the sorting and distribution of these gifts possible, and to 
all the donors who have taken the time and given the resources to make Christmas brighter for Galveston County children.  
The Angel Tree program is a practical expression of community support to those who are in greater need during Christmas.

Thanksgiving at The Salvation Army was a little more quiet than in previous years as many organizations in the county had 
resumed pre-covid activities and there were many opportunities for people to receive a meal. A limited number of volunteers 
came out to take care of last minute meal preparations for those staying in the shelter and to serve to-go meals to the community. 
Volunteers prayed away the rain and 99 people were able to have a wonderful meal prepared with love.

We are thankful for the volunteers who came by to help throughout the week and to the Lighthouse Charity Team who cooked 
all the turkeys for us. Many people came by with pies and other treats for dessert. Each and every gift made it feel like home. 

Special thanks to our new Social Services Manager, Mikala Halbrook, who took care of all the planning and most of the 
cooking along with Cesar Garcia, the Unit Director for our Boys & Girls Club in Texas City. Thankgiving is a wonderful day 
to celebrate the goodness of God and we thank him for his unchanging faithfulness to provide all we need.  This was another 
demonstration of teamwork and community coming together for others.
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The Salvation Army has been 
working with nutritionists from the 
Galveston County Food Bank to 
create a more relevant and useful food 
pantry for the community. Interns 
and nutrition staff at the Food Bank 
have been creating recipes and food 
boxes are created with recipes in mind 
as well as healthy eating portions.

The food pantry has been moved 
to a new space inside The Salvation 
Army that allows more room for 
organization and storage. The 
creation and distribution of food 
boxes is now a regular activity that 
provides healthy and useful food 
boxes for the Galveston and Texas 
City location. Residents of Galveston 
County can get food boxes from 
9:30-3:30 Monday through Friday 
every other week.

Karee Freeman, nutritionist with the 
Galveston County Food Bank has 
been instrumental in the transition of 
the pantry from a cramped closet to 
a useful and versatile space. Having 
been involved since the beginning of 
the project, she recently expressed 
her delight at what the pantry has 
become, saying there should be an 
award given for most improved 
pantry! Thank you, Karee!

The children at The Salvation Army 
Boys & Girls Club are learning all 
about gardening. Gardening is a 
common activity in Boys & Girls 
Clubs because it has proven benefits 
and helps kids understand where 
food comes from. Benefits include 
development of STEM and analytical 
abilities, stress relief, improved 
memory and focus and greater 
self-confidence. It also encourages 
healthier eating habits as children are 
more likely to eat vegetables that they 
have grown themselves.

Volunteer Joseph Davis have been 
working with the kids to plant garden 
beds, teaching them how to select 
plants appropriate for the season. 
Currently the beds include onions, 
various peppers and greens. The kids 
love watering the plants and checking 
on the progress of their growth. Of 
course, they also enjoy getting their 
hands in the dirt while planting or 
pulling weeds.

We are grateful to everyone who 
is working with these children to 
provide life-altering opportunities 
that many would take for granted. 
Some of the club members would 
never have access to this type of 
activity in their daily life. 

food pantrybgc garden fill the kettles

Match a

Kettle

Call us

to donate at

(409) 763-1691

Donate Online
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this Christmas!


